FRAZER 

METALS 

WANTED: 

All scrap or unused 
electrical cable. 
Scrap vehicles 
(£140 minimum paid). 
Unwanted Vehicles. 
Non Ferrous Metal. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 

Unit 2, Woodham Road 
No. 2 Dock, Barry CF63 4JE 

01446 732222 
07816 205895 
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The Olympic torch lights up Bridgend! 



ABOVE: 

The Olympic torch came to Bridgend and 
the excitement was at fever pitch as the 
torchbearers waited their turn. 

(See pages 6 and 7 for more photos). 


^1 Award Winning Restaurant 

Mmmpan 

Anrcui sl -I- 


BANGLADESHI & 
INDIAN CUISINE 



SPECIALS 


Nearly ^ 

BIRD SPECIALS 
Course Meal only 
£7.95 per person 

Available every week - 
Mon.Tues &Thurs 5.30 - 7.00pm. 
Offer includes FREE glass of house 
wine/soft drink, dine in only. 

SUNDAY BUFFET 

Service from 12 noon - 11 pm weekly, 
only £7.95, Children £4.95 

ALL YOU CAN EAT! 

Children under 6 EAT FREE 
normal menu also available) 

WEDNESDAY 
ALL EVENING 

5 Course Meal £8.95 
5.30pm - I I pm 

2 COURSE LUNCH 

(Mon - Sat 
12-2.30pm) 

£4.95 Takeaway 


70 Eastgate, Cowbridge 
01446 771682/774590 

NOW OPEN: Mon-Sat 12 noon-2.30pm; 
Sunday Buffet 12 noon - 11 pm; 

Open 7 days a week 5.30-11.30pm 
including Bank Holidays 
***** Food Hygiene - Scores on the doors 


DIAMOND JUBILEE 
BEACONS SHINE! 


THIS weekend will see 
people celebrating the 
Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee across 
Bridgend and the Vale, 
as well as nationally, 
and Jubilee Beacons 
will be lit across the 
country on Monday, 
June 4, between 
1015pm and 10.30pm. 

The following beacons 
will be lit in our area 
(the list is on the 
Queen’s Jubilee website 


and The GEM advises 
checking locally that 
events are going ahead 
as planned): 

Bridgend, Porthcawl 
and Maesteg 
Rhych Pointand, 
Porthcawl; Hutchins 
Point, Porthcawl; Prince 
of Wales, Kenfig; 
Bodringallt Farm, 
Coychurch; Newcastle 
Hill, Bridgend; Cefn 
Cribwr; St Michael’s & 
All Angels Church, 
Maesteg. 


The Vale 

Cliff Walk, Penarth; 
Flat Holm Island, 
Bristol Channel; Hill 
House Farm, St Mary 
Hill; Pontyclun; Sully 
Beach; Tair Croes, 
Ewenny; The Beacon, 
Heol Faen, Wick; The 
Old Beacon Site, Wick; 
Ty Fry Farm, 
Pendoylan; Victoria 
Park Barry; Y Graig, 
Flantrisant; Cowbridge, 
St Hilary Downs. 


The Bristol 
Channel 
Windfarm is 
scaled back 


THE proposed ‘Atlantic Array’ 
windfarm in the Bristol 
Channel has been scaled down 
by almost one third. 

The re-design also means that tur¬ 
bines will be further away from the 
Welsh coastine. 

This week RWE npower renewables 
released its revised wind farm design, 
citing engineering studies and public 
opinion as the main factors in the 
change. 

A company spokeswoman said: 
“This follows detailed analysis of the 
results of comprehensive environmen¬ 
tal and engineering studies to date, 
together with the outcome of the con¬ 
sultation held with local communities 
along the South Wales coast last year.” 

Communities from Swansea to 
Porthcawl attended public exhibitions 
last year, and there will be more con¬ 
sultations in July and August about the 
revised plans. 

Robert Thornhill, development man¬ 
ager for the Atlantic Array Offshore 
Wind Farm at RWE npower renewables 
said: “We have listened to the feedback 
received during our formal community 
consultation held during autumn 2011. 

“After taking full consideration of 
environmental and engineering factors, 
and in response to the feedback from 
the public, we have revised the pro¬ 
posed offshore wind farm boundary 
and made alterations to the maximum 
number of turbines.” 

“The maximum number of turbines 


by PHILIP IRWIN 


for which we will apply for planning 
consent to build has been reduced from 
417 to 278. The distance from the 
Welsh coast and Atlantic Array wind 
farm has increased from 16km to 
22.5km at its closest point. 

“The horizontal view of the wind 
farm from the closest point in South 
Wales has also been decreased by 
approximately 30 per cent. 

“These revisions will mean any 
potential visual and environmental 
effects of the wind farm will be 
reduced.” 

He added: “Following requests by 
the public for a second round of infor¬ 
mal consultation, we will be holding 
events along the south Wales coast in 
July and August to give the local com¬ 
munities an opportunity to find out 
more about the changes and to view 
photomontages which will show the 
revised wind farm design. 

“The Atlantic Array project team 
will be at the exhibitions to answer any 
questions.” 

The public will be able, he said, to 
give further feedback at this stage. 
More information on these events and 
the dates of the consultation period will 
be advertised locally, and on the RWE 
npower renewables website, nearer the 
time. 

The Porthcawl exhibition is sched¬ 
uled for August 1, 12pm to 8pm, at the 
Grand Pavilion. 
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HEODORE 



01656 648936 

Bridgend Industrial Estate 
(Rear of Celtic Tyres) CF31 3AQ 



www.theodorereclamation.co.uk 

Open all 4 days Diamond Jubilee Bank Holiday 
Sal & Sun 2/3, 8.30-12.15; Mon & Tues 4/5 June, S.30-12 noon 

Weekends 8.30 - 12.15; Weekdays 8.30 - 4.15. 
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FOSTER CARERS 
CHEER ON LOCAL 
SOCIAL WORKERS 


SOCIAL workers 
from the fostering 
team at Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council (BCBC) 
took part in the 
Race for Life event 
in Bridgend recent- 

•y- 

The staff members, 
who were part of a 
2,000-plus turnout, com¬ 
pleted the 5km course, 
while being cheered on 
by several of the author¬ 
ity’s foster carers. 

They managed to 
raise an impressive £250 
for Cancer Research ,as 
well as raising the pro¬ 
file of fostering. 

Faced with a shortage 
of approximately 80 fos¬ 
ter carers, and with an 
ageing population, it is 
important that the profile 
and awareness of foster- 



ABOVE: The social work team after 
the Race for Life. 


BAVO 

help 

LOCAL job seekers 
can get free help and 
support at the 
Maesteg Work Club 
every Tuesday from 
10am-2pm at the 
Media 3 centre based 
in Commercial Street, 
Maesteg. 

Co-ordinated by 
BAVO (Bridgend 
Association of Voluntary 
Organisations), they will 
have full use of comput¬ 
ers, printers and the 
internet; have access to 
all the latest vacancies; 
get help with job search¬ 
ing; support with writing 
CVs and application 
forms; and also help to 
set up an email account 
and free refreshments. 

For further details 
call 01656 810400 or 
email: 

bavo @ bavo. org. uk 


ing is promoted through¬ 
out the county borough 
to attract people with the 
skills to foster, particu¬ 
larly for teenage and sib¬ 
ling groups. 

Coun Huw David, 
cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren and young people, 
said: “According to the 
Fostering Network, 
every six hours a child 
comes into care in Wales 
who will need a foster 
placement. 

“The council is work¬ 
ing hard to raise aware¬ 
ness of Bridgend Foster 
Care and we will contin¬ 
ue to do so through 
events and advertising.” 

Clive Richards, a 
local authority foster 
carer, said: “Fostering is 


so important; it gives 
children stability and 
loving surroundings. 
Foster children really 
benefit from the stability 
of a happy home, and 
helping them to reach 
their full potential is 
very rewarding.” 

The number of 
looked-after children in 
care across the UK is 
still on the rise with an 
increase of 17 per cent 
compared to 2008. 

“Bridgend county 
borough recorded a six 
per cent increase over 
the last year alone. The 
Fostering Network esti¬ 
mates that at least 8,750 
new foster families are 
needed in 2012 alone. 


Cat in the hat 
in Bridgend! 


RIGHT: The cat in 
the hat is asking 
people to help 
support the 
Bridgend Cats 
Adoption Centre. 
FIND OUT HOW 
ON PAGE 8. 


Farmers will 
teach children 
all about milk 


THE farming group, 
Wales YFC, is to run 
educational work¬ 
shops for school- 
children at the ‘Food 
for Thought’ sustain¬ 
able food conference 
for schools in 
Bridgend on June 
28, which will be 
opened by the First 
Minister, Carwyn 
Jones, AM for 
Bridgend. 

During the workshop, 
which has the theme of 
‘milk’, children will 
experience practical 
‘hands on’ learning as 
they discover the work¬ 
ing life of a dairy farm, 
find out how the natural 
life process of the cows 


form the basis of the 
diary industry, and the 
importance of good ani¬ 
mal welfare practices. 

They will also be able 
to follow the milk 
process story from farm 
to table. 

Esther Foster, the 
Education for 

Sustainable 
Development and Global 
Citizenship (ESDGC) 
co-ordinator for 

Bridgend County 

Borough Council, said: 
“I am delighted that 
Wales YFC is able to 
attend the ‘Food for 
Thought’ conference. 

“They know exactly 
what it is like to live in 
rural areas, and many of 
the problems that our 
Welsh farmers face.” 



Pencoed businessman 
is in the frame for 
‘Leading Wales’ award 


A BRIDGEND busi¬ 
nessman has beaten 
stiff competition to 
make it through to 
the short list for this 
year’s ‘Leading 
Wales’ awards. 

Steve Dalton OBE, 
managing director at 
Sony UK Technology 
Centre, has been nomi¬ 
nated in the ‘real life 
entrepreneurial leader¬ 
ship (private sector)’ 
category, supported by 
FSB Wales for his inte¬ 
gral role at the technolo¬ 
gy firm in Pencoed. 

Barbara Chidgey, 
spokesperson for the 
Leading Wales awards, 
said: “There is a lot of 
talk about the impor¬ 
tance and impact of 
leadership in today’s 
society; our role, how¬ 
ever, is to uncover and 
celebrate real life exam¬ 
ples of leadership that 
have touched people’s 
lives. 

“We’ve reached out 
to even more people 
across Wales this year 
and we’ve had a tremen¬ 
dous response in terms 
of both quantity and 
quality of nominations 
as illustrated by the 
largest number of final¬ 
ists ever drawn up. 

“Reading the many 
and inspirational nomi¬ 
nations submitted has 
been an absolute privi¬ 
lege and extremely 
motivating.” 

Steve Dalton com¬ 
mented: “It is a privilege 
to be nominated as a 
finalist for the Real Life 
Entrepreneurial 
Leadership award this 
year. 

“To be nominated by 
the people I work with 
and recognised for the 
hard work I have done; 
turning the factory in 
Pencoed, into a sustain- 


Summer 
fayre in 
Porthcawl 

A SUMMER fete is 
being held on 
Saturday, June 9, at St 
Davids Church, 
Florence Street, 
Nottage, at 12.30pm. 

There will be a vari¬ 
ety of attractions and 
refreshments, with hot 
dogs, and strawberries 
and ice cream. 


BRIDGEND QUIZ 
LEAGUE POSERS 


HERE are this 
week’s posers: 

1. Meniere’s disease 
affects which part of the 
body? 

2. The band T’Pau 
took their name from a 
character in which tele¬ 
vision series? 

3. Which Irish scrum 
half was selected for the 
2009 Lions but was 
injured prior to the tour 
and was unable to trav¬ 


el? 

4. What term means 
the bending of light 
when it passes from one 
medium to another? 

A 

RUDGE (for Quiz 
League) 
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able business model is a 
huge achievement and 
one that I am extremely 
proud of. 

“I am pleased to say 
the site is now excelling 
in the current climate, 
with us manufacturing 
high-definition profes¬ 
sional and broadcast 
cameras for world-wide 
markets, as well as 
being the only customer 
service centre in the 
UK. 

“We have also begun 
working with start-up 
companies within the 
media, digital and busi¬ 
ness services sectors to 
share our knowledge on 
design and manufactur¬ 
ing - and ultimately to 
further develop new 


businesses within these 
sectors and to help build 
the Welsh economy. 

“I’m up against some 
tough competition in the 
category and I wish all 
of the nominees the very 
best of luck.” 

The winners were 
being announced today 
(Thursday) at a ceremo¬ 
ny in the Hilton, Cardiff. 

Others in line for 
awards included: Angela 
Hughes, Wales Air 
Ambulance; Roxanne 
Baldwin, Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council; Dr Charlotte 
Morgans, South Wales 
Police; Janetta Toleman 
Jones, Anheddau Cyf 
and Julie Winspear, 

Wales Ambulance 
Services NHS Trust. 


Chance to get 
free financial 
check-up — MP 


BRIDGEND MP 
Madeleine Moon is 
urging local resi¬ 
dents to have a free 
health check from 
the Money Advice 
Service. 

The free, independent 
service was established 
by Government and fund¬ 
ed by a levy on the finan¬ 
cial services industry. 

It is available to 
everyone online at: 
www.mon eyadviceser- 
vice.org.uk - or you can 
call 0300 500 5000. 

The MP commented: 
“This is a great tool to 
help people plan for the 
future, which is why I am 
urging everyone to spare 
a few minutes to com¬ 


plete the financial health 
check. 

“It takes less than 10 
minutes to complete, 
involves no paper work 
and provides an action 
plan suited to the individ¬ 
ual’s circumstances. 

“These action plans 
include quick ‘must dos’ 
as well as clear financial 
priorities for the longer 
term - helping people 
both now and in the 
future. 

“Whether constituents 
need online, face to face 
or telephone help with 
their finances, I would 
encourage them to make 
use of the Money Advice 
Service. ” 


Getting in a spin 
to raise money 
for toddler Ellie 


WHEN staff at 
Ynysawdre 
Swimming Pool and 
Fitness Centre 
heard about the 
‘Elbe’s Goody 2 
Feet’ fundraising 
campaign they 
wanted to help, and 
being the active 
bunch that they are, 
decided on a 15- 
hour workout on 
spinning indoor 
cycling bikes! 

Ellie (three) lives in 
The Garw. She has 
Spastic Diplegia, a form 
of Cerebral Palsy. Her 
family are trying to raise 
£40,000 to take her to 
America for a life¬ 
changing operation 
called Selective Dorsal 
Rhizotomy (SDR). 

A spokesperson said: 
“If the operation is suc¬ 
cessful, it will give Ellie 
the best chance of a 
longer mobile life. 


“It will improve her 
walking, body position¬ 
ing and increase her 
range of function.” 

The local community 
is invited to cheer on the 
four members of staff 
who will be taking it in 
turns to ride two spin¬ 
ning bikes, rotating 
every half hour, on 
Friday June 1 from 
6.30am-10pm. 

Martin Barron, from 
the centre said, “We are 
asking local people to 
pop in, not only to cheer 
us on and hopefully pro¬ 
vide a welcome distrac¬ 
tion from our sore legs 
and tender behinds, but 
to donate to such a wor¬ 
thy cause. 

“And if we can do 
anything to help Ellie 
one day get on her bike, 
it will be well worth it!” 

To find out more about 
how you can help Ellie, 
visit: 
www.elliesgoody2feet.or 
g.uk. 


FOODBANK HAS 
FED 273 PEOPLE 
IN THE BOROUGH 


THROUGHOUT 
April, Bridgend 
Foodbank fulfilled 
130 vouchers, feeding 
190 adults and 83 
children across the 
county borough. 

Now, almost 70 agen¬ 
cies have registered as 
voucher distributors, a 
spokesperson reports: 

These are frontline 
professionals who may 
meet people in crisis in 
the course of their work 
and are able to assess 
their needs. 

When the situation 
calls for it, they provide 
the client with one of the 
vouchers. 

When the client 
brings the voucher to 
one of the Foodbanks, 
they are given enough 
food for themselves and 
their family for three 
days, giving the client 
some time to get through 
the crisis. 

Bridgend Foodbank is 
very grateful for the con¬ 
tinuous generosity that is 
being shown across the 
county borough, from 
individuals, community 
groups and businesses. 

The variety of ways in 
which the work is sup¬ 
ported enables the chari¬ 
ty keep going. 

Particular thanks goes 


to Coity Village 
Association, who have 
nominated the Foodbank 
as their charity of the 
year. 

This news comes at a 
good time as, at the end 
of this month, the 
Foodbank will hand over 
the reins as Sainsbury’s 
Bridgend’s charity of the 
year to another local 
cause. 

The team at 
Sainsbury’s can’t be 
thanked enough for all 
that they have done this 
year. Food collection 
boxes will continue to 
remain in the store. 

This month, the food 
items running low are: 
sugar, orange juice, bis¬ 
cuits and longlife milk. 

Gerald Manners, 
operations manager, is 
leaving at the end of 
May. Gerald has been 
involved since the early 
days, and his hard work 
has enabled the 
Foodbank to grow and 
develop significantly in 
the borough. 

There is no news as to 
who Gerald’s successor 
might be, but with pub¬ 
lic support, the 
Foodbank will continue 
to provide services to 
local people who need 
them. 


A READER’S VIEW 

Origin of the 
torch relay? 


F AR be it for 
me to rain on 
anyone’s 

parade - I love to 
party as much, if 
not more so, than 
anyone else - but 
the blanket cover¬ 
age of the Olympic 
torch progression 
fair takes the bis¬ 
cuit. 

This ceremony was 
adopted by the 
Olympic movement at 
the suggestion of the 
Nazi Government in 
Germany, which loved 


to stage torchlight 
processions. 

So, along it came 
for the 1936 Berlin 
Olympics, and it has 
been adopted ever 
since. 

It does, however, 
serve one useful pur¬ 
pose at the moment, in 
establishment circles - 
it diverts attention 
from the economic 
collapse of the Euro, 
and perhaps the entire 
EU edifices. 
Christopher Short, 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL JUNE 7) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

31 Thur 

02.41 

8.5 

15.24 

8.4 

01 Fri 

03.44 

8.6 

16.27 

8.7 

02 Sat 

04.47 

9.1 

17.24 

9.2 

03 Sun 

05.45 

9.4 

18.16 

9.7 

04 Mon 

06.46 

9.8 

19.12 

10.1 

05 Tues 

07.37 

10.1 

20.03 

10.2 

06 Wed 

08.29 

10.0 

20.51 

10.2 

07 Thur 

09.17 

9.8 

21.38 

9.9 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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Students get a chance 
to work with top chefs! 




TEN lucky cater¬ 
ing students 
recently had the 
chance to work 
with two 
renowned 
Michelin- starred 
chefs. 

The students from 
Bridgend College had a 
close-up view of how 
Chris Gillard (St John) 
and Sian Wyn Owen 
(River Cafe), prepared 
for a fine dining experi¬ 
ence, catering for 100 
guests at Fonmon 
Castle, in a fundraiser 
for the National 
Eisteddfod. 

The manager of St 
John also trained them 
on how to pour and 
serve wine, lay the 
tables, and put through 
their paces serving. 

Canapes and cocktails 
were prepared by Joe 
Rowson, head chef of 
Arboreal restaurant in 
Cowbridge. 

The evening was co¬ 
hosted by the singer and 
actress Shan Cothi, and 
actor Stifyn Parri. 

Guests were also 
entertained by Cor Dydd 
and DJ Andy Powell. 

For the two star 
chefs, it was a return to 
the Vale, as both went to 
school in Cowbridge. 

Sian Wyn Owen is 
now the head chef at 
River Cafe and Chris 
Gillard is head chef at 
St John at Smithfield. 
went to school in 
Cowbridge and worked 
their way through the 
various kitchens. 

The River Cafe is a 
world famous eatery and 
has been a training 


ground for many a chef, 
including Jamie Oliver. 

Sian has worked at 
the River Cafe for the 
past 12 years and has 
been the head chef for 
seven. Previously, she 
worked at Sartoria in 
Bond Street, and was 
part of the team who set 
up and launched The 
Bluebird restaurant on 
the Kings Road. 

The fifth floor restau¬ 
rant at Harvey Nichols 
is another prestigious 
eatery that she joined 
after graduating in 
Human Nutrition from 
Kings College, 
University of London. 

Chris Gillard has 
worked at St John 
restaurant for the past 
eight years. 

This acclaimed 
restaurant is a regular 
fixture in both the 
Michelin Guide and the 
S Pellegrino World’s 50 
Best Restaurants 
awards. 

Chris is responsible 
for the twice-daily 
changing menu at St. 
John, and for the devel¬ 
opment of new dishes. 

Cowbridge restaurant 
Arboreal provided a 
warm welcome for din¬ 
ers with cocktails and 
canapes, including: 
Bellinis, iced vodka 
cocktails and elder- 
flower cordial, and 
fried cockles with lemon 
and sea salt, stuffed 
Gordal olives and toast¬ 
ed Marcona almonds 
with smoked paprika. 

At the end of the 
evening, the students 
were presented with cer¬ 
tificates signed by the 
top chefs, and the 
Maitre D. 



ANDREW TO CARRY 
PARALYMPIC FLAME 
THROUGH CARDIFF 

PENCOED’S them on many overseas carrying the torch is a 
Andrew Burt (48) trips, and his tireless great chance to spread 


will achieve a life¬ 
time goal this sum¬ 
mer after being 


selected in the British 
Olympic squad in 1984, ^ su „"" 

and looked destined to Uly 7 l’ S i 
compete and hopefully f' 


challenge for medals at 


so to get this opportunity 
is the culmination of a 


many Olympics to come. ,. r , , 

But a succession of Me ong dream. 


knee injuries culminated 
in an enforced amputa- 


All my friends and 
family are going to take 


tion of his left leg in 2007 d ay off and the judo 
after he contracted sep- club are gomg to come 


ticemia. 

Andrew was nominat- 


down as well, so it 
should be a great celebra- 


work has seen him get his that word about over¬ 
chance to shine on the coming disabilities.” 
big stage. Lloyds TSB is bringing 

. A w A1 - The former Pencoed the excitement of the 

selected to carry the Comprehensive School Games and Paralvmvic 
Paralympic Torch pupil said: “It’s a fantas- flame closer to you. Find 
through Cardiff on dc feeling to find out that ou t what we ’re doing in 
August 27 as it tours 1 wl11 § et the chance to your community and who 
the country. ca " y th ,^ ‘? rch ’. ™ rds is carrying the flame at: 

As a youngster, Burt S!" teSCnbe hoW lloydstsb.com/para- 
was a promising judoka, ?f y lways wanted t0 be lympicflame. 

involved in the | P 0 rthcawl 

to host a 
Jubilee 
concert 

CLASSICAL music 
with a difference 
comes to Porthcawl 
on Friday June 1, 
when Wales’ cham¬ 
ber orchestra, The 
Welsh Sinfonia, 
comes to the Grand 
Pavilion to join in 
with the Jubilee cele¬ 
brations. 

An ensemble of 12 of 
the orchestra’s leading 
string players, directed 
by Robin Stowell, will 
have played earlier at 
The Royal Mint in 
Llantrisant as part of 
their Jubilee festivities, 
and they come to 
Porthcawl with a pro¬ 
gramme of music from all 
parts of the British Isles. 

Pieces by Karl Jenkins 
and Morfydd Owen will 
sit alongside Purcell and 
Elgar, Frank Bridge and 
a lively Scottish reel by 
William McConnell. Add 
some Ffandel (British by 
adoption), and you have 
a wonderful light-heart¬ 
ed evening’s entertain¬ 
ment to get the Jubilee 
Weekend off to a crack¬ 
ing start. 

Tickets are £12/10 
from the Grand 
Pavilion’s Box Office on 


ed to carry the torch tlon> 
through the Lloyds TSB . And he insists that this 
public nomination cam- i s ^ ar more than just a 
paign for his work as a personal celebration, 
coach at Pontarddulais rather a chance for peo- 
Judo Club for the last 15 pie to learn more about 
years, teaching children, the good that sport can do 
both disabled and able- in the lives of children, 
bodied, as well as those both disabled and able- 
with behavioural prob- bodied. 


lems, 

He has also 
actively involved 
coaching the Welsh dis- 


“It’s fantastically 
been rewarding work. To see 
in the difference that sport 
can make in these kids’ 


abled team and has taken lives is just amazing and 


Council leader 
pays tribute 


CAN I pass on my 
sincere thanks to 
the thousands of 
residents who 
turned out in such 
force for 
Saturday’s 
Olympic torch 
relay? 

This was a very diffi¬ 
cult event for the 
London organising com¬ 
mittee of the Olympic 
Games, the police and 
councils like ourselves 
to plan for, as it was 
unprecedented locally 
and the organisers did 
not know what to expect 
in terms of onlookers or 
even the weather. We 
were very fortunate with 
both! 

Anyone who was 
there will have experi¬ 
enced the wonderful 
atmosphere and enthusi¬ 
asm of the crowds, who 
patiently lined the 
streets of Nantymoel, 
Ogmore Vale, 
Bryncethin, Bridgend, 
Laleston and Pyle. 

This was the borough 
at its best and I think 
those who witnessed 
this special occasion 
will remember it for 
many years to come. I 
certainly felt incredibly 
proud of the way our 
communities were rep¬ 
resented. 

Congratulations also 
to all those torchbearers 
from the borough who 
carried the torch with 
such pride. I know that 
for some onlookers the 
torch went by quite 
quickly, or their view 
was obscured by the 
crowds or by traffic in 
some areas where it was 
especially busy. 

We will shortly be 


announcing plans to dis¬ 
play some of the actual 
torches carried through 
our borough in a special 
free local exhibition so I 
hope that anyone who 
missed out on seeing the 
relay for themselves or 
wants a second chance 
will join us to see the 
torches close up. 

Thank you for help¬ 
ing to make our leg of 
the London 2012 Torch 
Relay so memorable. 
CounMel Nott, Leader, 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 


01656 815995. 


Beacon will burn 
for the Jubilee 

BRIDGEND’S beacon brazier is set to 
burn brightly to mark the Diamond 
Jubilee on Monday, June 4. 

The brazier, high on top of Newcastle Hill, will be 
one of 2,012 blazing beacons being lit across the UK 
to mark the Queen’s 60 years on the throne. 

Sited next to St Illtyd’s Church in the conserva¬ 
tion area, it will be visible to the whole town. 

Firefighters have been approached to carry out the 
lighting ceremony at 10.15pm in the presence of 
Bridgend Town Mayor, Coun Roger Marsh. 

Coun Marsh has also been visiting primary 
schools in the Bridgend town area, distributing a 
commemorative bone china mug to each pupil. 

The keepsakes, which have a bilingual inscrip¬ 
tion, come courtesy of Bridgend Town Council. 



Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 




































4 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/slamorsan2emwww.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, May 31st, 2012 


CADETS ALL FIRED UP 
FOR VISIT TO BRIGADE 



AIR Cadets from Porthcawl, Pencoed 
and Kenfig Hill recently enjoyed a visit to 
the fire section at MoD St Athan, where 
they were given a tour of a fire engine and 
a brief on how the equipment is used. 
Then it was down to the cadets to see if 
they could put together a hazchem show¬ 
er. 

Their reward was to test the shower, to con¬ 
firm they had put it together correctly, and yes 
they had! 

The cadets were shown how to fix up a hose to 
a fire hydrant and were split into two teams. 
Questions were asked on the fire brief they had 
been given earlier. If they got the answer right, 


they were given pieces to assemble the hose and 
hydrant and the winning team were allowed to 
operate their setup. 

The visit, although enjoyable, (and let’s face it 
who doesn’t want to look around a fire engine), 
also had a serious side as it forms a part of the 
cadet’s syllabus covering health and safety. 

Sgt Gould from Kenfig Hill Squadron, who 
arranged the visit, would like to thank Wing 
Warrant Officer Durman, Julian Smith, Sgt 
Adam Burman and CWO K Marke for their 
assistance in making the day a success. 

LINDSAY THOMAS 
Secretary, Civilian Committee 


New exhibition in 
Grand Pavilion 

r 



ABOVE: Siobhan Grice (right) with 
Natalie Vernon, who organises 
art exhibitions in the Grand Pavilion. 


AN art and photog¬ 
raphy exhibition is 
being staged in the 
Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl. 

The exhibition space 


Bridgend 

Bridge 

results 

RESULTS for May 
23: First, Mel 

Humphries and Glyn 
Williams, 62.08 per 
cent; second, David 
Bowen and David 
Crompton, 57.92 per 
cent; third, Norma and 
David Newman , 

57.08 per cent. 


in the Cafe Bar is being 
shared between local 
artist Siobhan Grice and 
photographer Peter 
Morgan. 

Siobhan, who has an 
MA in fine art from 
UWIC, is displaying her 
paintings, and there are 
also photographs (taken 
by Peter Morgan) of var¬ 
ious ‘land art’ projects 
that she has done on 
Coney Beach, Rest Bay 
and Sker. 

Siobhan explained: 
“My work is influenced 
by the love of nature and 
the human form. 

“I work intuitively 
with paint on canvas, 
and this reveals my inner 
world.” 


'Heroes’ line 
up to support 
Ty Hafan! 



Left to right: Rob Keedwell (Superman), David 
Houlton (Postman Pat), Christine Chandler (Ty 
Hafan) and Tony Morris (Batman). 


STAFF at Bridgend- 
based Buy As You 
View donned their 
finest Batman, 
Superman and 
Spiderman costumes 
to present Ty Hafan 
children’s hospice, 
with their latest 
cheque for £500, tak¬ 
ing this year’s 
fundraising for the 
hospice up to £1,000. 

The company hosted 
events over six months 
to fundraise for the 
charity. 

In addition to 
‘Superhero Friday,’ it 
has also held other 
‘dress down’ days, pro¬ 
duced a 2012 charity 
calendar and is plan¬ 
ning to hold a 40-mile 
sponsored cycle ride in 
June, taking fundraisers 
from Rhondda to 


Swansea in one after¬ 
noon. 

Christine Chandler, 
Business and 
Community Fundraiser, 
at Ty Hafan, said: “We 
would like to give a 
very big thank you to 
everyone at Buy As 
You View for support¬ 
ing us, especially to 
CEO, Graham Clarke, 
for agreeing to match 
fund the overall dona¬ 
tion, which has made a 
real difference.” 


Penybont lifeguard 
carries Olympic 

torch in the morning 
...BEFORE SAVING GIRLS 
IN THE AFTERNOON! 


PENYBONT life¬ 
guard Craig 
Robinson had a 
Saturday to remem¬ 
ber last weekend - 
after carrying the 
Olympic torch on its 
relay through Barry 
in the morning, he 
returned to his post 
in the afternoon at 
Ogmore-by-Sea, 
where he was called 
on to save two chil¬ 
dren in difficulty in 
the water. 

Craig was nominated 
to carry the torch for his 
surf lifesaving work. 

And it was those 
skills that came to the 
fore at Ogmore when he 
had to help the two 
girls, aged 10 and 11, 
from Newport, who 
were at the beach with 
their parents for the first 
time and were unaware 
of the dangerous current 
in the sea. 

Despite the hot 
weather, the water tem¬ 
perature was cold and 
the strong off-shore 
wind made conditions 
treacherous for even the 
strongest swimmers. 

Penybont Lifeguards 
were running their vol¬ 
untary patrol service and 
had a number of inci¬ 
dents to deal with 
through the day. 

Craig, the patrol cap¬ 
tain, explained what 
happened: “We saw two 
girls caught in the rip 
current and they could- 
n’t get back to shore. I 
paddled out to them 
with a rescue board and 
brought them safely 
back to the beach. 

“They were panick¬ 
ing, frightened and wor¬ 
ried, as to what could 
have happened. Both 
were very lucky on this 
occasion .” 

There are a number 
of signs warning about 
the dangers on the 
beach, and the red flag 
is always flying remind¬ 
ing people not to cross 
the river. Despite the 
warnings, people all too 
often get into difficulty 
at Ogmore-by-Sea. 

Penybont Lifeguards 
have successfully raised 
funds to pay for a new 
slipway at the beach 
which is now complete 

This meant there 
were more people on the 
beach, including many 
families with pushchairs 
and younger children. 

There are always haz¬ 
ards to be aware of on 
the beach and in the sea, 


Did you know 
you can read your 
GEM online? 

bridgend-today.co. uk 




COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Lifeguard Craig Robinson enjoys his moment in the spotlight. 

and visitors should lis¬ 
ten to advice given by 
the lifeguards. 

A number of children 
were using inflatable 
toys in the sea and river 
on Saturday. 

Despite the lifeguards 
warning them of the 
dangers, some people 
continued to use them. 

Mark Evans, senior 
patrol member, told The 
GEM: “Our lifeguards, 
even our junior mem¬ 
bers, are well-trained 
and people should listen 
to their advice. 

“Inflatables are really 
dangerous and people 
shouldn’t use them at 
Ogmore. If people do 
get into trouble they 
should stick their hand 
in the air and shout for 
help.” 

But it wasn’t all dan¬ 
ger and tension for 
Craig on Saturday, a he 
had just hours before the 
rescue been carrying the 
Olympic torch through 
Barry as part of its tour 
of the UK. 

He said of the experi¬ 
ence: “To be part of 
something so unique 
was incredible. 

“I was quite humbled 
to be with other torch- 
bearers who have been 
through a lot and given 
so much to society. I’m 
just a volunteer life¬ 
guard, who loves the 
work and being able to 
help people is great. 

“It was a really spe¬ 
cial day running with 
the torch in the morn¬ 
ing, then doing my job 
in the afternoon, which 
is how I came to be a 
torchbearer in the first 
place.” 

Penybont lifeguards 
urge everyone who vis¬ 
its a beach to look out 
for the safety signs, lis¬ 
ten to lifeguards’ advice 
and, if you see someone 
in difficulty, immediaely 
tell a lifeguard, or call 
999 and ask for the 
Coastguard. 

NEV 
WHITE 


Jubilee 

JUBILEE celebrations 
for Llangan School 
take place as follows: 
May 30, nursery and 
reception class assem¬ 
bly; May 31, Jubilee 
disco takes place at the 
school; June 1, a 
‘street party’ in the 
school. 

Llanfest 2010 

THE Llangan and St 
Mary Hill village festi¬ 
val takes place on June 
16. It includes the 
Battle of Llangan - as 
the Sealed Knot 
Society evokes the 
English Civil War. 

There will be music 
from The Rossers, Orca, 
Thrown to the Wolves, 
Chrisalys, Jamie Hill 
and many more acts, 
plus 30 stalls and attrac¬ 
tions. These include 
craft stalls, bouncy cas¬ 
tle, a clown, face paint¬ 
ing, children’s rides. 

A special addition 
this year will be the 
Llangan School Choir. 
The venue for the festi¬ 
val this year will be 
Heol Lidiard, St Mary 
Hill, which is in close 
proximity to the former 
Fferm Goch site. 
Entrance fee £2. 

Reminder 

THE St Mary Hill 
church barbecue will 
take place on June 4 at 
7pm; the cost will be 
£7 and it will be situated 
on St Mary Hill. 

The bonfire will be lit 
at 10pm. I believe this 
will coincide with the 
lighting of the fire on 
Cowbridge Common at 
approximately the same 
time. 

Hogaroc raised 
the roof for 
the Eisteddfod! 

MORE than 150 guests 
enjoyed a great night 


out at the Hogaroc 
evening on Pen-llin 
Court Farm last week, 
which raised more 
than £5,500 towards 
this summer’s National 
Eisteddfod at Llandow. 

The evening started 
with a hog roast in the 
barn, donated by Jo and 
John Homfray. 

Alun Cairns MP 
helped the night along 
by running a hugely 
successful auction, 
which included paint¬ 
ings by Wilf and Gwyn 
Roberts, and signed 
memorabilia from the 
Cardiff and Swansea 
City football teams. 

By the end of the 
night, everyone was up 
and dancing to music 
provided by Slipped 
Discs. 

The evening was 
organised by the 
Llangan, Pen-llin, St 
Mary Hill and Treoes 
Eisteddfod Appeal 
Committee and the 
money raised will help 
the group work towards 
their fundraising target. 

Thank you to every¬ 
one involved in prepar¬ 
ing for and donating 
towards the evening. 

The next event is the 
Ascot Ladies Day at the 
Star Inn, Treoes on 
Thursday, June 21. 

For £15 you can join 
us for a two course 
meal, a glass of Pimms 
and have a flutter on the 
horses if you like. 

Don’t forget your 
hats - as there ’ll be a 
prize for the best one! 
Tickets on 01656 
861933 or marycran- 
don @ btintemet. com. 
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AS FIRM KEEPS ITS PROMISE... 


Premier 

applauds 

Bridgend 

apprentice 

initiative 

Prime Minister David Cameron has 
praised a Bridgend company for taking 
on its first apprentice - and so honour¬ 
ing a promise made at Number 10 on St 
David’s Day. 

The pledge was made by Brian Stokes, 
Managing Director of ITCS, one of the UK’s top 
IT support companies, after the PM singled him 
out for a chat. 

ITCS is one of the recognised Wales Fast 50 
companies, so Mr Stokes was ready with advice at 
the star-studded reception, full of Welsh TV per¬ 
sonalities, rugby stars, charities, representatives 
from the emergency services and other leading 
businessmen. 

Brian said: “He asked me what I thought the 
Government was doing right or could be doing bet¬ 
ter, so I said that I was pleased to see the 
Government pledge of committing additional 
investment to apprenticeships. 

“We see a lot of engineers who leave college 
and cannot get a job in their chosen field, are bur¬ 
dened with a lot of debt, and have no industry 
experience. I explained that an apprenticeship is 
more focused, more hands on, and would give us a 
better engineer at the end of it. 

“We had quite a chat and I told him we’d be 
keen to start doing apprenticeships and working 
closely with the local schools and colleges. I really 
felt that he took the point and welcomed my feed¬ 
back.” 

Mr Cameron said of Brian’s enthusiasm for 
apprenticeships: “They are a key part of our plans 
to grow our economy, giving young people the 
chance to learn a trade and helping to build the 
highly-skilled workforce that our businesses need. 
They are good for people who want to get ahead, 



ABOVE: Brian Stokes of ITCS meets 
the Prime Minister ; David Cameron. 


good for business and good for the country. 

“It’s great news that ITCS are now taking on 
their first apprentice and I hope they will inspire 
more companies to do the same. I wish ITCS and 
their new apprentice all the best for the future.” 

Brian Stokes added that ITCS has always 
worked closely with Bridgend College and is now 
helping to trial a new scheme. It involves students 
working with outside companies for one day a 
week over 16 weeks. 


OPTICIANS 
JOIN RACE 
FOR LIFE 



St David’s pupils outward 
bound in Storey Arms! 



LAST week, year-6 
children at St 
David’s Church in 
Wales Primary 
School had a fan¬ 
tastic week away at 
the Storey Arms 
outdoor education 
centre in the Brecon 
Beacons. 

They had an action- 
packed week filled with 
a variety of exciting 
adventurous activities. 

During the day, they 
took part in canoeing, 
caving and gorge walk¬ 
ing; during the evening 
they went on a string 
trail through the forest, 


used a climbing tower 
and undertook a variety 
of team building tasks. 

It was a wonderful 
opportunity for the chil¬ 
dren to have lots of 
adventures in many 
beautiful surroundings. 

Not only did they 
have the chance to 
develop their physical 
skills, but also their 
social and emotional 
skills too. 

All the children had 
a great experience that 
they will remember for 
a long time. 

LOUISE ROSSER 



ABOVE: Year-6 pupils at St David’s Primary 
School underwent physical and team-building 
exercises at Storey Arms. 
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DIAMOND JUBILEE 

PARTY OFFERt 

Skol 15 Pack £7 (47p each) 

Kronenburg 20 pack £ 14 (70p each) 

Car I i ng/Strongbow/ 

Budweiser/Tetleys/Miller/ 

Bodington/Carlsberg 12 packs £9 (75p each) 
Stella/Becks/Tube rg/ 

San Miguel 12 bottle case £8 (67p each) 

Stella/Stella 4/Carlsberg 

Export 12 Bottle case £7 (59p each) 


Yorkshire Tea 40’s + 40 free 
Jaffa Cakes 500 gram 
Rappor Coffee 100 gram 
Rustlers Quarter Pounders/ 
Chicken/Rib Burgers 
Deep Dish Pizzas 320 gram 
Warburtons 8 white rolls/ 
Farmhouse white sliced 
Walls smoked/unsmoked 
6 rasher bacon packs 
Kerrymaid Butter 500 gram 
Doritos cool/tangy 175 gram 
McCoys 6 pack 


Galaxy/Cadburys 100-1 35 gram bars £ I 


£1.39 

£1 

£1.59 

2 for £2.50 
2 for £1.50 

£1 

£1 

£1 

£1 

£1.25 


Fanta/Sprite/Dr Pepper 2 Itr 
10 pack Coke/Diet Coke 
Schweppes lemonades and 
Vimto 

Coke/Diet/Zero 


Buy I get I free 
£3 

2 Itr £ I each 
Buy 2 get I free 


Gordons/Smirnoff/ 

Whyte + Mackay I Itr £ 16 

My Cocktail Mojito/Cosmopolitan 1.5 Itr £ 10 
BlackTower white/rose 3 for £ 10 

Straw Hat white/red/rose 3 for £ 10 

Silver Bay red/white/rose 2 for £5.50 

Peralini medium/M. dry 3 Itr £4.75 

and much more! 

Tel: 01446 792218 

Open lam to / 0pm daily. 8am to 8pm Sunday. 

Customer car park - Boverton Rd, Boverton. 


Mairwen Chess, 
Hannah Davies and 
Nic Edwards show 
off their race 
medals. 

STAFF at a 
Bridgend opticians 
have raised nearly 
£350 in the battle 
against cancer, by 
taking part in the 
local 5k Race for 
Life on Sunday 
May20. 

Specsavers store man¬ 
ager Nic Edwards and 
her colleagues Hannah 
Davies and Mairwen 
Chess took part in the 
race, which forms part 
of the UK’s largest 
women-only fundraising 
event. 

Nic said: “The three 
of us were all really 
keen to get involved in 
this event. 

“It’s such a worthy 
charity and sadly some¬ 
thing that affects far too 
many people we know 
and love. 

“We would like to 
thank everybody - fami¬ 
ly, friends, colleagues 
and customers - who 
sponsored us for the 
event, and we’re delight¬ 
ed to have raised so 
much money for a vital 
cause.” 

To donate any further 
money for Race for Life, 
call in to the Specsavers 
store on Adare Street, 
Bridgend. 


Services 
disrupted 
after cows 
hit on line 


THERE were 
delays to train 
journeys between 
Bridgend and 
Cardiff last 
Thursday (May 
24) when a passen¬ 
ger train hit five 
cows on a crossing 
at the village of St 
George’s. 

Nobody on the 
train was hurt, but 
Network Rail con¬ 
firmed that all the 
cattle were casualties. 

A spokesman told 
The GEM: “The gates 
were left open on a 
user-worked crossing 
which is a private 
crossing owned by 
somebody like a local 
farmer. The gates had 
to be secured. 

“Five cows were 
hit, four were killed 
instantly and one, 
unfortunately, had to 
be put down later. 

“There was a block 
on the line, but we 


were able to move 
everything eventual¬ 
ly.” 

Ben Davies, press 
officer for Arriva 
Trains Wales, con¬ 
firmed the incident 
and praised the driver 
for continuing to 
Cardiff. 

He told The GEM: 
“There was an unfor¬ 
tunate incident where 
cattle got on the line. 

“The train driver 
was shaken but unin¬ 
jured, and profession¬ 
ally brought the train 
into Cardiff. Nobody 
on board was hurt. 

“The incident hap¬ 
pened at 16:45 and it 
wasn’t until 19:30 
that full service was 
restored. 

“We were lucky we 
also had the district 
line to go around the 
incident.” 

After 19:30 services 
returned to normal. 


p^jBh pettfss 

Full range of Grooming Services 


10.30am - 3pm 

11 Fontygary Road, Rhoose CF62 3DR 

Come along for an informal discussion, and 
a look around our brand new salon 

Kathryn Johnston 
& Jo Greenough 


welcome you! 

Appointments now being taken 


• All breeds catered for 

• Safe, clean and professional environment 

• Kathryn has special expertise in Bichon Frise 

• Your precious pooche s are treated with utmost care and respect 

paws | facebooiT 
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Around Bridgend county borough with the 
Olympic torchbearers on a very special day 



PERHAPS the most 
crowded point 
when the Olympic 
torch visited 
Bridgend was in the 
town centre on 
Derwen Street. 

It was there that 
Heidi Willis, pictured 
left, waiting for her 
torch to be lit, ran the 
first leg in Bridgend 
town. 

The flame then 
travelled along Nolton 
Street, right onto 
Cowbridge Road, and 
then left along Park 
Street to Bryntirion, 
and then Laleston. 

From there it was a 
quick motorised dash 
to greet the waiting 
crwods at Pyle. 





KEM 


ABOVE: There was a comical moment at Pyle when a wedding cortege were caught up in the torch procession. 


ABOVE: 

Danielle Price carried the torch through Pyle. 


ABOVE: Excited crowds at Pyle. 


/-\ 

PHOTOGRAPHS ON THIS PAGE 

Photos marked ( GE’ are by 
Glyn Evans (07791 228684). 
e-mail ffotoimage @tiscali. co. uk 

Photos marked ‘KEM’ are by 
Keith E Morgan (01656 7881150). 

Photos marked ‘FS’ are by 
Frank Shipton (07790 882925). 
e-mail frankshipton@mac.com 



ABOVE: An excited crowd at Park Street, Bridgend. 


ABOVE: Heidi Wilson sets off along Derwen Road in Bridgend. 
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CARRYING THE OLYMPIC FLAME ALONG 
THE CROWDED STREETS OF BRIDGEND 


THE Olympic flame passed through 
Bridgend amid scenes of great excitement 
last Saturday (May 26). 

Some vantage points were packed six or 
seven deep as people tried to get a glimpse of 
the iconic moment. 

GEM photographers were out and about 
around the borough, capturing key images 
from the day when the town welcomed the 
torchbearers who had been given a once-in-a- 
lifetime moment. 


PHOTOGRAPHS ON THIS PAGE 

Photos marked ( RJ’ are by 
Randell John (01656 662324). 

(www.randelljohnphotography.com ) 

Photos marked ( GE’ are by 
Glyn Evans (07791 228684.) 
e-mail ffotoimage @tiscali. co. uk 

BELOW: 

Jak Powles with the Olympic flame 
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Dress as a cat 
and set a new 
world record 





Photographs by 

MANDY THOMAS 

(www.mandythomasphotography.co.uk) 


Cats Protection, 
Pant Hirivaun, 
Bryncethin, 
Bridgend CF32 
9UJ 

Tel: 01656 726621 • 
Fax: 01656 722012 
Email: bridgend.man- 
ager@cats. org. uk 

CAT lovers are invit¬ 
ed to don cat cos¬ 
tumes and join the 
charity’s Bridgend 
Adoption Centre in 
June to set a new 
record for the largest 
gathering of people 
dressed as cats. 

The centre is asking 
people to put on those 
fluffy cat ears, paws and 
tails and join the 
‘Catathon’ in Adare 
Street, Bridgend, on 
Saturday, June 30, in 
which the charity will 
try to beat the current 
world record of 800 peo¬ 
ple. 

The afternoon kicks 
off with a ‘moggytastic’ 
cat competition to judge 


the best costume at 
12.30pm. The count for 
the Guinness World 
Record will begin at 
2pm, and results will be 
announced at 3pm. 

Participants can dress 
up as any member of the 
feline family including 
lions, tigers and cartoon 
cats! Note - you must 
wear a full bodied cos¬ 
tume and be clearly 


recognisable as your 
chosen animal. 

Sue Dobbs, manager 
of the Bridgend 
Adoption Centre, said: 
“As a centre that is full 
up with unwanted cats, 
we are always looking 
for ways to raise aware¬ 
ness and find them 
homes. 

“We had the idea of 
trying to beat a world 
record after we saw a 
similar attempt involving 
people dressed as elves. 
The chance to set a 
world record doesn’t 
come along every day, 
so it’s a great opportuni¬ 
ty to make a bit of histo¬ 
ry and have a fun day 
out.” 

Even if more than 800 
people are attracted, it’s 
still just a fraction of the 
6,200 unwanted cats 
being looked after by 
Cats Protection that need 
new homes. 

For further informa¬ 
tion about the Catathon 
visit the website 
www. bridgend. cats. org. u 
k, or to adopt a cat call 
01656 724396. 



YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE 
THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIG HILL 
AND PYLE 

by Richard Sims 

Telephone: 01656 746840 
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ABOVE: Cheryl smiling at the firefighters. 
(See story below!) 


Golf day 

IF you enjoy a 
round of golf why 
not sign up for the 
annual charity golf 
day being held by 
KPC, the charity 
for young people, at 
the Grove Golf 
Club, Porthcawl, 
on Friday, June 22. 

Team entry for four 
players costs £160, 
which includes coffee on 
arrival, golf fees and a 
buffet lunch following 
the golf. 

KPC are also seeking 
sponsorship for the raf¬ 
fle and auction prizes or 
£50 to sponsor a hole. 

This is a good oppor¬ 
tunity to enjoy a day’s 
golf with a great bunch 
of people and support a 
local charity at the same 
time. 

For entry forms and 
further details, contact 
Alison Mawby on 01656 
749219/745399, or 
email: kpcyouth@ hot- 
mail.com. 

Cancer care 

‘TOUCHED by 

Cancer’ is a registered 
charity set up two 
years ago by Bridgend 
borough councillor, 
Megan Butcher and 
Douglas (Lopper) 
Wilson (of gambo race 
fame) to support 
organisations dealing 
with the care of cancer 
sufferers. 

Due to the enormous 
amount of time and 
effort put in by these two 
people and their army of 
helpers during the past 
two years, this new char¬ 
ity has gone from 
strength-to-strength rais¬ 
ing a total of £15,000. 

To find out more 
about the work and 
future events planned by 
the group, contact 
Megan on 01656 
740451, or Lopper on 
07828 140109. 
Festival week 

DUE to unforeseen cir¬ 
cumstances, the Horse 
Race Night which was 
to be held in the Kenfig 
Hill Rugby Club on 
Friday, June 22, has 
had to be cancelled and 
‘Stars in their Eyes’ 
will now be held in Pyle 
Rugby Club on 
Sunday, June 17. 

However, all other 
events for the week lead¬ 
ing up to the fun day are 
going ahead as planned. 
There has been positive 
reaction to this planned 
week, with a lot of the 
events being a sell out. 

Such was the clamour 
for tickets to ‘Showtime 
at the Talbot’ starring 
comedienne, Mandy 
Starr on Tuesday, June 
19 at 7pm, it could have 
sold many times over. 

Llys Ton 

THE Porthcawl 

Ukulele Band gave the 
residents of Llys Ton in 
Kenfig Hill a wonder¬ 
ful evening of enter¬ 
tainment on 

Wednesday, May 23. 

They thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves 
singing and dancing 
along to a variety of 
music and felt that the 
band really excelled in 
their talent and audience 
participation techniques. 


The residents would 
like to pass on their sin¬ 
cere thanks to them for a 
most entertaining 
evening, and to Annette 
and Lynette, who helped 
out with refreshments. 

Roll call 

MANY congratula¬ 
tions to the following 
pupils of Mynydd 
Cynffig Junior School 
who were nominated 
for impressing staff at 
the school during the 
past two weeks: 

Elva Vos de Mooy 
and Shakur Gough - 
class 1; Ieuan Everett 
and Ffion Clark - class 
2; Grace Griffiths and 
Cai Williams - class 3; 
Jack Davies and Georgia 
Coleman - class 4; Todd 
Hind and Rhys Davies - 
class 5; Megan Stevens 
and Alex Moodie - class 
6; Callum Jenkins and 
Connor Farnham - class 
7. The headteacher’s 
award went to Kaisha 
Hughes and Lowri 
Thomas and Lowri 
Powis. 

The school road safe¬ 
ty team of Lowri 
Thomas, Charlotte 
Roberts, Ben Evans and 
Liam Evans took part in 
the county finals, held in 
the Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl. 

They all worked very 
hard on the competition 
and were in second place 
going into the last round. 
It was unfortunate that 
they had a disaster in the 
last round and finished 
sixth. 

Well done to them 
and to Mrs Jones for 
coaching them and tak¬ 
ing them to the event. 

Guided Reading 
Sponsorship: Mr 

Goldsworthy would like 
to give a big thank you 
to everyone for their 
response to the event 
and for all the hard work 
which has been out¬ 
standing; £2,136.51 has 
been collected. Class 3 
achieved the most 
money and the pupil 
who raised the most 
sponsorship was Cai 
Williams. Well done to 
him! 

Pupil achievements: 
Two of the boys from 
the school have done 
particularly well in 
rugby and cricket. 
Phillip Burnell finally 
played rugby for west 
Wales, after a number of 
postponements mainly 
due to severe weather 
conditions. 

He has now received 
his cap and jersey and 
everyone at the school is 
proud that another of 
their pupils has gone on 
to represent Wales. 

Kyle Williams is also 
doing extremely well at 
cricket and is currently 
playing for West 
Glamorgan. 

His bowling has been 
excellent and it is hoped 


that his experience will 
help the school team this 
year. 

The school will be 
holding Jubilee celebra¬ 
tions similar to the ones 
held for last year’s royal 
wedding on Friday, June 
1. There will be activi¬ 
ties in the yard and on 
the field with bunting 
and music. 

The school menu will 
be a special garden party 
menu and there will be 
drinks and lollies for the 
children. 

Wellbeing 

centre 

ACTIVITIES being 
held by the Mental 
Health Matters, Wales 
at the Talbot 
Community Centre, 
Prince Road, Kenfig 
Hill on June 6: Arts 
and crafts from 2pm- 
4pm; reading group 
from 3pm-4pm; social 
afternoon from 1pm- 
5pm. 

Diamond Jubilee 
praise will take place in 
St James’ Church Hall, 
Pyle at 4pm on Sunday, 
June 10. Everyone is 
welcome to join in. 
There will be videos of 
great days and hymns. 

Council AGM 

The AGM of Pyle 
Community Council 
was held on May 23. 
All the recently elected 
councillors, Geriant 
Brown, Gina Hooper, 
Pauline James, Allan 
John, Kay John, 
Andrea Jones, 

Beverley Jones, 

Michael Kearn and 
Eileen Peakman, along 
with clerk to the coun¬ 
cil, were present. 

Giving her outgoing 
address, the chair, Coun 
Kay John said that she 
was pleased with the 
achievements of the last 
year - in particular with 
the progress and plans 
for the Heathbridge 
Miners’ Square and also 
with the adoption of the 
principle of formulating 
a five-year plan for revi¬ 
talising communities. 

She then paid tribute 
to the last council for a 
year with little contro¬ 
versy. Following this, 
the election of chair, 
vice-chair and sub com¬ 
mittee members was 
held. 

Chair - Kay John, 
vice-chair - Michael 
Kearn. Sub committee 
members: Planning - 
Couns Gina Hooper, 
Andrea Jones and 
Geriant Brown. Finance 

- Couns Pauline James, 
Allan John and Eileen 
Peakman. Employment 

- Couns Pauline James, 
Beverley Jones and 
Michael Kearn. Senior 
citizens - Couns Kay 
John and Allan John. 
Youth - Couns Beverley 
Jones and Geriant 
Brown. Highways - 


Couns Allan John and 
Andrea Jones. Footpaths 
and open spaces - Couns 
Allan John, Geriant and 
Michael Kearn. 

Remembrance Day 
Conns Pauline James 
and Eileen Peakman. 
Margam opencast - 
Couns Allan John, Kay 
John and Beverley 
Jones. Heathbridge 
Miners’ Square - Couns 
Allan John, Andrea 
Jones and Michael 
Kearn. 

Nominations of repre¬ 
sentatives to outside 
bodies were: One Voice 
Wales - Coun Eileen 
Peakman. Schools: 
Mynydd Cynffig Junior 
School - Coun Gina 
Hooper. Mynydd 

Cynffig Cynffig Infants 
School - Coun Kay 
John. Pyle Primary 
School - Coun Eileen 
Peakman. BCBC Town 
and Country Forum - 
Coun Michael Kearn. 
Kenfig Corporation 
Trust - Coun Pauline 
James. Festival Week 
and Fun Day - Coun 
Gina Hooper. The final 
appointment was Jeff 
Caine as auditor. 

Kenfig Hill 
Choir’s busy 
schedule 
KENFIG Hill and 
District Male Voice 
Choir are facing a busy 
schedule during the 
next few months. 

Having started the 
summer in April with a 
concert in aid of the 
Newbury Samaritans at 
the Arlington Arts 
Centre in Newbury, they 
spent the week May 
13-20 recording their 
new CD at studios in the 
Millennium Centre, 
Cardiff. 

They were joined by 
Crescendo Youth Choir 
and Da Capo Children’s 
Choir, their two junior 
choirs, who recorded 
tracks to be included on 
the CD. 

This Saturday, June 2, 
they will be at the 
Millennium Stadium 
entertaining the crowds 
before the Wales v 
Barbarians game. 

A week later they 
have back-to-back con¬ 
certs in Sheffield on 
June 8 in aid of the 
Parkinsons’ Support 
Group, and in Doncaster 
Minster on June 9, when 
they will sing with the 
Shirebrook Brass Band 
in concert for the 
Minster Restoration 
Fund. 

On their return, the 
choir will be turning 
their attention to prepar¬ 
ing for their annual con¬ 
cert in the Grand 


Pavillion, Porthcawl, on 
July 14, but not before 
singing in Pisgah 
Chapel, Kenfig Hill, on 
June 16 to mark the start 
of the Pyle and Kenfig 
Hill Community 

Festival week. 

To finish off the sum¬ 
mer, they will return to 
Bradford on August 4 
for a concert in Bradford 
Cathedral before enter¬ 
taining the crowds at the 
Odsall Stadium before 
the Bradford Bulls 
Rugby League game. 

Everybody is agreed 
that the choir deserves a 
well earned rest after all 
this travelling. 

Not really 
sunny, but...! 
WITH the price of 
petrol and food going 
up, the loss of jobs, 
famine abroad, sol¬ 
diers losing their 
lives,doom and gloom 
is constantly what you 
read or hear about on 
the news these days, so 
I would like to end this 
week with some local 
news that hopefully 
will put a smile on your 
face. 

With her permission, I 
would like to tell you 
about well-known local 
personality, Cheryl 
Butcher, who had a har¬ 
rowing experience last 
weekend when she was 
trapped in the lift at the 
Talbot Community 
Centre. 

Myself as chair of the 
Talbot and Gina Hooper, 
the centre’s chef, were 
unable to assist as we 
were rendered helpless 
with fits of laughter, as 
was her father, Ernie 
Lane, when I phoned to 
pass him a message and 
her son Steven when he 
arrived to meet his 
mother. Husband Don 
also struggled to keep a 
straight face. 

The company who 
service the lift could not 
get there for at least one 
and a half hours so even¬ 
tually we called the local 
fire brigade (the picture 
shows her delight on 
seeing the fire-fighters 
arrive). On seeing it was 
Cheryl, who they all 
know well, they took 
several minutes to com¬ 
pose themselves before 
releasing her, at which 
point we all had to run 
for our lives. 

Happily, Cheryl saw 
the funny side and 
thanked everyone for 
getting her out. It was a 
bit like ‘You’ve Been 
Framed’ on TV, when 
everyone laughs at 
someone else’s misfor¬ 
tune; however, it was all 
very light hearted. 
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Hospital 

Friends 

MAESTEG Hospital 
has been continuously 
upgraded since 1995 
and the services it pro¬ 
vides include a day 
hospital, rehabilita¬ 
tion, outpatient and 
inpatient care, to 
26,000 people living in 
the Maesteg and 
Llynfi valley. 

In January 2004 a 
new two floored exten¬ 
sion was added to pro¬ 
vide dental care, podia¬ 
try, speech and language 
therapy, baby clinic, 
hearing aid clinic and 
orthopist clinics. The 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



improved during the 
term: 

Class 1 - Lewis 
Matthews received 
Grandma’s Magical 

__ Storybook; Class 2 - 

extension also provides a Jasmine McCann 
new filing room for 


health records. The 
Community Mental 
Health Team (CMHT) 
has accommodation on 
the first floor with 
offices, consulting 
rooms, a treatment room 
and a group therapy 
room. 

The League of 
Friends this year cele¬ 
brates its golden jubilee 
of organising a fete to 
raise funds for the hospi¬ 
tal, which this year is 
being held in the 
grounds of the Celtic 
Club, Garth, Maesteg, 
on June 20. 

It will have numerous 
stalls and roundabouts - 
in fact everything to pro¬ 
vide fun for the family. 

It is due to start at 1pm; 
entry is £1 for adults and 
children are admitted 
free. 

On June 22, the 
Friends have organised a 
concert at the Celtic 
Club at 7.30pm, featur¬ 
ing two Maesteg choirs 
- the Gleemen and 
Harmony. Tickets cost 
£4, and are available 
from the hospital, 
Maesteg library, or 
Maria’s Cafe in 
Commercial Street. 

The League of 
Friends have worked 
tirelessly for 50 years to 
raise funds and the local 
hospital needs the sup¬ 
port of local residents. 

Tynyrheol 

School 

TYNYRHEOL pri¬ 
mary school pupils at 
Llangeinor took part 
in the Bridgend pri¬ 
mary schools cross 
country event at 
Pencoed 
Comprehensive 
School on May 19. 

The team was: Amber 
Croale, loan Davies, 
Ffion Deere, Kai Lewis, 
Rhodri O’Brien, Jake 
Whitfield and Tyler 
Williams. 

The final cross coun¬ 
try for the season will 
take place in Ynysawdre 
on Saturday, June 23. 

Each term, the 
Friends of the school 
donate books to the child 
in each class whose 
reading levels has most 


received the First 
Children’s 

Encyclopaedia; Class 3 
- Faith Rose received 


meeting at which she 
represented the institute, 
telling the members that 
on March 20, the federa¬ 
tion had celebrated its 
90th anniversary. 

This year, the federa¬ 
tion will be concentrat¬ 
ing its efforts on recruit¬ 
ment. 

The federation also 


the Children’s Illustrated requested a donation of 


Internet Linked 
Encyclopaedia. 

The children received 
the books at the school 
assembly on May 29. 
The Head thanks the 
PTA and everyone who 
supported the recent art 
exhibition, which raised 
£105 towards school 
funds. 

Danger 

warning 

THE Ogmore Vale 
Primary School head¬ 
teacher is again 
reminding parents 
that they should not 
drive their cars onto 
the school grounds 
between 8.15am to 
5pm. 

It is causing consider¬ 
able congestion and is a 
safety hazard to pupils 
who walk to school. 

On June 15, the 
school restaurant will be 
serving an Italian- 
themed lunch to which 
all parents are invited to 
join their children, at a 
nominal cost of £3.35 
per parent. 

On June 21, the 
school will be holding 
its sports day for years 
1-6 based on the 
Olympics; and the chil¬ 
dren, instead of being 
placed in houses, will 
represent six countries - 
USA, Great Britain, 
Jamaica, Australia, 
Russia and China. 

Sports day for the 
nursery and reception 
classes will be held on 
June 19, with the nurs¬ 
ery starting off between 
10am to 11am, followed 
by reception at 11.15am 
to 12.15pm. 

WI meeting 

PEN-Y-FAI Women’s 
Institute, which is cel¬ 
ebrating its 27th 
anniversary, had a 
wonderful turnout of 
44 members, who also 
debated the resolution 
to be put before the 
General Council. 

Adele Hancock gave 
the results of the recent 
Glamorgan Federation 


Off to the West Bank 

QUAKER Jane Harries, a Bridgend 
mother of three, is spending 12 weeks in 
the West Bank, “monitoring human rights 
abuses, and supporting those working for 
peace.” 

She is volunteering with the Ecumenical 
Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel 
(EAPPI), an initiative of the World Council of 
Churches. 


£25, so that it could 
carry out maintenance 
on part of the building. 

The speaker was 
S4C’s Lowri Morgan 
from Gowerton, who 
spoke of her dive to the 
wreck of Titanic. 

Lowri showed a DVD 
and also spoke of experi¬ 
ences in extreme 
marathons. In the jungle 
marathon in the 
Amazon, of 150 top 
runners, only 50 finished 
and Lowri was in the top 
10 . 

She then entered the 
6633 Arctic ultra 
marathon, a 350-mile 
endurance race in eight 
days. Lowri was the 
only one to finish and 
she took 174 hours 8 
minutes to pull 501bs of 
equipment along the 
route. 

Angela Smith remind¬ 
ed the members of forth¬ 
coming events which 
included the Link 
groups’ night out in Pyle 
Church Hall on June 8 
for £3; a jewellery mak¬ 
ing course at Lederation 
House on June 25, and a 
Diamond Jubilee cele¬ 
bration lunch at Cornelly 
community centre on 
June 27. 

There is also a pro¬ 
posed trip to the newly- 
renovated Dewstow 
Gardens on July 23. 

Angela collected 
names of members who 
would like to see the 
show 42nd Street at the 
New Theatre, Cardiff. 


visitors are welcome at 
meetings. The next 
meeting takes place on 
June 18 at 7pm in Pen-y- 
Fai C of E primary 
school hall. 

Bible Church, 
Aberkenfig 

LAST Friday, I attend¬ 
ed a charity concert at 
the church to raise 
money for Velindre 
Hospital. 

Taking part were 
Brackla Community 
Chorus, Pencoed Silver 
Band and the flute quar¬ 
tet ‘Champagne Flutes’. 

The first thing I must 
comment on was the 
amazing Gillian Ridout, 
who was the musical 
director, choir conductor, 
percussionist with the 
band, and compere for 
the evening! 

Peter Davies, the con¬ 
ductor of the band, also 
deserves a mention; he 
had only just come out 
of hospital after a heart 
attack but was deter¬ 
mined to be part of the 
concert. 

The concert started 
with the band playing 
‘Le Reve Passe,’ a 
French military march 
with Gillian on the 
drums; then came Welsh 
folk song ‘David of the 
White Rock’ by magnifi¬ 
cent soloist Philip 
Loveday on the euphoni¬ 
um and Gillian on the 
xylophone, plus Cole 
Porter’s ‘Anything 
Goes.’ 

The choir provided a 
contrast with Gareth 
Waite on the piano and 
Gillian Ridout conduct¬ 
ing with the hit from 
Lionel Bart’s musical 
Oliver ‘Who will buy?’ 
followed by an 
Elizabethan Serenade. 

The Champagne 
Flutes, who consisted of 
Sheila Adams, Vanessa 


Chris Phillips then put Br y ant ’ Karen Hnyda 
this year’s resolution to and L y nda Jeffer >: 


the members, which is 
calling on the 
Government to increase 
investment in the train¬ 
ing, employment and 
retention of midwives in 
Wales to ensure services 
are adequately resourced 
and able to deliver a 
high standard of care. 

This was enthusiasti¬ 
cally debated by the 44 
members present and 
the motion was carried 
unanimously; the votes 
will now be taken to the 
annual general meeting 
in the Royal Albert Hall 
in London, when the 
decision to start lobby¬ 
ing Parliament will be 
made. 

There was a special 
raffle for a weekend 
away at the WI-financed 
Denman College, which 
was won by Beryl 
Nicholas and Margaret 
Phillips. 

New members and 


changed the mood again 
with Jack Jordan’s 
‘Little Red Monkey’, 
Stephen Foster’s 
‘Beautiful Dreamer’ and 
Henry Purcell’s ‘Sound 
the trumpet.’ 

The choir then 
returned with a medley 
from Phantom of the 
Opera and the band fol¬ 
lowed, Denise Hughes 
playing a solo part on 
cornet. 

Next, the band struck 
up with Coronation 
March from the opera Le 
Prophete by Giacomo 
Meyerbeer. 

The band started the 
second half with an 
arrangement by A Fernie 
of the music of Jimmy 
Webb’s song ‘Macarthur 
Park’, and then there 
was a brilliant solo part 
on the flugel horn by 
Marcus Bridgeman of 
‘Can’t help loving dat 
man of mine.’ 


The choir then 
returned with the song 
‘My heart will go on’ 
from the film Titanic, 
with a haunting solo on 
the flute by Vanessa 
Bryant, accompanied by 
Gareth Waite. 

The choir sang a song 
from the Baroque era 
and the Champagne 
Flutes then completed 
the concert with one 
more rendition by each. 

With more donations 
promised, the concert 
raised the sum of £625. 

Blackmill 

Bash 

THIS is the title of an 
event to help parents 
alleviate the boredom 
of their children during 
the Whitsun half term 
holiday on June 6 
between 12.30pm-4pm 
at the Sheepsales site, 
Blackmill square, 
Blackmill. 

There is a bike pump 
track at 12.30pm which 
has been organised by 
the ‘Bad Bikes’ youth 
organisation, a mobile 
climbing wall, face 
painting and other activi¬ 
ties. 

Evanstown 

Extravaganza 

ONCE again, 
Communities First has 
produced an event to 
help parents alleviate 
the boredom of their 
children during the 
Whitsun half term holi¬ 
day. 

On June 7 at 
Abercerdin Primary 
School sports hall from 
lpm-4pm, activities 
include a mobile climb¬ 
ing wall, running 
demonstrations, infant’s 
bouncy castle, rodeo bull 
and face painting etc. 


Heronsbridge School 
opens its new garden 
for a public viewing 


HERONSBRIDGE 
special school is 
opening for the 
first time for the 
National Gardens 
Scheme on Sunday, 
June 24. 

The pupils and staff 
of this school, which 
caters for pupils with 
disabilities, have put 
together a lively and 
entertaining and pro¬ 
ductive garden full of 
herbs, fruit and veg¬ 
etables. 

They love their 
flowers too, and these 
peep through the pro¬ 
lific foodstuffs. Their 
garden is in several 
areas throughout the 
school grounds and 
includes a bottle 
greenhouse, wormery, 
free range chickens, 
bee hive, and formal 
rose garden. 

The garden is used 
constantly in the good 
weather by the pupils 
and staff for teaching, 
and the children take 
turns to collect eggs 
and care for their 
chickens. 

In fact, the eggs and 
all produce are either 
used in the school 
kitchen by staff and 
pupils, or taken home 
by the children. 

Other highlights 
include a secret senso¬ 
ry garden tucked away 
between classrooms, 
where pupils can 
explore their senses, 
and an impressive wil¬ 
low tunnel. 

The majority of 
plants used are grown 
from seed or cuttings, 


Bridgend Male 
choir’s latest 
triumph is 
in Swansea 


BRIDGEND Male 
Choir’s latest con¬ 
cert was given on 
May 25 at All Saints 
Church, 
Oystermouth, close 
to the heartland of 
great Welsh choirs 
such as Morriston 
Orpheus and 
Pontarddulais. 

It can be fairly said 
that the Bridgend boys 
gave a first-class per¬ 
formance which wowed 
the appreciative and 
knowledgeable audience 
on an evening to mark 
the centenary year of the 
Swansea Bowling Club. 

The choir’s varied 
programme, ranging 
from ‘Llanfair’ to ‘Bring 
Him Home’, and ‘En 
Route’ to ‘Hava 
Naghila’, demonstrated 
their control in many 
types of music. 

Their performance 
was greatly enhanced by 
the direction of 
Rhiannon Williams-Hale 
in only her fourth con¬ 
cert in charge of the 
choir, as she conducted 
with the assurance of a 


true professional. 

In addition to the 
choir, Byron Newton of 
Christchurch, New 
Zealand, entranced 
everyone with his play¬ 
ing of the euphonium. 
His performance, partic¬ 
ularly of pieces by 
Hummel, was simply 
outstanding. 

In this he was more 
than ably assisted by the 
piano accompaniment of 
Laura Smith, the choir’s 
regular accompanist, 
who was equally accom¬ 
plished. 

As if not enough 
musical delights had 
already been provided, 
Scott Williams, another 
regular in the choir’s 
music team, played sev¬ 
eral compositions on the 
organ. The whole 
evening proved to be a 
true musical feast which 
delighted the audience. 

Everyone concerned 
with the Bridgend Male 
Choir is looking forward 
with relish to many years 
of making beautiful 
music with Rhiannon 
Williams-Hale and the 
rest of the music team. 

Tim O’Hagan 



ABOVE: Pupils in the new garden. 


making the garden self 
sustaining. The school 
also has a close rela¬ 
tionship with schools 
in Botswana and 
Tanzania, and this is 
reflected in the garden. 

They have grown 
African plants such as 
gazanias, and built a 
fascinating African 
Keyhole Garden, 
designed to grow food 
using water as effi¬ 
ciently as possible, 
based on gardens seen 
in their partner 
schools. 

A new eco lodge will 
be completed in time 


for the opening. All in 
all, this garden is a tri¬ 
umph for the pupils 
and staff led by Allison 
Rowlands and Anthea 
Guthrie. 

Anthea, a four-time 
gold medal winner at 
RHS garden shows, 
will also be giving a 
special talk called 
“Behind the Scenes at 
Chelsea” at 2pm. 

Home made cakes will 
also be on sale. 

The admission fee is 
£3, and the garden is 
open between 12 and 
4pm. 

SB 


MP warns 
jobless numbers 
mask true state 
of economy 


BRIDGEND MP 
Madeleine Moon 
has warned the 
Government to 
avoid complacency 
over recent unem¬ 
ployment figures. 

While David 
Cameron described a 
small fall in the number 
of Job Seekers 
Allowance (JSA) 
claimants as “welcome 
news”, Ms Moon says 
his Government is fail¬ 
ing to address longer- 
term trends of unem¬ 
ployment, redundancy, 
part-time jobs and 
regional disparity. 

The number of people 
claiming JSA in 
Bridgend has increased 
by 266 in the last year. 
Youth unemployment in 
particular has risen dra¬ 
matically. 

National trends have 
also shown that an 
increase in total jobs in 
the economy has come 
as a result of part-time 
work replacing full-time 
positions. 

Ms Moon said: 

“These figures make the 
Government’s priorities 
startlingly clear. While 
George Osborne cuts tax 
for the richest earners, 
youth unemployment in 
Bridgend has increased 


1,300 per cent. 

“These young people 
are bearing the brunt of 
a Government that can¬ 
not look beyond the 
south east. There, total 
employment is up by 
35,000. Here in Wales, 
it is down by 25,000. 

“It must be said that 
the figures do not give 
much cause for opti¬ 
mism in the near future. 
There are almost 50 per 
cent more people being 
made redundant than 
this time one year ago, 
and the number of new 
vacancies is also falling. 

“The Government’s 
austerity has dragged us 
back into recession, per¬ 
forming even worse 
than the EU economy 
which Ministers like to 
blame. 

“They wanted a 
recovery led by the pri¬ 
vate sector, but this has 
failed to replace 45,000 
of the public jobs lost. 
They wanted to reduce 
the deficit, but have to 
borrow more than ever 
to pay JSA to an extra 
100,000 people. 

“It is clear that the 
Coalition must heed 
these warning signs and 
change course before 
the damage to the 
British economy is 
irreparable.” 


Did you know you can read 
your GEM online? 

bridgend-today. co. uk 
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Supply Teaching Agency 


nn 9 



Adding value to education 

Bay Resourcing is a Cardiff baaed 
Multi Award Winning Teaching Agency. 



induction 

Opportunities 


Pay Rates 

4- Teacher C8041t 
TALSAE55 



To regsler yaj will need Registration with trie GTCW cc have CACHE 
foe! 1-4 or a deg ee and har* a rnnrnur of 6 months experenoe 
wth rhiCrcn in a dassrccm setting witEm te lav 4 years 

To arrange a local Interview celt 02$ 204$ 4560 



Did you know you can read your 
GEM online? bridgend-today.co.uk 


TEAM FROM ACT TAKES 
HOME THE TOP PRIZE! 


YOUNG people 
from Bridgend are 
celebrating - after 
winning the presti¬ 
gious Lloyds TSB 
Money for Life 
grand final in 
London. 

After a close battle 
against hopefuls from 
across the UK, the 
team finally brought 
home the top prize, 
after winning over an 
influential judging 
panel with ‘Don’t Buy 
Posh, Save Your Dosh’, 
an innovative project 
designed to help them 
and their peers 
improve their money 
management skills. 

The team of six 16 
to 19-year-olds from 
ACT (Associated 
Community Training) 
set up the project after 
securing a £500 grant 
from the Money for 
Life Challenge earlier 
this year. 

They used the 
money to transform 
their common room 
into a ‘Value Cafe’, 
where people could 
learn about how to 
save cash on their 
weekly shop simply by 
swapping from brand¬ 
ed to value products. 

The learners proved 
to their peers that they 
could save as much as 
£30 a week on a typi¬ 
cal grocery shop just 



ABOVE: The youngsters from 
Bridgend celebrate their victory. 


by choosing non- 
branded items, and 
they even held tasting 
sessions to put their 
point to the test. 

The judging panel 
was made up of Matt 
Young, Corporate 
Affairs Director for 
Lloyds Banking 
Group; Emma 
Thomas, Chief 
Executive of Youth 
Net; Hiran Adhia, 
Creative Director and 
Co-founder of We Do 
Ideas; Wendy Alcock 
from Money Saving 
Expert; and Irfan 
Zaman from the 
National Union of 
Students. 

Shannon Mears (16) 
who was involved in 
the project, said: “I’m 
amazed to find that I 
have learnt so many 
new skills and my 
mum is pleased that I 


have shown her how to 
save on our weekly 
shopping bill!” 

Andrew Cooksiey, 
Managing Director of 
ACT Training, Wales’ 
Largest Training 
Provider, said: “We 
are very proud of our 
learners for achieving 
national recognition 
and demonstrating the 
importance of manag¬ 
ing money from a 
young age. 

“Using their creativ¬ 
ity and hard work, the 
team were really able 
to engage with their 
fellow learners and get 
them to take a more 
cost effective approach 
to buying food. 

“It has been a life 
changing experience, 
the distance they have 
travelled to pull it off 
has been nothing short 
of outstanding.” 


Can you give a 
kitten a home? 



Cats Protection, Pant Hirwaun, 
Bryncethin, Bridgend CF32 9UJ 
Tel: 01656 726621 • Fax: 01656 722012 
Email: bridgend. manager@cats. org. uk 


‘WE are one of many litters of kittens that are 
currently available at the centre. 

“We are 10 weeks of age and have been vacci¬ 
nated, health checked, wormed/fleaed and will be 
microchipped. 

“Our names are Yariey (grey-white), Yvan 
(white-black), Yoko (ginger-white) and York (gin¬ 
ger).” 
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balance, valve, fitting 
and casing disposal 


Ondyend Industrial Estate Bmdlcy Rood, off Penarth Rood 
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To Celebrate _ 
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See you soon...we are marking 
our prices down now! 

Huge stocks of Beds, Bedroom Furniture, Sofas 
and Chairs, Leather, Soft Cover and Carpets... 


Unit I. Retail Area. 
Llandow Ind. Est, 

Nr Cowbridge. CF71 7PA 

Tel: (01446) 772927/772928 

SAT NAV CF71 7PA 


pJL*. in— RyALUX 


NORMAL OPENING HOURS 
MON. TUES WED&PRJ 9anvS30pnr\OPEN LATE EVW 
THURSDAY9*r»-8pn5AT lOam-S 30prr.9JN | IjnvSfn 


Visit our webste at 
*iww.theplacefortiorraltd.co^ 
Enquiries: email salcs5pthcplaccforhomesltdco.uk 


Jjuij with confidence from a family business with over 40 <years experience 
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Mrs Iris Groom , 1926-2012 

- r TV. A SERVICE of underprivileged in socie- many years in the St 

™\ thanksgiving for the ^ John ’ s Ambulance serv- 

VW late Mrs Tris Her nursin § career lce - 

ki” MI s 11 began as a teenager and The service at St 

Groom, took place eventually took her to Mary’s and later at the 

at St Mary Hill Canada, where she con- Coychurch Crematorium 
Church on tinued caring for others, were conducted by the 

ThurcHilv Mpv 11 Iris was a devout Rector, Rev Canon Val 
c ,, , u * Christian and on many Hamer, and Rev Canon 

St Mary s Church was occasions> was asked t0 Pe terRaikes. 
tull to capacity with conduct 

a service at Our thoughts at this 
neighbours, fnends and Saron chapel, in the vil- unhappy time are with 
family, for the funeral of lage of Treoes. Iris’s son Ron, daughter 

a much-loved lady, who As she was so well Val, daughter-in-law, 

through her life had known, the services and granddaughter 

worked tirelessly for the would be very well Francester. 

attended. Donations, if desired, 

For many years, Iris may be made to the 

was a supporter of Sandville Foundation, 

Sandville Homes in Porthcawl. 

Porthcawl and spent NANCY DAVIDGE 


RAF VETERAN CELEBRATES 
90 TH BIRTHDAY IN BARRY 



IRIS GROOM. 


! Passmores 
1 Solicitors 



Passmores Solicitors are accredited members of both 
the Law Society Advanced Family Panel and Resolution 
and offer the best advice in order to resolve the issue as 
simply as possible. Our team of highly qualified solicitors 
are here to offer expert professional advice to find the 
best outcome for you. 

We specialise in:- 

□ Contact & Residence □ Mediation 

□ Collaborative Law □ Forced marriages 

□ Care Proceedings □ Child Abduction 

□ Domestic Violence □ Public Funding (Legal Aid) 

□ Matrimonial & Relationship Breakdown 


Contact us on 01446 721000 

21 Tynewydd Road, Barry, CF62 8HB 
www.passmores.com 
_ mail @ passmores.com _ 


( 1 - ^ IfiF 


DOUG HUMPHREY, a 
World War 2 veteran 
from Barry, recently 
celebrated his 90th 
birthday in hospital, sur¬ 
rounded by nursing staff 
and balloons 

He joined the RAF in 
1941 until his demob as a 
corporal in 1946. 

He spent much of his 
time in the Western Desert, 
as a motor transport driver 
(MTD). 

Much to his dismay, his 
selection midway through 
the campaign, for Lancaster 
aircrew training as a ‘Tail 
End Charlie’ (rear turret 
gunner) was cut short, as 
his skills as an MTD 


Henry returns to Wales, 
to support Ty Hapus 


FORMER Wales rugby team 
coach Graham Henry is set to 
return to south Wales to visit 
Ty Hapus, the charity of 
which he is a patron. 

Ty Hapus and Alzheimer’s Society 
worked in partnership to develop the 
new centre in December 2011, in 


younger people with dementia with 
specialist services. 

Ellin Jones, Alzheimer’s Society 
support services manager for Cardiff 
and the Vale, said: “We very much 
look forward to welcoming Graham 
Henry to Ty Hapus and to introduce 
him to people living with dementia, 
their carers as well as staff, volunteers 


order to provide respite services and , 

support for people under 65 and their an ttr £ u PP or er ^' , f . 

^ ^ Ty Hapus is a wonderful, innova¬ 

tive way to meet the needs of younger 
people who have a broader spectrum 
of needs. 

“We hope to reach more people 
with this centre and help them to live 
well with dementia. 

“Having Graham Henry as our 
patron will help to raise our profile as 
well as raise awareness of dementia in 
general.” 


carers. 

Day trips, arts and crafts, cooking, 
music and singing and photography 
are some of the services that 
Alzheimer’s Society staff and volun¬ 
teers provide at Ty Hapus. 

Justine Pickering, whose mother 
was diagnosed with early-onset 
Alzheimer’s when she was 55, found¬ 
ed Ty Hapus with the aim of raising 
funds to set up the centre and provide 


became more vital in the 
war efforts at that time. 

Doug’s small stature was 
well suited to the cramped 
conditions in the Lancaster 
Bombers’ lonely rear gun 
turret position. 

As the survival rate for a 
‘Tail End Charlie’ was, on 
average, eight missions, 
perhaps Doug was fortunate 
that his course was can¬ 
celled. 

Doug said that he made 
and lost many good friends 
during those years in the 
RAF. 

He was grateful for the 
camaraderie in those trou¬ 
bled times, but now enjoys 
a quieter life in retirement. 

Cards and well wishes 
were sent from the Royal 
Air Forces Association, 
Barry branch, and the 
Royal British Legion. 

GH 



RAF Veteran Doug Humphrey celebrated 
his 90th birthday in hospital recently. 


SOUTH WALES’ 

B9 

LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 

MANUFACTURERS 


actiondoors.com 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 


rm _ 01656 659274 
01446 439214 

•mm 



WENVOE 

<y ? as*'c/e'/r 

& Paving Centre 


Wenvoe Garden Buildings 
& Paving Centre 
Style Gardens Centre 
Port Road, Wenvoe 
Cardiff, 

CF56AD 


Opening Times: 

Monday - Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm 
Saturday 9.00am - 5.00pm 
Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 
Tel: 02920 591000 
www.wenvoegarden.co.uk 


Come and see - our fantastic range of Log Cabins, Gazebos and Hot Tub Houses 



We can deliver these Log Cabins anywhere in the country. 
Prices from £975 inc VAT and delivery (excluding felt or shingles) 
Also available: Sheds - Summerhouses - Greenhouses 
Playhouses - Potting Sheds - Arches and Arbours 
Dutch Barns - Garages - Paving - Stepping Stones 
Edgings - Fencing - Trellis - PLUS LOTS MORE!!! 

We look forward to seeing you! 

DOWNLOAD OUR CABIN BROCHURE at 

www.wenvoegarden.co.uk 



APEX SHEDS 

6' x 4' - £295 
T x 5' -£319 
8' x 6' - £375 

Prices include 
VAT and local 
delivery. 
While stocks last 



Installation only £65 

(locally, on your 
prepared base) 

Need a base? 

Want your old shed 
taken away? 

We are happy to 
quote for the work! 


We have a great 
range of Paving 
and Patio Kits 
available e.g. 

Chalice 
Paving 5.76m 2 

£99.99 

inc VAT 

Colours: 

Honey Brown 
Mellow Gold 


Also: Gravels, Fencing, 
Trellis, Garden Arches, 
plus much more 


Chalice Circle 3.24m 2 

£99.99 inc VAT 

Colours: 

Honey Brown 
Mellow Gold 


Aurora 
Circle 1.8m 

£139.99 

inc VAT 

Colours: 
Antique Grey/ 
Barley 
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Refurbishment 
programme to 
start at hospice 


THE Marie Curie 
Hospice, Penarth, is 
set to begin work 
on refurbishment 
plans aimed at 
improving the stan¬ 
dards of privacy 
and dignity offered 
to patients and 
their families. 

A spokeswoman said: 
“Built in 1985, the five- 
storey hospice was pur¬ 
pose-built to reflect the 
care standards of its age. 

“Many of the current 
facilities are now in need 
of modernisation to meet 
the changing needs of 
patients and to provide a 
modern environment 
which meets the high 
levels of care offered by 
Marie Curie nursing 
staff. 

“The 11-week refur¬ 


bishment programme, 
starting mid-June, will 
see the existing layout 
reconfigured to greatly 
improve in-patient 
accommodation facili¬ 
ties. 

“The changes will see 
more single occupancy 
rooms created and all 
multi-bed ward rooms 
will include new en- 
suite shower facilities. 

“The existing recep¬ 
tion area will be opened 
up to create a more mod¬ 
em and welcoming open 
plan space - complete 
with a large lounge area. 

“In addition, new 
family and visitor rooms 
will be built across both 
patient floors, ensuring 
that families have the 
necessary space and pri¬ 
vacy with which to visit 
their loved ones. 


Time to unwind 



HOT 

TUBS 

from 

£3,799 


BOS 


Local supplier showroom in Pyle 
01656 741 625 
BOS Leisure, 12 Marshfield Avenue 
Pyle, Bridgend. CF336RX 

www.bosleisure.co.uk 


While the building 
work is being carried 
out, the hospice will 
temporarily re-locate on 
June 13 to a specially- 
adapted palliative care 
unit in Velindre Cancer 
Centre. 

Marie Curie will con¬ 
tinue to provide all cur¬ 
rent services for patients 
and visitors, including 
day services and com¬ 
plementary therapies, at 
the Velindre site. The 
Marie Curie community 
nursing service will con¬ 
tinue to visit patients in 
their own homes. 

Hospice manager 
Karen Stephens said: 
“We’re very thankful to 
Velindre for accommo¬ 
dating us while we carry 
out a much-needed 
refurbishment of our 
hospice in Penarth. 

“Every year it costs 
over £3.7 million, or 
more than £10,000 a day, 
to keep the hospice open 
- we are still very much 
reliant on our supporters 
to help raise the funds 
for running costs. 

“The support of the 
community is vital - 
both in terms of money 
and volunteers - to 
enable us to continue to 
provide expert care and 
the best quality of life, 
totally free, for people 
with cancer and other 
life-limiting illnesses.” 


Running in 
the sun for 
Age Concern 



ABOVE: Karen and Simone show off 
their medals at the finishing line. 


THE third annual 
Cardiff 5K fun run 
took place recently 
in Bute Park, where 
hundreds enjoyed 
the sunshine while 
running, jogging or 
walking for their 
chosen charities. 

Age Concern 
Cardiff and the Vale 
were one of the fun 
run’s nominated chari¬ 
ties, and running to 
show their support on 
the day were Karen 
Steele and Simone 
O’Reilly. 

Both completed the 
course and were pre¬ 
sented with their 


medals for taking part. 

Karen said: “It was 
fun to take part, espe¬ 
cially as the weather 
was on our side! 

“I’m proud to have 
completed the run and 
even more proud that 
we have been able to 
raise much-needed 
funds to help Age 
Concern Cardiff and 
the Vale continue their 
great work supporting 
local older people. ” 

Anyone wanting to 
make a donation can 
visit: www.age-con- 
cern-cardiff.org.uk, or 
call 02920 527186. 


Paper dove for peace 


MORE than 120 people of all 
ages attended a special 
Pentecost service at All Saints 
Church, in Victoria Square, 
Penarth, on Sunday, May 27. 

The service began with the well- 
known hymn ‘Shine Jesus Shine,’ 
accompanied by the church orchestra. 

Other special musical items includ¬ 
ed a medley of worship songs with 
piano and guitar accompaniment, with 
one song ‘Jesus put this song into our 
hearts’ specially arranged by Nigel 
Lloyd-Latham and featuring a moving 
violin solo from Tom Sharpe. 

The choir, directed by organist John 
Davies, sang an unaccompanied ver¬ 
sion of ‘Spirit of the Living God’ and 
‘King of All Ages’. 


Geoff Snowdon and Tricia Ingram 
then led a dramatised retelling of the 
coming of the Holy Spirit upon the 
apostles, with sound effects provided 
by the congregation! 

Rev Peter Cox then gave an address, 
followed by prayers led by the church 
youth group. When it came to the tra¬ 
ditional sharing of the peace, all the 
children were presented with a paper 
dove as a sign of peace, which they 
then passed to other members of the 
congregation. 

The next all-age service at All Saints 
is at 10am on Sunday, June 24, during 
which a number of adults and young 
people will be confirmed by the Right 
Rev David Wilbourne, Assistant 
Bishop of Llandaff. MG 
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All Pine 
furniture 
British 
made 


FREE Delivery 
within 25 miles 

Traditionally 
made, fully 
assembled 
furniture 

FREE Parking 

Complimentary 

Coffee 



4a WEST WINDS BUSINESS PARK, LLANGAN 
COWBRIDGE CF35 5DR Tel: 01656 861120 
www.homecomfortsfw.co.uk 



.com 


Everybody’s Talking - About Us!! 

In 2009, when Chris and his colleagues at Bridgend’s Allied Carpets discovered they were about to be made redundant, 
they were devastated. As expert carpet fitters, there wasn’t much they didn’t know about the business, and Chris realised 
that he wasn’t prepared to walk away from the work that he loved along with his 20 years of expertise and experience. 
With a young family to support, he and his wife Michelle had no alternative but to pick up the pieces and move forward. 
So, with little more than their van, a determination to succeed and bucket full of optimism, they set up 2012 Flooring. Back 
then, one of their principle aims was to try to keep the old team of fitters together (and gainfully employed). 



Although he didn’t know it at the time, twenty years of listening 
to customers while he was fitting their carpets had equipped 
Chris with priceless market research. Consequently he’d 
developed plenty of great ideas about improving the process of 
buying flooring. Suddenly he found himself in the unique position 
of being able to integrate these ideas into his new business. 

Customers had often told Chris that they found carpet stores 
overwhelming places, with a bewildering range of products and 
confusing layout. On the other hand, buying their flooring online, 
with no opportunity to first evaluate the quality and colour of the 
product, was a risk most were reluctant to take. 


10% OFF ALL 
FLOORING 

Please present or mention 
voucher when ordering 


The solution? The best of both worlds. With 2012 Flooring, customers can first narrow down their 
preferences from the company’s website. Chris will then take suitable samples to their homes for them to 
see them next to their own furniture, colour schemes and lighting. And there’s never a hint of sales 
pressure because that goes against everything that 2012 Flooring stands for. Chris and his team are 
carpet fitters, not salesmen. They want their keen pricing, excellent standard of service and great 
reputation to be the only reasons people have for choosing them. For Chris, Michelle and the team, their good reputation is worth more than any sale, and their 
business model is driven by Michelle’s ‘three Ps’ work ethic - professional, polite and punctual. 

Selecting your flooring from 2012 Flooring is easy, but after that ... it gets even easier! The team will move your furniture, lift your 
flooring, fit around cupboards, lay your new flooring efficiently and tidy up after themselves. It’s as simple as that. 

When they started 2012 Flooring in 2009, Chris and Michelle wanted to create something fresh and new in the marketplace. They 
set out to turn the process of buying new flooring a pleasure rather than a pain. Three years on, their consistently positive 
customer feedback would suggest that they’ve succeeded. 

And what about those ex-colleagues from Allied Carpets? Well this is one story with a happy ending because Chris relies on 
their expertise daily to help him deliver the excellent service associated with 2012 Flooring. 

For the Floor you want in your home - pick up the phone! 

0800 610 2012 or 0788 301 2080 www.2012flooring.com 

FREE ESTIMATES 
FREE MEASURING SERVICE 
FREE DELIVERY 


current 

3 

BEDROOM 
HOUSE 
CARPETED 
from 

£ 299.00 


facebook 


follow 
us on 


VISA 


>2 c$ 
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Bridgend gives 
Olympic flame a 
warm welcome! 


LAST Saturday will be long 
remembered in Bridgend 
county borough as people 
turned out in their thousands 
to witness the arrival of the 
Olympic flame. 

Residents lined every part of the 
Olympic Torch Relay route to cheer on 
members of the community who had 
been selected to act as torchbearers for 
the event. 

The festivities began as a special 
Olympic convoy carried the flame 
from Rhondda Cynon Taf over the 
Bwlch into Bridgend county borough. 

Nantymoel was the first community 
to welcome the flame as the convoy 
travelled down Bwlch-y-Clawdd Road 
and Ogwy Street. From here it moved 
on to Ogmore Vale along Aber Road, 
High Street and Cemetery Road. 

Huge crowds greeted the relay as it 
travelled along Blackmill Road and 
Hong Kong Terrace in Bry nee thin. 

From Bryncethin, the torch moved 
on to Bridgend town centre where an 
estimated 35,000 people had gathered, 
many of whom had been queuing for 
several hours to ensure they could get 
the best views. 


The relay entered the town centre at 
Derwen Road and was carried along a 
tightly packed Nolton Street. 

In Cowbridge Road, the entire 
length of the dual carriageway was 
filled with wellwishers, then the relay 
moved up Park Street where many res¬ 
idents had decorated their houses with 
bunting and marked the occasion by 
holding garden parties and barbecues. 

Crowds gathered along Bryntirion 
Hill, and in Laleston there was a com¬ 
munity party as the relay headed 
towards Pyle and the final leg of its 
local journey. 

Council Leader Mel Nott said: 
“People of all ages from all across the 
area turned out in their thousands to 
make this a once in a lifetime experi¬ 
ence, not just from the county borough 
but from further afield too. 

“There was a carnival atmosphere 
all along the route and I am continuing 
to hear stories about the many ways in 
which we came together as a commu¬ 
nity to mark this important occasion.” 

You can view images from the relay 
through Bridgend county borough by 
visiting the photostream for BCBC at: 
www.flickr.com. 


What is Christian Science? 

A free public talk and Q&A 


- Proven System of Help and Healing 
• Effective Reliable Prayer 



www.ChrlfitUnSctonoQCarchfT.co.uk 


MARK TAKES GOLD AT 
CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS 


A Welsh judoka is cele¬ 
brating a double success 
after taking gold at the 
inaugural Barlestone 
Club Championships 24 
hours after passing his 
4th kyu grading. 

Mark Pickering, 26, from 
Pencoed, Bridgend, is the 
media officer at the British 
Judo Association - the 
National Governing Body for 
the Olympic and Paralympic 
sport of judo in Great Britain - 
and has embraced the sport 
since taking up the role in 
2010 . 


The former Porthcawl Town 
footballer, who passed his 4th 
kyu grading on Friday to seal a 
promotion from a yellow to 
orange belt, was one of the 
club’s eight senior judoka who 
took part in the competition on 
Saturday in Leicestershire. 

Of the eight judoka, Mark 
held the second lowest grade 
but despite giving up experi¬ 
ence and nous to grades 
including two 1st kyu judoka, 
the Loughborough-based 
writer swiftly moved into 
medal contention. 

The Welshman won his pool 
with two victories and moved 


forward to a second and final 
pool where he reeled off three 
more triumphs with all wins 
coming by way of ippon, the 
maximum score which imme¬ 
diately ends the contest. 

The newly-crowned 
Barlestone Club Champion 
said: “I’m delighted to win 
gold, my goal was to win a 
medal so to top the medal ros¬ 
trum was fantastic and topped 
a perfect weekend having 
graded on Friday. 

“The club championships 
were a great event to be part of 
and I have to thank the club 
and the coaches and for their 


fine efforts in delivering such 
an enjoyable and successful 
event.” 

Former British international 
and Barlestone head coach 
Wayne Lakin said: “Mark did 
really well, he worked hard 
and really utilised his ashi- 
waza (foot techniques) well 
and I have to thank him for 
volunteering as a table official 
for the junior competition.” 

Try the Olympic and 
Paralympic sport of judo with 
a free lesson at your local club. 
For details visit www.britishju- 
do.org.uk. 

MP 


Who wants to build what and 
where in the county borough? 


Tesco Stores Ltd - 
Cowbridge Road, 
Bridgend - External sig¬ 
nage to new ‘click and 
collect’ pod and canopy 
in the Tesco store car 
park. 

Bridgend CBC - 4,5 and 
6 Heol Penderyn, 
Brackla - Cut back 
branches of beech trees 
to main trunk and fell and 
remove 1 x diseased tree 
(1989) OBC No. 5. 
Bridgend BCB - Youth 
drop-in centre, Griffin 
Park, Eastern 

Promenade, Porthcawl 

- Re-siting of sectional 
building to provide a 
youth drop-in facility. 
BCBC Regeneration 
Dept - Porthcawl har¬ 
bour, Eastern prome¬ 
nade, Porthcawl 
Install new dock gate, 
new breakwater, new 
pontoons and repairs to 
dock walls. 

Mr Gareth Thomas - 1 
Dan y Deri, Broadlands 

- Fence and gate across 


shared driveway. 

Mr D Dummett - 99 
West Park Drive, 
Porthcawl - Two storey 
side extension, first floor 
rear extension and pro¬ 
vide forecourt parking; 
amended plans. 

J and S Developments - 
3 Bethania Street, 
Maesteg - convert single 
residence into two self- 
contained apartments 
with rear single storey 
extension. 

Mr Robert Vicker - Ty- 
Maen, Bryncethin - 

Raise ridge height of two 
rear gable ends to pro¬ 
vide greater amenity 
space. 

Mr Michael Mills - 21 
Heol y Blodau, Cefn 
Glas - Remove existing 
conservatory and con¬ 
struct single storey 
extension to rear. 

Mrs P Collins - Land 
rear of Sandown, Ton 
Kenfig, Maudlam, 
Bridgend - Convert sta¬ 
ble block with grain/sad¬ 


dle store to residential 
beauty spa with treat- 
m e n t 
rooms/office/lounge. 

Mrs P Arnold - 14 Gallt 
y Ddrudwen, 

Broadlands - Proposed 
single storey extension 
for sun lounge. 

Mrs Tracy Jefferies - 53 
Heol Degwm, North 
Cornelly - Single storey 
rear shower room. 

Mr Leo King - 20 
Rhodfa Cnocell y Coed, 
Broadlands - Increase 
garden width by extend¬ 
ing fenceline 1.7m out¬ 
wards. 

Mr Stephen Davies - 12 
Ty Fry Close, 
Brynmenyn - Single 
storey rear/side extension 
and garage conversion. 
Mr Clive Williams - 2 
Talana Terrace, 

Maesteg - Kitchen/bed¬ 
room extensions to rear. 
Mr D L Thomas - 
Stormy Farm, Pyle - 
Cover open cattle feed¬ 
ing yard and erect slurry 


storage tower. 

Rhondda Cynon Taff 
CBC - Tynewydd and 
Maendy Farms, Gilfach 
Goch - Erection of seven 
wind turbines (blade top 
height of 110m) and 
associated works. 
Renewable Energy 
Partnerships - Newton 
Down Windfarm, 
Stormy Lane, 

Porthcawl - Two wind 
turbines with max height 


blade tip of 125 m with 
vehicular access, site 
tracs and associated 
works. 

Mr Andrew James - Pen 
y Bryn, Bryngarn 
Road, Rhiwceilog, 
Pencoed - New building 
for storage and housing 
of horses. 

Mr Nigel Wells - Land 
north of Haul Bryn, - 

8 no. houses (outline 
application). 


Pupils help charity 


THE year-4 children 
in St David’s Church 
in Wales Primary 
School recently raised 
£115 for CLIC SAR¬ 
GENT on their 
Enterprise Day. 

They invited other 
children and parents to 
the event and sold pop¬ 
corn, crispy cakes, Easter 
eggs, Easter decorations 
and bracelets. They also 
had activities such as 


guess the name of the 
bear, guess the name of 
the rabbit and a lucky 
dip. 

CLIC SARGENT 
charity supports young 
people with cancer and 
Mrs Claire Mitchell 
fundraises for the charity. 
As she is one of the par¬ 
ents in St David’s, she 
gratefully received the 
cheque from Lloyd and 
Ella, pupils in the year-4 
class. 


ENDS THIS BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND 
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Vale business leaders 
support new warship 


THE HMS Dragon 
Officer’s Auxiliary 
Mess is no longer 
‘all at sea’ as it has 
found a permanent 
home for its on¬ 
shore mess dinners 
at the Vale Resort in 
Hensol. 

The Vale Resort is 
playing host to the quar¬ 
terly dinners over the 
coming year, when the 
auxiliary crew, made up 
of prominent members of 
the business community, 
meet to celebrate their 
association with HMS 
Dragon. 

HMS Dragon is the 
Royal Navy’s latest state- 
of-the-art stealth destroy¬ 
er, which is affiliated to 
Cardiff. It is one of six 
Type 45 destroyers, 
designed to shield a fleet 
from air attack. 

At 152-metres long, its 
huge flight decks can 
accommodate helicopters 
up to the size of a 
Chinook, with enough 
space to host up to 60 
Royal Marines. It is one 
of the most advanced 
warships in the world, 
and can be deployed any¬ 
where across the globe. 

The formation of an 
OnShore Mess is an ini¬ 
tiative of the British 
Warships Association 
(BWA), which serves to 
link Her Majesty’s war¬ 
ships with business and 
communities in the 
ships’ home regions. 

Business leaders are 



Commander Darren Houston RN from HMS Dragon presents 
Vale Resort Director, Stephen Leeke (right) with the Ship’s Crest. 


invited to join the 
onShore mess and show 
their support to the Royal 
Navy. The HMS Dragon 
onShore mess is headed 
by Commander John 
Curteis DL, former 
Deputy Lord Lieutenant 
of South Glamorgan and 
a local accountant. 

The onShore mess has 
raised more than £55,000 
for HMS Dragon through 
donations and sponsor¬ 
ship in kind, to support 
the welfare and quality of 
life on board the ship for 
its crew. 

Commander Darren 
Houston said: “It is great 
news that we and the 
British Warship 

Association have formed 
a great friendship with 
one of the country’s pre¬ 
mier resort hotels. 

“We are delighted that 
the Vale Resort will be 


home to the auxiliary 
mess dinners. These din¬ 
ners are a great way to let 
our supporters hear about 
HMS Dragon and to con¬ 
tinue to build ties with all 
of our friends in Wales. 

“Proceeds from the 
dinner are donated to the 
Royal Navy and Royal 
Marines Charity.” 

Commander Darren 
Houston RN and execu¬ 
tive officer Lieutenant 
Commander John 

FitzPatrick RN, were 
guests at the Spring Mess 
Dinner on Friday, May 
25, where Stephen 
Leeke, director of the 
Vale Resort, was present¬ 
ed with a Ship’s Crest, as 
a token of their apprecia¬ 
tion, and as a badge of 
honour. 

Mr Leeke said: “The 
recent events around the 
world have emphasised 


the importance of our 
armed forces in the UK. 

“We are looking for¬ 
ward to being the HMS 
Dragon’s, Auxiliary 
Crew official onshore 
wardroom and providing 
the ship, as well as the 
business community, 
with a warm welcome 
when they are in the 
area.” 

HMS Dragon is keen 
to build further links 
with its home city of 
Cardiff and is currently 
looking for community 
projects that it can get 
involved with. Any com¬ 
munities who would like 
help in kind from HMS 
Dragon and her crew 
should get in touch with 
Stephen Watts from the 
British Warships 

Association on 07909 
697326 or email 
steve. watts @ bwa. org.uk 
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Airline flies flag for 
the Queen’s Jubilee 



THE regional UK 
ABOVE: . 6 

The Embraer 135 jet airline, Eastern 
complete with ‘Best of Airways, which 
British’livery. J „ 

operates plights from 


^\Qnthg jg 

Stockists of: 

Vizaviz | 

Brandtex ’tcF* 

Paul Separates • 

Casamia H ^ 

Mint 

Jewellery '. ' 

Accessories ■ . ■ 1 •» 

Jubilee 

Special 

4 Wick Road, Ewenny, CF35 5BL 

Tel. 01656 658388 

www.samanthabofglamorgan.co.uk 


20% off 


Cardiff Airport, will 
be flying the flag for 
Britain this summer, 
as one of its aircraft 
has been unveiled in 
Union Jack livery. 

The one-off ‘Best of 
British ’ livery - in 
vibrant red, white and 
blue - has been intro¬ 
duced to commemorate 
the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee. 

The new livery can be 
seen on the fuselage and 
tailfin of a 37-seater 
Embraer 135 jet, which 
flies around Eastern 
Airways ’ UK and 
European network. 


DOG OF THE WEEK 



ABOVE: 

Loving Mollie is looking for a new home 
away from the stressful life in kennels. 

Can you give 
Mollie a home? 

THE GEM has joined woman writes. She has 
forces with the Dogs come from a working 
Trust to find suitable background, so is a 
homes for residents at bright and active girl. 
the Bridgend rehoming She enjoys the com- 
centre. pany of other dogs, and 


THIS WEEK: 

Mollie is a five- 
year-old collie. She 
is a really affection¬ 
ate girl, and just 
loves a good fuss! 

She is a bright little 
dog, and is looking for a 
new home with an 
owner who has owned 
collies before, a spokes- 


New Vale Council 
‘Scrutiny Chair’ 

INDEPENDENT Barry councillor Richard 
Bertin has been appointed Chair of the Vale 
Council’s social care scrutiny committee. 

One of the main tasks of the 10-strong cross¬ 
party committee is to scrutinise plans to reduce 
the financial overspend in the social services 
department. 


has regular lunch-dates 
with her carer and her 
dogs! She is house- 
trained and can be left 
for a few hours. 

We are hoping her 
perfect home will come 
forward soon, as she is 
used to living in a home 
and is getting a little 
stressed with life in ken¬ 
nels. She will make a 
really lovely companion 
- could she be yours? 

If you would like to 
offer Mollie, or any of 
our dogs a home, please 
call on 01656 725219, 
or visit the Dogs Trust, 
Court Colman, Pen-y- 
Fai, Bridgend, CF31 
4NG. 

We are open 12 noon- 
4pm every day, except 
Monday; and open until 
8pm on Wednesdays. 


Rockwool names 
Glaze ‘charity of 
the year’ for 2012 



ROCKWOOL 


IKSC<Z» 



Tim Vincent of Rockwool presents the cheque to Ray Murray 
and Andy Thomas of Glaze. 


ROCKWOOL, the world’s 
leading manufacturer of stone 
wool insulation, has presented 
a cheque for £2,000 to Glaze 
Prostate Charity, Wales, after 
company employees voted to 
make it Rockwool’s Charity of 
the Year. 

Of the 12 charities put forward this 
year by Rockwool employees, Glaze 
was nominated as the most popular 
cause. 

The charity works to raise aware¬ 
ness and promote understanding of 
prostate diseases, together with raising 
funds for the latest equipment and 
training healthcare professionals. 

The charity was nominated by Tim 
Vincent at Rockwool, who presented 
the cheque to Ray Murray and Andy 
Thomas of Glaze at a ceremony early 


this year. Rockwool spokesperson 
Paula Bateman said: “Rockwool is 
delighted to present this cheque to the 
Glaze Charity. 

“The Charity of the Year pro¬ 
gramme generates great enthusiasm 
around the plant as it is the employees 
that decide which charity is chosen 
and who the donation will benefit.” 

Ray Murra thanked the staff at 
Rockwool for their donation, saying: 
“This generous donation will go 
towards funding the centre of excel¬ 
lence for Green Light Laser treatment 
at the Princess of Wales Hospital 
Bridgend, and maintaining the quality 
of the equipment at the centre in gen¬ 
eral. 

“It is thanks to donations like this 
that the hospital is able to maintain its 
status as one of only three eminent 
teaching units in Europe.” 


REPLACEMENT DOOR & WORKTOP SPECIALISTS 


FREE 
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A family business with vast experience in the replacement 
door and worktop market. Everything you require from the 
doors, to worktops and new appliances and sinks 
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Many mort stunning designer bedroom 
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ON May 22, family, 
friends and GEM 
colleagues gathered 
at Coychurch 
Crematorium to 
commemorate the 
life of Florence 
Snell, a remark¬ 
able lady who 
enhanced the lives 
of everyone who 
knew her. 


Florence (67) was 
bom in Calcutta, India, 
on December 14, 1944, 
and in her later years 
made her home at 
Llantwit Major with her 
husband, Gerry. 

She worked for The 
GEM as a typesetter for 
more than 12 years, and 
the sudden death of 
someone so full of fun 
and energy has shocked, 
not only her family and 


ABOVE: Schooldays - the prefects at 
Kalimpong in 1962 with Florence ‘the 
perfect prefect’ second from the left. 


close friends, but all of 
her work colleagues. 

She led a fascinating 
life, full of travel and 
friendships, and knew 
dozens of people scat¬ 
tered across the globe - 
from Wales to Australia, 
and from India to 
England. 

Florence’s mother 
died when she was one- 
year-old and from 1946 
to 1962, she was an 
infant, and then a pupil 
at Dr Graham’s Home, 
Kalimpong, a hill station 
on the Mahabharat 
Range in north-west 
India. 

Kalimpong lies in the 
shadow of the mighty 
Himalaya mountain 
range, which can be seen 
in the distance, and 
Florence retained a life¬ 
long love for the area, 
and also for Dr 
Graham’s Homes, later 
sponsoring pupils 
through their school life. 

Florence learned 
Pitman’s shorthand and, 
thanks to Rev John 


if mwtf 
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GAS MAINTENANCE & l J 
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ABOVE: 

Florence (on left) with two close friends, 
Rose Foo and Margaretta Purtill. 
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Underfloor Heating? 

Contact the Experts at 

Heating & Plumbing Warehouse 

Best Prices Guaranteed 

Tel: 02920 461 964 or 
07702 748 730 

www.hpwarehouse.co.uk 


Florence Astrid Snell, a much-loved 
colleague and friend ( 1944 - 2012 ) 




life through rose-tinted 
glasses!” 

The GEM’s Editorial 
Manager, Don John, 
added: “Everyone here 
is still in a profound 
state of shock at the 
sudden snatching away 
of such a lively and car¬ 
ing personality, who 
had endeared herself to 
her colleagues by her 
positive outlook on life 
and warm, generous 
nature. 


“Her personal loyalty, 
conscientiousness and 
genuine niceness were 
all rare qualities that 
stamped her out and she 
will be sadly missed, not 
least by myself. It was 
truly a privilege to have 
known her. 

“I know I speak for 
everyone at The GEM in 
extending deepest sym¬ 
pathy to her sorrowing 
family and close friends 
in their very sad loss. ” 
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MONDAY 

Barry 

4.30 & 6.30pm 

Brynsion Hall, 

Junction of Court Road 
& Llanover Street 
Lorraine - 01446 407002 

Rhoose 

5.30pm &7.30pm 

Celtic Way Community 
Centre, Celtic Way 
Helen-01446 750738 

Penarth 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Elfed Avenue Methodist 
Church, Elfed Road 
Sarah - 07525 852288 

TUESDAY 

Barry - 5.30pm 

Holy Trinity 
Presbyterian Church, 
Trinity Street 
Joanne - 01446 404897 
Barry - 4.30pm 
St. Davids Methodist 
Church Hall, 

Winston Road 
Annamarie-01446 
736534 

Llantwit Major 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Our Lady & St llltyd 
Church (Catholic) 

Ham Lane East 
Helen-01446 750738 


Calling all 
past members. 

A warm welcome 
awaits you. 

Sully - 6.30pm 

The Old School 

South Road 

Niki - 01446 740394 

WEDNESDAY 

Barry 

4.45 & 6.45pm 

St. Francis Millennium 
Centre, Park Road, 
Porth-y-Castell 
Annamarie-01446 
736534 

Barry - 6.00pm 

Cadoxton 
Methodist Church 
Church Road 
Joanne - 01446 404897 

Penarth 

9.30am & 11.45am 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy-07894 275853 

Penarth 

5.00pm & 7.00pm 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy - 07894 275853 


THURSDAY 

Cowbridge - 9.30am 

Cowbridge 
Rugby Club 
Rob-07708 941279 
Barry - 6.00pm 
Highlight Park 
Community Centre, Barry 
Nia-07793 885581 
Dinas Powys 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
The Cabin by swimming 
pool, Hebron Hall 
Sarah - 07525852288 
Barry - 10.15am 
St Helen’s Church Hall 
Wyndham Street 
Niki - 01446 740394 
Cowbridge 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
Aberthin Road 
Rob-07708 941279 


0844 897 8000 

rcm 
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• All Gas and Oil Appliances Serviced 

• Gas and Oil Central Heating Installation 

• Boiler Up-grades 

• Heating Controls Up-dated 

• Individually designed systems to customers 
specification 

• Twelve months guarantee 

• Good after-sales service and maintenance 


BVUtot At ▲ 

A.C.O.P. Approved 


FREEPHONE 0800 298 1045 

Unit 21c Vale Business Park, Llandow,CF71 7PF 
Tel: 01446 771112 Fax: 01446 771175 


loved life, zestful, ener¬ 
getic, dynamic and gift¬ 
ed with a free spirit. 
Florence was an extraor¬ 
dinary person who man¬ 
aged to build a rapport 
with everyone she met. 

“In 1994, she came to 
Wales and married 
Gerry, who became her 
companion, husband, 
friend, bicycle riding 
buddy for 18 years, until 
one day when she fell 
off the bike. The bruises 
from the fall were a 
reminder to her to leave 
the bike rides to Gerry. 

“Many house guests 
experienced Gerry and 
Florence’s hospitality, a 
warm welcome thrown 
in with lovely walks 
around the beach in 
Llantwit Major, which 
became a popular desti¬ 
nation for their visitors. 

“Knowing Florence, 
she would not wish for 
us to mourn her sudden 
departure but to look at 


Cook, moved to 
Scotland. Prior to this, 
she had met her first 
husband Carl Evans, ai 
they later made their 
home in Australia, 
where she worked as a 
PA at Brambles and set 
retary at the Victorian 
Association. 

Carl died at the age 
44 in 1985 and nine 
years later, she met 
Gerry and they got mai 
ried in Melbourne, 
Australia, in 1994. Ape 
from regular visits to 
London, India and 
Australia, Florence spent 
the latter part of her life 
happily in Llantwit 
Major, where she and 
Gerry were keen local 
walkers. 

Florence also became 
a very popular and high¬ 
ly-valued member of 
The GEM staff - arriv¬ 
ing early each morning, 
ever keen to discuss the 
latest news and sports 
events. 

During Wimbledon 
fortnight, and the Open 
Golf Championship, col¬ 
leagues recall that the 
radio would be on quiet¬ 
ly in the background as 
she avidly followed the 
fortunes of her sporting 
favourites. 

One of her great 
pleasures was to regale 
her many Welsh and 
English friends with the 
latest Australian sporting 
triumph. If the 
Australians were not 
doing too well, she was 
quite happy to cheer for 
Andy Murray or Luke 
Donald! 

Florence died sudden¬ 
ly on May 5 and will 
always be remembered 
with love and fondness 
by her family, colleagues 
and many friends both in 
this country, and across 
the world. 

Many of them from 
her school in Kalimpong 
travelled to pay their 
tributes at her funeral. 

One, Rose Foo, said: 
“My first memory of 
Florence was that of a 


‘perfect prefect’ who 
made an impression on 
me at Dr Graham’s 
Homes school in 
Kalimpong. No-one 
would want to get into 
trouble with such a 
smart and disciplined 
prefect. 

“Fate reconnected us 
at a hospital, where I 
was working in 
Melbourne. This meeting 
with Florence was not 
coincidental, because 
she became the key per¬ 
son who was instrumen¬ 
tal in networking and 
connecting people. 

“In her opinion the 
globe was very small 
when it concerned her 
old school connections 
and contacts. Her list of 
email addresses was 
endless. 

“In retrospect, our 
last reunion, in 2010 in 
Kalimpong, was also to 
commemorate Florence’s 
life, as hundreds of for¬ 
mer students travelled 
from far and wide to 
attend it. We giggled, 
laughed and sang, like 
the old days at school. 

“Her love for Dr 
Graham’s Homes school 
was manifested in her 
commitment as secretary 
for the Victorian 
Committee in 
Melbourne, where she 
took an active role in 
promoting the school at 
every opportunity. 

“She was very much a 
people-person, one who 


ABOVE: 

Florence (left) had friends all over the world. 
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Thousands of schoolchildren 
aiming for a world record 


TO mark the arrival 
of the Olympic Flame 
in the UK, at 1pm on 
May 18, thousands of 
schoolchildren in the 
UK and across the 
world joined together 
to take part in a 
world-record break¬ 
ing dance, created 
especially for them 
by Wayne McGregor 
CBE, with an origi¬ 
nal score by Scanner 
and Joel Cadbury. 


The record attempt 
was a worldwide 
warm-up for Big 
Dance 2012, which is 
to run from July 7-15 
and is part of the 
London 2012 Festival. 

With the support of 
the British Council, the 
dance took place 
simultaneously in over 
1,000 schools through¬ 
out the UK and across 
Europe, the USA, 

South America, South- 
East Asia, the Middle 


East and the Far East. 
Each school learnt the 
same piece of choreog¬ 
raphy created by 
Wayne McGregor. 

Dancers from the 
5x60 dance clubs in 
Bryn Hafren and St 
Richard Gwyn, along 
with the Motion 
Control Contemporary 
dance class - all taught 
by dance co-ordinator 
Emma Mallam, per¬ 
formed this routine at 
the Barry YMCA Hub, 


supervised by Rachel 
Shepperd, 5x60 officer 
for the Vale, and staff 
members from the 
Hub. 

The current world 
record for the largest 
simultaneous multi 
venue dance is held by 
the Netherlands, with 
1,472 locations and 
264,188 people danc¬ 
ing. 

Jacqueline Rose, 
director of Big Dance 
2012, said: “The glob- 


Cardiff and Vale College 
lecturers cycle for charity 



Lecturers Chris Bridgeman, Andy Brown, Anthony Crothers, Darren Hill, Anthony Parry and 
Paul Oake with Bill Reynolds, who will drive the van provided by Thames Valley Construction. 


CONSTRUCTION 
lecturers from 
Cardiff and Vale 
College’s (CAVC’s) 
Cardiff 
Construction 
Training Centre are 
set to get on their 
bikes to raise funds 
for a charity which 
takes local children 
with health or social 
or emotional prob¬ 
lems to Lourdes. 


The six lecturers will 
cycle roughly 226 miles 
from Colwyn Bay to 
Cardiff Bay, starting on 
July 16. 

They will be raising 
money on behalf of 
HCPT Group 99, which 
focuses on identifying 
local children who 
would benefit from a 
special holiday in 
Lourdes. It covers the 
Newport, Bassaleg, 
Rogerstone, High Cross 
and surrounding areas. 


Castaways cake sale 


WITH the Castaways 
Club settling into the 
Trinity Church Hall 
for Wednesday and 
Friday lunch, bingo, 
refreshments and 
social activities, for¬ 
mer members of 
Rondel House, who set 
up the Castaways 
Club, are holding a 
cake sale to raise 
funds, hosted by Jane 
HuttAM. 

She urges: “Come 
and support the pio¬ 


neering Castaways 
club members who are 
offering their members 
lunch, bingo and fun 
on Wednesdays and 
Fridays in the Trinity 
Church Hall, Barry. 

“Come and support 
us at 10.30am on 
Friday, June 1, and 
enjoy meeting the 
members, with cakes 
to buy and refresh¬ 
ments to enjoy, plus a 
raffle!” 


Lecturer Anthony 
Crothers said: “The idea 
arose from a staff room 
discussion. We wanted to 
raise funds for charity 
and embark upon a chal¬ 
lenging bike ride, while 
at the same time seeing 
Wales from the saddle in 
an effort to gain more 
knowledge about our 
country. 

“We see it as an 
opportunity to link into 
Curriculum Cymraeg, 
improve our fitness and 
wellbeing and raise 
funds for an extremely 
good cause.” 

Newport-based firm 
Thames Valley 

Construction, which has 
close links with the col¬ 
lege, will provide a van 
that will transport the 
intrepid cyclists up to 
north Wales. 

Driver Bill Reynolds 
explained: “We had diffi¬ 
culty in finding a way of 
getting from Cardiff to 
North Wales, so we 
called the managing 
director of Thames 
Valley, Liam 

McGoldrick, and he 


kindly offered us the use 
of a van.” 

Liam’s daughter 

Mairead McGoldrick, 
Thames Valley’s 

Company Secretary, is 
also closely involved 
with HCPT Group 99. 

She said: “We’ve been 
going in this area for 
three years now. We’re 
trying to raise £20,000 - 
we took eight children to 
France last month. It’s 
great that the college is 
helping us as we need to 
raise as much as possible 
so we can pay all of the 
children’s expenses.” 

HCPT is a nationally 
registered charity made 
up of local groups who 
treat local children. 

“They take them for a 
week’s holiday to 
Lourdes and throughout 
the week the children are 
cared for a by experi¬ 
enced volunteer helpers. 

Donations can be 
made via the JustGiving 
page: 
www.justgiving. com/bik- 
eridefor99. 


al response to the Big 
Dance record attempt 
emphasises the power 
of dance as an artform 
to communicate and 
how it can unite com¬ 
munities. 

“For the dancers and 
spectators, 1pm on 
May 18 was a moment 
when everyone 
expressed their creativ¬ 
ity through movement 
that crosses all cultural 
boundaries.” 

For more informa¬ 
tion, contact: 
emma @ vibeexperi- 
ence.com. 


Eisteddfod Crown presented 
to the executive committee 


THE Vale of Glamorgan 
National Eisteddfod Crown 
has been handed over to the 
Eisteddfod’s executive commit¬ 
tee at a special event in Barry 
this week. 

The crown has been donated by the 
Vale Council and the financial prize is 
presented by Islwyn and Ann Jones, of 
Wenvoe. The crown was designed and 
created by Anne Morgan of Penarth. 

This year, the crown is presented for 
a sequence of poems, not more than 
250 lines, on the subject i Ynys' > 
(Island). The adjudicators are Cen 
Williams, Cyril Jones and Penri 
Roberts. 

The crown’s design has been 
inspired by the landscape of the Vale, 
with the rocks and cliffs of the area 
represented in the simple but bold 
design, and epitomises the designer’s 
love for the region. 

Receiving the crown on behalf of 
the Eisteddfod’s local executive, chair 
Dylan Jones said: “It gives me great 
pleasure to receive this attractive 
crown which reflects the beauty of our 
area. 

“We thank the Vale Council for their 
generosity, and we very much hope 
that there will be a worthy winner of 
this beautiful crown in the ceremony 
on the Pavilion stage on the Monday of 
the Eisteddfod in Llandow. 

“We are also very grateful to Islwyn 
and Anne Jones for their support in 
donating the substantial financial prize 
this year.” 

The Mayor of the Vale, Coun Eric 
Hacker, said: “We are looking forward 
to welcoming the Eisteddfod to the 
Vale in August. 

“It is a great honour to be hosting 
the event, and I am delighted to present 
the crown on behalf of the council. 

“Anne Morgan has produced a work 
of art that really does reflect the beau¬ 
ty of the Vale.” 



The silver crown is asymmetrical, 
like the land around the Vale’s beaches, 
and this is a dramatic element of the 
design. 

Ann used a technique called reticu¬ 
lation on the crown, using a flame to 
almost melt the surface of the silver, 
creating a special texture on the metal. 

She then combined this technique 
with matt silver, creating a texture sim¬ 
ilar to the sea’s erosion on objects such 
as glass and pebbles. 

Anne said: “This is the first crown 
I’ve created for the National 
Eisteddfod, and I hope it reflects my 
feelings for the area close to this year’s 
festival. 

“I’ve lived and worked in Penarth 
for a number of years, and naturally, 
the coastline has inspired my work. 

“It has been an honour to use this 
inspiration to create the Vale of 
Glamorgan National Eisteddfod’s 
crown this year.” 

The crowning ceremony will be held 
on August 6 at 4.30pm. Anyone wish¬ 
ing to attend the ceremony should 
ensure they have a reserved seat ticket. 

Tickets can be purchased before¬ 
hand by ringing 0845 4090 800 or by 
going to: www.eisteddfod.org.uk, or 
they can be purchased on the day at the 
main entrance. 

The National Eisteddfod will be 
held on the old airfield at Llandow 
from August 4-11. 

(SEE MORE EISTEDDFOD 
NEWS ON PAGE 20). 
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New Vale Mayor 
looks forward 
to year in office 


THE new Mayor of 
the Vale, Coun Eric 
Hacker, has spoken 
of his excitement 
over his appoint¬ 
ment, and says he is 
looking forward to 
the coming year. 

He told The GEM: “I 
am very excited! This is 
something I have looked 
forward to for a number 
of years. I have been 
nominated before, but 
never got enough votes. 

“I want to meet the 
people and be a part of 
their communities. I’ve 
already been to a func¬ 
tion in Penarth with the 
WRVS and they made 


me feel quite at home. It 
was most enjoyable - 
lots of little things like 
that make a difference!” 

The Llantwit First 
Independent, who has 
been a town councillor 
since 1998 and a Vale 
councillor since 2004, 
has already named the 
Stroke Association, any 
charities raising money 
for Prostate Cancer 
research, and Help for 
Heroes, as his main 
charities during his time 
in office. 

He added: “I will 
decide later in the year 
how it will be split. I 
don’t want to make 
promises I can’t stick to 
- something we should 


Summer music 
party for Dan 


THE next Daniel 
Downton ‘Cwtch 
Fund’ event is a 
party featuring live 
music from two of 
the finest bands in 
the county. 

This Saturday (June 
2), Acoustically Sound 
and Bootleg will be 
pumping out a mix of 
classics and contempo¬ 
rary tunes at the 
‘Sounds of Summer’ 
party at the Dolphin, 
Barry. The party will 
continue with The Salty 
Dog Experience playing 
tunes into the night. 

Organiser Rob Salter 
said: “I know they have 
both turned down other 
gigs to play on 
Saturday and they have 
been practicing hard for 
weeks, adding some 
new tunes to their sets. 

“I am really looking 
forward to this, there’s 
a real beach party vibe 
and we are expecting a 
good turn out. 

“Both bands have a 
big following and usu¬ 
ally pull a crowd.” 

He said that the local 
community has really 
come out in force to 
help Dan’s fundraising 
efforts. 

After this Saturday’s 
party, the next event 
will be a quiz night at 
Brynhill Golf Club on 
Saturday, June 9. Any 
teams or individuals 
wishing to take up the 
challenge can call Lisa 
on 07712 457550. 

Dan’s treatment is 
ongoing and he contin¬ 
ues to have his victories 
and set backs. He has 
recently undergone a 
particularly intense 
round of chemotherapy. 

His mum Claire said: 
“We have been over¬ 
whelmed by the com¬ 
munity spirit, kindness 
and generosity we have 
seen since Daniel 
became ill, he has had a 
really tough time 
recently and has spent a 
lot of time in hospital. 

“The treatment has 
been particularly hard 



him but he is still happy 

Daniel Downton. 

and cheerful most of 
the time. He’s an inspi¬ 
ration to us all.” 

The Sounds of 
Summer party starts at 
8pm. Entry is £5 and 
tickets are available 
from Demon Barber, 

Vic Hopkins, Marco’s 
(Barry Island), Barry 
Fire Station, and Big 
Dave’s Chippy. There 
will be tickets on the 
door but early arrival is 
recommended. 

Coffee 

morning 

for 

Daniel 

A COFFEE morn¬ 
ing at Orchard 
House raised £300 
for Daniel’s Cwtch 
Fund - which Nat 
Gibson (owner) dou¬ 
bled to £600. 

Maralyn Sylvester 
(the recreation activities 
organiser) held a raffle 
where every resident 
received a prize. 

Mr Gibson enter¬ 
tained the residents with 
music on the accordion, 
which helped to make a 
very enjoyable morning 
for everyone. 

The cheque was pre¬ 
sented to Daniel’s nanny, 
Eleanor Downton. 


all adhere to.” 

He also spoke of the 
change in the voting 
demographic of the 
Llantwit Town Council 
that has seen a complete¬ 
ly independent council 
move in for the next 
term. 

“I hope our associa¬ 
tion with Labour in the 
Vale Council is success¬ 
ful. We will vote on what 
we think is best for 
Llantwit and the Vale. 

“I am very proud that 
the people of Llantwit 
have supported us. They 
are very conscious of 
what is required and I 
think that people realise 
we are the best for that. 

“I just want support, 
and it is up to me to 
drum it up.” 

Coun Hacker also 
spoke about the upcom¬ 
ing National Eisteddfod 
at Llandow, and revealed 
that it is not the first time 
that he and the show will 
have come in to contact. 

“I am looking forward 
to the Eisteddfod,” he 
added. 

“I have some experi¬ 
ence - I was the winner 
of the ‘champion boy 
solo’ when it was held in 
Mountain Ash in 1946, 
many years ago.” 

Finally, with a year of 
functions ahead of him, 
Coun Hacker expects to 
see some physical 
changes too. 

“I expect my figure 
will probably change - 
and it’s large enough at 
the moment!” 

Leigh Gruffydd 
Sanders 


Jubilee 

picnic 

RESIDENTS of 
Dinas Powys are 
invited to bring all 
the family to a 
‘bring and share’ 
picnic in St Peter’s 
Church grounds, 
Mill Road, to cele¬ 
brate the Diamond 
Jubilee on Tuesday, 
June 5, from 2pm. 

Rector’s warden, 

John Fanshaw,said: 

“Tea and coffee will be 
available from the 
church hall. 

This will be a com¬ 
munity event, open to 
all - so all are invited 
to come along with a 
picnic and chairs and/or 
a rug, together with 
their family and friends, 
for a great afternoon of 
fun and games!” said 


Barry police in 
witness appeal 

POLICE in Barry are incident happened at 
appealing for witness- around 1.50am in the 
es to a serious assault beer garden of the 2EZE. 
which is alleged to Detective Constable 
have taken place in Mike Hill of Barry CID 
the early hours of said: “This was a very 
Saturday, May 19, at a serious incident and we 
nightclub on Barry want to hear from anyone 
Island. w ho may have seen it and 

Police say that a 21- we are investigating it 
year old-man from Barry thoroughly ” 

rssaulfanTtol 19- fnyone wit h any infor- 
year old local man has ma,wn n I s to D c °"' 

been arrested and tact DC ml at Barr y 
charged with a Section CID on 01446 731606 or 
18 Assault. He has been on 07584 883509 or via 
remanded in custody. Crimestoppers on 0800 
The police say the 555 111. 


PENARTH COMPUTER CLUB 

Letting pictures 
tell the story 

WHEN we look for by selecting 

something, we visu- Insert>Picture>From 
alise the object fi le - >' navigate to where 

rather than the word h f ve s ™ ed ir ’ select 
r .. it and say OK . Adjust it 

3 _ * , _ within the document to 

Every departure from su - t 

a page of plain text is f . , r 

^ ° ■! r i .i For more control of 

more easily found, the , . • , • , , 

old adage that a picture ,he lmert ™ ,he doc ' 
is worth a thousand un ' ent \ d ] ck on f lt J° 
words still applies in a se iect lt > then right-click 
document of few or many an( 3 select Format 
pages. Picture’ from the menu. 

At the recent meeting Here you can tweak sev- 
ofthe Penarth Computer eral properties, but most 
Club, Howard set out conveniently (on the 
how to use this to advan- Layout tab) choose how 
tage. it relates to the surround- 

Attaching pictures to ing text, 
emails is familiar to most All this allows you to 
users, but far fewer rou- ma k e the page more 
tinely grab a bit of the informative and more 
screen and turn it into a v i sua iiy interesting. It 
picture to illustrate a turns the whok page int0 
point; yet it is so easy to a more easily remgm . 

j-r j + bered ‘picture ’ itself. 

If you need to copy a ^ . . J , 

computer error message , f The effect is increased 
to a friend looking for f the insert is tilted a ht- 
help, it is safer to send an de ^ grabbing the green 
image rather than try to handle to rotate it. 
type the whole message All the above applies 
precisely. in windows XP and 

If you press the Print Windows 7, but Windows 
screen key (‘Prnt Scrnj 7 includes a special 
an image of the screen is ‘Snipping Tool’to make it 
sent to the clipboard, easier still. You will find 
From there it can be it by clicking Start>All 
pasted into a document Programs >Accessories 
by opening the document, >Snipping Tool, 
putting the cursor where The next meeting is on 
you want it and pressing June , 2 a t All Saints 
‘Ctrl+ V’. The image can Lesser Hall Victoria 
be adjusted for size by s p enarth , at 8pm. 

r'hr'Fivi a nvi jf tn vr>lr?r't it * 

We shall review our year 


so far and ask if we can 
For more 
information telephone 

HD 


clicking on it to select it 
and grabbing one of the 
resultant little black grab f Ju f unu 1 
handles around the edges do better - 
and dragging it. 

If you just want a win- 02920 208439 - 
dow rather than the 
whole screen, hold down 
the ‘Alt’ key when you 
press ‘Prnt Scm’ and you 
will get a neat ‘snip’ of 
the active window and 
can treat it as above. 

Should you wish to 
edit the snip in any way, 
paste it into whatever 
picture-editing program 
you use and edit to suit. 

The result can be 
saved with an appropri¬ 
ate name to any folder 
and from there imported 
into an open document 


Jubilee service 

ALL Saints Church in Victoria Square, 
Penarth is holding a special service on Sunday 
June 3, at 10am to mark the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee. 

The service will last about 45 minutes and 
will be followed by a buffet on the gallery (lift 
available). 


Councillors’ 

surgeries 

Newly-elected Sully 
councillors Bob 
Penrose and Kevin 
Mahoney are holding 
joint constituent sur¬ 
geries open to all resi¬ 
dents of Sully, 
Lavernock and 
Cosmeston. 

These will be held on 
Thursday, June 7, 
8pm-9pm at the Jubilee 
Hall Sully; and 
Wednesday, June 20, 
7pm-8.30 pm at the 
Lower Penarth 

Community Centre, 
Brockhill Way. 

To contact Coun 
Penrose, telephone 
02920 530368; and for 
Coun Mahoney call 
01446 746671. 


The GEM is proud to be an official partner 
of the 2012 National Eisteddfod in the 
Vale of Glamorgan 

Mae’r GEM yn falch ofod yn un o bartneriaid 
swyddogol Eisteddfod Genedlaethol Bro 
Morgannwg, 2012 


Ivor paints Iolo 
for Eisteddfod 


AFTER 35 years of 
intermittent work¬ 
ing, artist Ivor 
Davies has complet¬ 
ed a painting of one 
of his heroes, 
inspired by the 
coming of the 
National 
Eisteddfod to the 
Vale this year. 

The Penarth artist 
aims to keep the memo¬ 
ry of Welsh personalities 
alive. 

Celebrating Iolo 
Morganwg was an obvi¬ 
ous choice. After all, the 
stone mason and poet, 
born at Llancarfan in 
1747, was responsible 
for inventing the majori¬ 
ty of the National 
Eisteddfod’s cere¬ 
monies, along with 
establishing the Gorsedd 
of Bards. 

Initially though, a 
mountain near Lake 
Rotomahana, New 
Zealand, served as the 
image’s background: “I 
tend to work on more 
than one painting at the 
same time, then leave 
them and return to them 
years later,” said Ivor 
Davies. 

In time, he added Iolo 
Morganwg’s images to 
the painting. He was 
then inspired further, 
when he came across a 
verse by the poet pro¬ 
claiming his love for the 
Vale ‘A/ i Forgannwg 
hoywfalch ’. 

“I decided to draw it 
in chalk across the work; 
then over the years, I’ve 
painted the letters. 
Through the poem, the 
painting comes to life.” 



Fun day 
for 

charity 

LLANTWIT 
MAJOR will be 
host to a Jubilee 
fun day on 
Saturday, June 2, 
when there will be 
bouncy castles and 
a barbecue, and a 
collection for chari¬ 
ty which will go to 
Healing the 
Wounds. 

Also in the func¬ 
tion room, the big 
screen will show the 
Wales v Barbarians 
and everyone is 
welcome to join in 
the fun at Llantwit 
Major RFC. 


Ivor Davies ’ Eisteddfod print. 


A signed and num¬ 
bered, 23” x 23” repro¬ 
duction, printed on 
Hahenmiihle paper, is 
available from the 
Eisteddfod office. 
(Limited to an edition of 
up to 100 prints) 

Ivor Davies was 
awarded the gold medal 
for fine art when the 
National Eisteddfod vis¬ 
ited St David’s in 2002. 

Welsh phrase of the 
week/ Ymadrodd yr 
wythnos: Esgusodwch fi 
(Ess-giss-odd-ugh vee) 
which means ‘Excuse 
me’. 

(See page 19 for more 
Eisteddfod news). 

O’r diwedd, or 6135 
mlynedd o waith 
ysbeidiol, mae’r 
artist Ifor Davies 
wedi cwblhau ei 
baentiad o un o’i 
arwyr. Ac i ddyfodi- 
ad yr Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol i Fro 
Morgannwg eleni y 
mae’r diolch am 
hynny, meddai. 

Gan fod yr artist o 
Benarth yn awyddus i 
gynnal cofy genedl drwy 
ddarlunio cymeriadau 
sydd wedi’u banner 
anghofio, fel Die 
Aberdaron a Dr William 
Price, roedd dathlu Iolo 
Morganwg yn ddewis 
amlwg. 

Wedi’r cwbl, y saer 
maen a’r bardd, a 
anwyd yn Llancarfan yn 
1747, fu’n gyfrifol am 
lunio’r rhan fwyaf o ser- 
emomau ’r Eisteddfod 


Genedlaethol a sefydlu 
Gorsedd y Beirdd. 

Er, i ddechrau, myny- 
dd ger Llyn Rotomahana 
yn Seland Newydd oedd 
cefndir y ddelwedd: 
“Dwi yn tueddu i wei- 
thio ar sawl llun ar yr un 
pryd, eu gadael nhw ac 
yna dod nol atyn nhw 
rhai blynyddoedd yn 
ddiweddarach, ” meddai 
Ifor Davies. 

Ond ymhen hir a 
hwyr, ychwanegodd 
ddelweddau Iolo 

Morganwg at y paenti- 
ad. Yr ysbrydoliaeth 
wedyn oedd dod o hyd i 
un o gerddi’r bardd ‘Af i 
Forganwg hoywfalch ’ yn 
mynegi ei gariad at ei 
fro. 

“Penderfynais ei 
ddodi mewn sialc ar 
draws y llun, yna dros y 
blynyddoedd dwi wedi 
bod yn paentio ’r 
llythrennau arno fe - 
rwy’n gweld bywyd yn y 
llythrennau unigol a’r 
berthynas rhyngddyn 
nhw. A thrwy’r gerdd 
mae’r llun wedi dod yn 
fyw.” 

Enillodd Ifor Davies y 
fedal aur am gelfyddyd 
aur yn Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol Sir Benfro, 
Tyddewi 2002. 

Bellach, gallwch 
archebu’r print, 23” x 
23”, wedi’i arwyddo a’i 
rifo, a’i argraffu ar 
bapur Hahenmiihle, o 
Swyddfa ’r Eisteddfod 
am £195 y copi. (Mae’r 
rhediad wedi’i gyfyngu i 
hyd at 100 print). 

SIONED 

EDWARDS 


Last chance for 
a Jubilee prize 


THERE is a last 
chance to enter the 
Queen’s Jubilee 
free prize draw at 
Barry for those 
born between May 
1 and July 31, 

1952. 

There are four prizes: 

• AG Adams & Son 
Funeral Directors in 
Gladstone Road donated 
a meal for two (value 
£50) and a limousine to 


take you there; 

• Co-operative food 
at Weycock Cross and 
Colcot Road donated a 
bottle of Champagne 
and a food hamper; 

• Co-operative 
Pharmacy in Holton 
Road donated a gift set. 

Entry forms are avail¬ 
able at any of the above, 
proof of date of birth is 
required, and the closing 
date is June 1, at 10am. 
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Gardens open 


THE following local 
gardens will be open 
under the National 
Gardens Scheme 
over June 9-10: 

Bonvilston Village 
Gardens, Bonvilston, 
CF5 6TY: Just outside 
Cowbridge on the A48, 
Bonvilston is a pleasant 
rural village centred on 
the 13th century church, 
cosy public house and 
village shop. 

Plas-y-Coed is a stun¬ 
ning work in progress, 
with rose arbour and 
magical vistas. 

Plas Newydd, with 
rose borders, fruit and 
vegetable area and ele¬ 
gant greenhouse, and 
The Old Bam, all have 
lovely views across the 
Vale. 

The Old Barn is a 
17th century barn con¬ 
version with a one-acre 
garden. 

Open: Sunday, 10 
June (12pm-5pm), 
admission £4. 

Bordervale Plants, 
Sandy Lane, 

Ystradowen, Cowbridge, 
CF71 7SX: Within 
mature woodland valley 
(semi-tamed), with 
stream and bog garden, 
extensive mixed borders; 
wild flower meadow, 
providing diverse 
wildlife habitats. 
Children must be super¬ 
vised. 

Open: For NGS: 
Sunday, June 10, 
Monday, August 27 
(10am-5pm); admission 
£3. 


Cefn Cribw Garden 
Club, Cefn Cribw, 
Bridgend, CF32 OAF: 

Cefn Cribwr gardening 
club is the heart of a 
friendly community, 
opening for the first time 
this year. 

The seven diverse 
gardens vary from the 
local school allotments, 
an exposed mature gar¬ 
den, a recycled garden, 
a garden that has its 
own composting system, 
a children’s garden, a 
rustic garden and lastly 
a productive vegetable 
garden. Open: Sunday, 
June 10 (10am-4pm); 
admission £3. 

Llanblethian 
Gardens, CF71 7JU: 
This picturesque hillside 
country village, quiet 
and unspoilt is adjacent 
to the popular market 
town of Cowbridge. 

Stallcourt Mews is a 
front terraced courtyard 
garden. Side and rear 
sloping garden with 60m 
stream (unfenced) and 
ponds. 

The garden of St 
Quintin’s cottage was 
designed by renowned 
garden designer Ralph 
Hancock and features 
his herringbone paving. 

Stone terraces and 
sloping lawns are linked 
by winding paths and 
steps to ornamental 
ponds with cascades. 
Entry is by steps. 

Open: Sunday, June 
10 (2pm-6pm); admis- 
sion £3.50. 


Park Funeral 
Directors - 

serving the local 
community 



The Jubilee display on show at Park 
Independent Funeral Directors. 


AS the Queen cele¬ 
brates her Diamond 
Jubilee on June 5, it 
is also the second 
anniversary of Park 
Independent 
Funeral Directors, 
serving the commu¬ 
nity of Barry and 
the rest of the Vale. 

Lyndsay Ellis, the 
principal, would like to 
thank all those who have 
supported and welcomed 
the company since its 
formation. 

He said: “I also wish 
to thank all who have 
given their trust in me 
and my staff to care for 
their loved ones and give 
them the personal and 
dignified send off that 
they deserve. 

“I would also like to 
thank Bob Johnson, my 
new funeral director, 


who has become a valu¬ 
able part of the team 
since joining in January 
2011 . 

“Bob and I worked 
together during our time 
at A G Adams and Son, 
and we both have the 
same determination to 
guide families in their 
time of need. 

“Being independent, 
means that we answer to 
our families and are not 
part of any large, nation¬ 
al funeral chains. 

“We are family orien¬ 
tated and can go that 
extra mile, giving 
bereaved families a last¬ 
ing memory. 

“We guarantee, and 
can assure, our families 
that we carry out all care 
of their loved ones at our 
premesis, not out of 
area, and they remain 
here until the day of the 
funeral.” 
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’s Choices 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


THERE’S LOTS FOR 
KIDS TO DO THIS 
SUMMER HALF TERM 


L ocal 

families are 
spoilt for 
choice when it 
comes to half 
term, for in good 
weather they can 
visit the glorious 
beaches of the 
Heritage Coast. 

A day at the beach 
is the ideal opportu¬ 


nity for mum and 
dad to enjoy a relax¬ 
ing day in the sun, 
while the youngsters 
burn off all that 
excess energy. 

Play facilities 

But there are lots 
of alternatives nowa¬ 
days for families who 
fear being at a loose 
end. 

Nowadays, every 
town has soft play 


Come along and feed the animals at 

Warren Mill 

'patm of Aaimai&f 


Come and see our rare and unusual breeds of farm 
animals - lambs, calfs, pigs and Spike the Llama, 
plus refreshments and NEW children’s play area. 

Most animals can be hand fed. 

Meet special friends... 

Our New Zealand Kune Kune Pigs, 
Harry and Wills , our Alpacas, Anglo 
Nubian Goats, Reg and Nancy plus the 
latest arrivals... Our new baby Donkey 
and baby miniature Pony. 


A Great Family Day Out 
adult child 


OPEN ALL DAY EVERY 
DAY 10am- dusk 

Follow the ‘tourist signs’ on the A48 from 
Bonvilston or junction 34 off the M4 

T: 01446 781274 
M: 07768 839885 

www.warrenmillfarm.co.uk 



facilities - some local 
pubs even supply 
extensive activity 
areas with seating for 
parents. 

FREE SWIM 
LESSONS 

Then there are 
local sports centres - 
Vale leisure centres 
are making a splash 
this half term with a 
selection of free 
swimming-based 
activities. 

Free swimming 
sessions will be on 
offer at certain times 
during the week in 
Barry, Penarth and 
Llantwit Major, 
while further free 
activities in the pools 
will include 
snorkelling, water 
polo and a rookie 
lifeguards course. 

Children can also 
improve their swim¬ 
ming technique by 
taking swimming les¬ 
son crash courses, 
with half hour lessons 
costing just £4.40. 

OLYMPICS 

STYLE! 

Outside the water, 
the other activities on 
offer will include 
inflatable mega ses¬ 
sions with slides and 
bouncy castles, as 
well as dance mat 
classes, basketball, 
hockey and extreme 


Barry island Pleasure Park 

Open every day during half term 
and every Saturday, Sunday and 
Bank Holidays until school summer 
holidays, then open every day. 

Enjoy the 
experience 
of 

'King Loop' 
plus many 
favourite 
rides. 

Visit our website: 

www.barryislandpleasurepark.co.uk 



Looking to advertise in over 42,000 newspapers 
covering Penarth to Porthcawl AND online? 
Then email us at: gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 
or call us on 01446 774484 


dodgeball. 

Cowbridge Leisure 
Centre will also be 
hosting Olympic ath¬ 
letics sessions on 
Tuesday, June 5, for 
children aged from 
four to 12. 

The fun sessions 
will feature sprints, 
hurdles, jumps and 
throwing events. 

(Please note that 
the leisure centres in 
Cowbridge and 
Penarth will be 
closed on Monday, 
June 4, while the 
leisure centres in 
Barry and Llantwit 
Major will be closed 
on Tuesday, June 5). 

For further details, 
please download the 
activity programme 
online from 
www. valeofglamor- 
gan.gov. uk/leisurecen- 
tres or call the leisure 
centres on 01446 
403000. 

For further ideas of 
how you can spend an 
active half term, fol¬ 
low @valesportsnews 
on Twitter. 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 



and older cats - 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered & microchipped 


All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 


: 

. . .. ^ 

Anita s«i Little Lambs Boutique 

“Specialist Baby and Childrenswear shop 
located in Bridgend Town Centre ” 


* Clothing: 

0 to 12 years 

* Christening 
Wear 

* Nursery Goods 

* Personalised 
Gifts 

1 Special 
Occasion Wear 


HALF TERM SPECIAL 
10% Discount with this advert 
New Summer Designs arriving daily! 
Gift Vouchers: Always a popular choice! 

24 Dunraven Place, Bridgend CF311DL 

01656654886 

www. littlelambs-boutique, co. uk 



www.funfounckjtionsdaynursery.co.uk 


ions 

boy Nvrtory 

Reasons to celebrate 

• A* H ih» M ir—nd. 




dTM'tuAdtyUiit Utd« 

•4 pity wi and 
r «p 4 torrb 
* tank fwk f iifwi d by 
































































22 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansemwww.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, May 31st, 2012 


Out and About with The GEM 


BLACK IS THE COLOUR THIS 
SUMMER IN SCI-FI BLOCKBUSTER 


I F you required 
an example of 
Hollywood’s 
lack of imagination, 
you couldn’t go 
much further than 
looking at the 
greenlighting of a 
third outing for the 
Men In Black fran¬ 
chise. 

While the first offer¬ 
ing was an impressive 
mix of action and come¬ 
dy, the second was a 
lame retread of the first, 
with ridiculous plotting 
and an inability to con¬ 
jure up the magic of the 
first. 

The third outing sees 
Agent J (Will Smith) 
have to travel back in 
time to avert the death of 
Agent K (Tommy Lee 
Jones in the future; Josh 


Brolin in the past) at the 
hands of alien Boris 
(Jemaine Clement) or 
else see history change 
for the worse... 

It’s been four years 
since Will Smith last 
took up residence on the 
big screen with the inter¬ 
minable Seven Pounds. 
Has the box office king 
been missed in this peri¬ 
od? Arguably not, but 
seeing Smith headlining 
a summer blockbuster 
does seem to restore 
some equilibrium to the 
universe! 

The question is, does 
Men In Black 3 deliver 
the goods in a summer 
where The Avengers 
assembled to huge box 
office numbers, and 
Batman is ready to 
swoop in to almost cer¬ 
tainly do the same? The 
answer is just about, the 



Over 30 stalls of quality pre-loved clothes, toys 
and equipment for babies and young children, 
plus crafts and stalls with a local family focus. 


Saturday 2nd June, 11am-12.30pm 
Cowbridge Leisure Centre 

07760 802088 
enquiries@kidsmarkets.co.uk 
www.kidsmarkets.co.uk 


film unable to match up 
to the first one, yet 
going some way to make 
up for the disaster of the 
second film. 

The key ingredient 
here is breaking up the 
partnership of Smith and 
Tommy Lee Jones 
(reduced to more or less 
an extended cameo 
here). The duo’s chem¬ 
istry was a major com¬ 
ponent in the first film, 
while their verbal spar¬ 
ring gave the second 
film its brightest 
moments. 

However, the relation¬ 
ship here, certainly in 
the early stages of the 
film, feels tired and 
lacking spark, Smith and 
Jones looking and 
sounding as though they 
would rather be any¬ 
where else than in their 
black suits. 

When Agent J time- 
jumps back to 1969, 
that’s when the film 
kicks up a gear, in no 
small part due to Josh 
Brolin’s turn as the 
younger Agent K. The 
actor takes off Jones 
exceptionally well, but 
his performance offers 
more than just impres¬ 
sions, Brolin taking what 
may have been an after¬ 
thought and sending it 
front and centre. 

Smith’s performance 
doesn’t quite match up 



by 

GARETH 

JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


to Brolin’s turn, the 
wisecracking routine 
occasionally feeling a 
little jaded, but with no 
small degree of wit once 
he’s placed into the 
melting pot of the late 
60’s, where his skin 
colour makes him the 
alien. Certainly Smith 
has no difficulty in hold¬ 
ing up his end of the act¬ 


ing, but there is little 
that is fresh to his rou¬ 
tine. 

While Emma 
Thompson shines in a 
small role as the new 
head of the MIB, 
Michael Stuhlbarg 
impresses as the vision¬ 
ary Griffin, and Bill 
Hader raises laughs as 
Andy Warhol, Jemaine 
Clement suffers from 
being miscast as the vil¬ 
lainous Boris The 
Animal. 

The comedian is ham¬ 
pered by being given a 
character that is purely 
evil, thus rendering his 
comedic skills redun¬ 
dant, and comes under 
layers of prosthetics that 
make him virtually 
anonymous; it’s a shame 
that Clement isn’t 
allowed to play to his 
strengths more and 
bridge the gap between 
villainy and comedy as 
Vincent D’Onorofio did 
in the first film; as it is 
he just feels out of place. 

Barry Sonnenfeld 
maintains the visual feel 
and tone of the film, 
having directed the first 
two installments, and 
offers up some clever 
action sequences, the 
time jump concept in 
particular well realised, 
even if he sometimes 
struggles a little with the 
concept, the script 


resolving any issues with 
a cursory line of expla¬ 
nation. 

He also loses his way 
a little with the climax, 
lacking the pizzazz and 
wow factor you would 
want from a blockbuster, 
while the emotional 
beats feel a little too 
convenient and con¬ 
trived. 

However, as a block¬ 
buster film, Men In 
Black 3 certainly doesn’t 
offend, ticking all the 
boxes even if the execu¬ 
tion doesn’t always 
work. In a summer of 
heavyweights, these 
MIB just about hold 
their own. 

VERDICT: Not as 
sparkling as the first but 
a vast improvement on 
the messy second, Men 
In Black 3 is a decent if 
overly tricky summer 
event movie. While the 
lure of seeing Will Smith 
return to the big screen 
is tempered by his some¬ 
what lackadaisical per¬ 
formance, the likes of 
Josh Brolin and Michael 
Stuhlbarg pick up the 
slack, in a pleasing but 
slight movie. Enjoyable. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Men In Black 
(1997), Wild Wild West 
(1999). 
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CABARET 
LOUNGE 

(All adults welcome) 

Saturday 2nd June 

PENANG (Duo) 

with crooner 

Andy Davies 

(Free entry) 

Sunday 3rd June 

ROD STEWART 
TRIBUTE 

(Tickets on sale £4) 

Monday 4th June 

JERRY ALLAN 

^ (Free entry) 


B; 


CASH BINGO 

on Thurs, Fri, 
Sat & Mon 

Everyone 


BAR ON' 
THE BAY 

(Families welcome) 

Saturday 2nd June 

FA MILY EVENING ENTERTAINM ENT 

Sunday 3rd June - Starts I lam 

MORNING MAGIC SHOW 
LATE AFTERNOON SHOW 

with Duo - 2 CAN 
followed by 

FA MILY EVENING ENTERTAINM ENT 

Monday 4th June 

FA MILY EVENING ENTERTAINM ENT 

Tuesday 


uesday 5th June 

LATE AFTERNOON SHOW 
with Sebastian 

.w Everyone followed by 

we I co m e FAM ILY EVENING ENTERTAINM ENT 

- “if: Wednesday 6th June 

EVENING KIDS DISCO 


m 


Fontygary, Rhoose, 

Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3ZT. 

01446 710386 





Live 

Entertainment 
every Saturday 

MEALS SERVED 
ALL DAY 
EVERYDAY 


OPEN FOR BREAKFASTS every day from 9am 

Sunday 3rd June: 
BROTHER STEVE WWjjJ 

Live Band outside , with BBQ available. 



Jubilee Weekend 

We are open every day - 
come and celebrate with us! 


OVER 60’s SPECIAL MENU 

Monday - Saturday: 12 noon - 3pm 

Just a small example: Hand Battered Cod, 

Ham, Egg & Chips, 6oz Gammon Steak, 

Steak & Ale Pie, Scampi, Liver & Onions - Plus many more! 

TRADITIONAL SUNDAY ROAST 

plus Normal Menu - Served every Sunday 12 noon - 8pm 

OUTDOOR AL FRESCO DINING (weatherpermitting) 
Secure Play Area and Bouncy Castle 
Minibus service available for diners - phone for details 
* Free Transport to & from Rhoose village available 
Nurston, Nr. Rhoose-Tel. 01446 710205/07596 630057 
Email waynemor@hotmail.co.uk 
www.highwayman-pub.com 



Scope for more 
volunteers in 
the community 


SCOPE SULLY 
has a brand new 
Disability Inclusion 
Project available 
for volunteers aged 
18 plus - aiming to 
reduce loneliness, 
isolation and 
improve the wellbe¬ 
ing for disabled 
older people aged 
50 plus in the Vale. 

As a supportive vol¬ 
unteer you would help 
people to overcome 
barriers, try new 
things, gain more con¬ 
fidence and help them 
to decide what it is 
they would like to do. 

This could be done 
by supporting people 
in activities or clubs 
and encouraging them 
to become more 
involved. 


If you enjoy meet¬ 
ing people from a 
wide range of back¬ 
grounds, are interest¬ 
ed in people, are car¬ 
ing and compassionate 
then perhaps you 
might like to assist 
within the above vol¬ 
untary opportunity. 

In return, the 
organisation will pro¬ 
vide full training, help 
you to develop new 
skills and reimburse 
your travel expenses. 

For further informa¬ 
tion contact the Vale 
Volunteer Bureau, 34 
Holton Road, Barry 
(Monday-Friday, 
10am-4pm), call 01446 
421782, email: 
info@vvb.org.uk, or 
visit: www.vvb.org.uk. 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 

Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D724. 

• £2,000: 222847. 

• The rollover, 

which now stands at 

£11,500, was not won 
this week. 

• £10: 653498, 

320779,492041,724803, 
355726, 803932,709738, 
219937,768477,786578, 
101828,332400,814763, 
531158,331019, 898345, 
512831,843269,297124, 
828224. 

• £5: 460538, 

376330,944688,662064, 
540280,116251,343122, 
801732,411700, 639359, 


220907, 446088, 236242, 
753971,225266, 867282, 
424873,332716, 278085, 
879273,163205, 390690, 
655349, 299504, 536846, 
327727,518452,497930, 
799123, 868926, 613697, 
643795,654210,474075, 
155424,132934, 891399, 
886189,799982, 359186, 
611419,764156,596931, 
809846,483127, 219408, 
431570, 630829, 

717762, 644886,419580, 
278204, 216203,428807, 
816878, 536731,242873, 
712350, 397157, 663646. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 



Fawilla. M CWk Sckoofc. Individuals 
wri fcrvfcdav tomes Age 1 + 


Toff BtifKv Trail* 
Pontypridd, nr Cardiff 
<02?) 2083 lt$8 
wwiir.odveatamralrs.co.uk 


£22.50 per 45 mins £25 per hour 
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What’s on this bank holiday weekend 


CAB outreach 

NEW drop-in times 
have been announced 
by the Vale of 
Glamorgan Citizens’ 
Advice Bureau out¬ 
reach service at West 
House Cottage, 
Stanwell Road, 
Penarth, on 
Thursdays. 

The new drop-in 
times will be: 9.30am- 
11.30am; 12pm-lpm, 
commencing on 
Thursday, June 7. 

Clients who have had 
appointments booked 
for them with an advi¬ 
sor will be unaffected 
by the change. 

Aberkenfig 

party 

ABERKENFIG and 
District United 
Churches (AADUC) 
are holding a Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee 


party in St John’s 
Church, Aberkenfig, 
on Sunday, June 3; 
doors open from 3pm. 

Share fun, food and 
fellowship; please 
bring a plate of finger 
food; All welcome! 

Fete 

THERE will be a fete 
held by the 
Llandough 
Community Council 
at the King George V 
Memorial Playing 
Fields on Saturday, 
June 9 at 2pm. 

The program will 
be: dancing display by 
Zumbatomic (2.05pm), 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Brass Band (2.15pm, 
throughout afternoon), 
children’s magic show 
(2.30pm), children’s 
races (3pm), Desert 
Divas (belly dancing, 
3.15pm), children’s 
magic show (3.35pm), 


G BROAD STREET T" 1 

ARDEN CENTRE, 

Barry 01446 720333 
JUBILEE BANK HOLIDAY^ 

Open: Sat 9am - 5.30pm 
Sun, Mon & Tues 
10 am - 4pm 

BEAUTIFUL 
HANGING 
BASKETS 

Now in stock 



Selection of 

COMPOSTS & 
AGGREGATES 


LARGE 
SELECTION 
OF SHRUBS 

Alpines & 
Herbaceous 

HERBS & 
FRUIT BUSHES 

LARGE 

SELECTION OF 
BEDDING 

Fresh & locally 
grown 


SPECIAL 

BUYS 

3 x 80 LTR 

ORGANIC 

COMPOST 

£10 

3 x 80 LTR 

BARK £12 

Deals on 
collection of 
goods only 


ORIENTAL DINER 

www. orientaldiner. co. uk 

Authentic Peking & Cantonese Cuisine 

Takeaways available 

Special June/July 
Promotion 

Every Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday evenings 

EAT AS MUCHAS 
YOU LIKE BUFFET 

Only £8.90 Adult 
£4.90 Child (under 140cms) 

(Normal price is £11.90 adult & £6.90 child) 

Not valid with any other discounts or offers 

Friday and Saturday 

Adults £12.90 Child (under 140cms) £7.90 


01446 748811 

10 Broad Street • Barry • CF62 7AA 

(Please ring during opening hours) 


pet competition (4pm) 
and raffle prize draws 
(4.45pm). 

There will also be 
stalls, games, plants, a 
bar, classic bikes, free 
classic bus rides, face 
painting, tombola, 
food, martial arts, 
knick knacks, smellies, 
a police display, Mario 
Morris, bran tub, a 
model railway and 
much more. 

Bonsai tree 
exhibition 

THERE will be a 
bonsai tree exhibition 
at Llantonian Hall, 
Llantwit Major on 
Saturday and Sunday, 
June 9-10 (10am-5pm 
both days). 

Don Knight will be 
exhibiting his collec¬ 
tion of bonsai trees and 
sharing his knowledge 
of and interest in this 
ancient art. Entrance 
£2.50, under-12s free. 
Refreshments avail¬ 
able. 

Phone Ros Lewis on 
01446 795530for more 
information. 

Thrift shop 

THE thrift shop at 
Woodpecker Square, 
St Athan will be 
closed for half term 
week, re-opening on 
June 11 at 10am. 

Llanfair 
reunion - 

LLANFAIR Primary 
School is celebrating 
its centenary this year 
and is holding a coffee 
morning on Tuesday, 
June 12 at 10.30am in 
the school hall. 

Past pupils, parents, 
retired teachers, gover¬ 
nors or members of the 
local community can 
enjoy an informal cup 
of coffee and cake and 
spend time reminisc¬ 
ing! 

Bring old photo¬ 
graphs and memorabil¬ 
ia; tickets £3. Contact 
Mrs Normansell on 
01446 7722456, Mary 
Llewellyn on 01446 
773421 or 
07800974527. 

Open art 
exhibition 
A GREAT variety of 
entrants for the sum- 


Open 
garden in 
Sigingstone 

UNDER the open 
garden scheme, 
Kathy and Rhodri 
Williams invite 
members of the 
public to Hafod Y 
Fro, Sigingstone, 
CF71 71P. 

It will be in aid of 
Llanmihangel Church on 
Saturday, June 16 from 
3pm-6pm and tickets are 
£3 and children are free. 
Refreshments available. 


mer open art exhibi¬ 
tion at the Travellers 
cafe/art gallery on 
Barry station has 
resulted in another 
outstanding show for 
the public with a high 
standard of ceramics, 
photography, painting 
and prints on display. 

The cafe, run by 
Mind in the Vale 
(www.mindinthevale.or 
g.uk) and supported by 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
Artists Group 
(www.voga.org.uk), 
supports those recover¬ 
ing from mental health 
problems in their quest 
in getting back to 
work. 

The show runs until 
July 14 (Monday s- 
Fridays, 7.30am-lpm). 

Guide Dogs’ 
spectacular 

TO celebrate Guide 
Dogs for the Blind’s 
80th anniversary, the 
Vale fundraising 
branch is organising a 
spectacular event, 
with ballroom, Latin 
American and 
sequence dancing at 
the Barry Memorial 
Hall, on June 15. 

The highlight will be 
a dance demonstration 
by Darren Bennett and 
Lilia Kopylova, former 
winners of BBC’s 
Strictly Come Dancing. 

All money raised 


from the event will go 
towards the training of 
more guide dogs to 
help visually impaired 
people in Guide Dogs 
Cymru. 

Tickets are available 
from Barry Memorial 
Hall booking office, 
email boxoffice@bar- 
rymemo.co.uk or tele¬ 
phone 01446 738622. 

BHF call 

WOMEN residents of 
Cowbridge are being 
invited for “a cuppa 
and a chat” at the 
Arboreal Restaurant 
in Cowbridge on June 
21 (10am-12 noon) to 
support the local 
British Heart 
Foundation fundrais¬ 
ing group. For more 
information, contact 
the fundraising office 
on 02920 382408. 

Ty Hafan can 
take you 
places! 

THE Ty Hafan sum¬ 
mer raffle offers a 
chance to take the 
family on a fun- 
packed holiday in 
Florida to swim with 
dolphins and experi¬ 
ence the magical 
world of Disney. 

Or winners could 
choose to take the first 
prize in the form of 
£3,000 in cash. 

The second prize is 


£1,000 or a set of stun¬ 
ning garden furniture 
plus there are five third 
prizes of £100. 

All the proceeds go 
towards helping life- 
limited children, young 
people and their fami¬ 
lies to make the very 
most of their lives 
together - however 
long that time may be. 

To enter the Ty 
Hafan Summer Raffle, 
return tickets you have 
received in the post by 
July 3. If you have not 
received tickets or wish 
to order extra, simply 
call the ticket hotline 
on 02920 672054 or 
visit 

www. ty hafan. org/sum- 
mer-prize-draw. 

Model 

lifeboats 

BARRY model boat 
club is holding a 
model lifeboat show 
at Cold Knap Lake 
on July 1 from 
1.30pm-3.30pm. 

The Barry lifeboat 
will have a stall to sell 
promotional products, 
with all proceeds going 
to the RNLI. 

A variety of 
lifeboats is expected on 
the lake. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, please call Ron 
Pearson on 07890 606 
775. 


New exhibition 
at ‘Travellers’ 


A GREAT variety 
of entries for the 
summer open art 
exhibition at the 
Travellers’ Gallery 
on Barry Station 
has resulted in 
another outstand¬ 
ing show for the 
public. 

A high standard of 
ceramics, photography, 
painting and prints are 
on display. 

The friendly cafe, 
run by Mind in the Vale 
and supported by the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Artists group 

(www.voga.org.uk) 
supports those recover¬ 
ing from mental health 
problems in their quest 
to get back into work. 

The show is on until 
July 14, open 



ABOVE: 
Bee Lilli has a 
painting in the 
exhibition. 


Monday s-Fridays, 
7.30am-lpm. 

Ann Townson 
(member of VoGA) 


Horse Racing 


i 



a 


Countryside 

Alliance 

Point-to-Point 



First race 2.00 pm 

• Six scheduled races and pony races. 

• Licenced bookmakers and caterers in attendance 
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PORTHKERRY 

WE ARE NOW OPEN: 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT 
& DAYTIME SUNDAYS 




Every Friday & Saturday 
Night - plus Bingo 


Friday 1st June 

KARAOKE 

Saturday 2nd June 

MATTHEW DUPREE 

Vocalist 

Sunday 3rd June 
JEFF ALVEY Comedian 

Friday 8th June 

DAVE BOWEN 

Male Vocalist 

Saturday 9th June 

DAVID LONGDON 

Male Vocalist 

Food served Friday 7-9pm 
Saturday l2-3pm & 7pm-9pm 
Traditional Sunday Lunch 
Served l2-3pm £ 6.95 

CAR BOOT SALE - 

EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm 

To find us - click directions@ 

www.firejoust.com 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 



★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 



Monday 4th June - Bank Holiday 
Monday FAMILY FUN DAY: 

With lots of activities and shows to enjoy. Circus workshops, 

Meet Mad Professor Potts and Lonesome ‘ Pecan’ Pete 
the Cowboy. Balloon modelling with Dr Bob and say ‘Hi’ to 
Franco Basetti an original white faced mime artist 

Adults £6.00 • Children/OAP’s £5 • Family (2 +3) £26 



DIAMOND JUBILEE BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND 

Saturday 2nd - Tuesday 5th June - Margam Kite Festival. 

(Entry fee applies for Monday 4th). 

Saturday 2nd - Sunday 3rd June - Margam Model Boat Club Show 
www.margammodelboats.co.uk 

Sunday 3rd - Monday 4th June - Craft and Gift Fair in the Castle 
(Entry fee applies for Monday 4th). 

JO 

01639 881635 www.margamcountrypark.co.uk 1 

'" page for all the latest news and activies. jgj 
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DIARY OF EVENTS 
DYDDIADUR O DDIGWYDDIADAU 

o 


|C*M 7V€ NfTVrtttKYMUNWCH kK AHWYDWAJTH 

01446 704 737 


I mcr nation** Cato ret Aj tcitc- K.u :< Lyn. iocu.dcs butter, fcor aid rattv 

Tel: 01446 772071 


ZOKVVWWBWDHOWGANWVG GOWJfc 


Noson Ganu Jubilee 

Plblll yrt fht WifKhfald lo» mx r rfw^ii: *ti 
mm Neuadd Bcrnirf Puityn 


Y gmtCAX& myngwUdei Marla L/n, hefye awyd.doc a raftl. 
Hom 0 *46 772071 


VAlf RURAL RMWYDWAIYN 
tVlNTI Pi<jwrp3i APAU 
Nt T WORK GWtfDIG Y MO 


Sadwm. 2 Mvhefm 
7JO, v 


Queen’s 60th Diamond Jubilee Celebrations Sunday 3rd Jun* 

The WinchfieML Crag Pltnllyn. 12 • 4pm 

Dathliadau Jrwbili y Frenhines Sul. 3 Mdwfm 

The WinchAdd, Cr*g PenByn 12 • 4yp 

Bnrg your own Jj&ilec picnic.Thcre will be conrpeutions. stalls, afterroon 
teas,buskers, children's act roues, competitions,fun.games and races.. 

Tel: 01446 772071 

DewcH a picnic eich bunan. Mi fydd yru gystadleuthau. stondnau. te yn y 
prawn.gwcctrgprcddau i blancgemau.,rasus....diwTTiod llawr hwyl 

Hn , 01446 772071 


jubilee Tea Dance Saturday 9th )ur* 

The Gachcrtpg IWc, Sc Athan 2- 430pm 

Teas, cakes A sandwiches available A dance demonstration by dance 
teacher John Taylor and some of his students Jon in or fust watch 
Cost £4. Limited spaces so please dock early! 

Tel: 01446-750700 or the^rl^nj^cesuthoniQ^iil cow 


Dawns Te y Jlwbili Sadwen 9 Mehefin 

The Gathering Race, Sun Tathan 2* 4 30yp 

Te, cacemao a brechdonau ar gpcl. Perfformiad dawns gar yr a thro John 
Taylor a rhai o'l fyfyrwyr Ymunwcb mewn neu gwylo. Cost o LA. Cyfyngod 
ar raferau felly bwcrwch yn gynrur! 

Ffon 01446-750700 neu thn&tthtfht^K'Kttthftn^null.com 


Y Bom Fien Circus Friday 15th June 7pm 

Y Bont Faen R unary School held Saturday 16th June 1 30pm A 7pm 

With BBQ A »ce creams Fred's Ryng orcus will be on show along vwch a 
school pupil* performance Tickets £6. avafeble on school websce 

www.ybcrchicn.com. 

llanfest Saturday 16th (me 

He! Ukiard. St Mary Hll» 2pm 

‘’Hardest' returns for another fun filed day of Inre music, entertainment, 
food. dnnk. craft stalls and chanty stalls, with live music carryng on nto 
the evening. 

www.tangarvillagchalLcaijk or 
www.faccbo^-canrk'LianganAndStMaryMdlVillagcHal 


SyrcasY Bont Faen Gwaner 15 Mchefln 7yn 

Vsgo* Gynradd y Boot Faen Sadwm 16 Mehefin 2;30yp ac am 7yn 

Sioc gyda Syrcas Hcdbn Fred, gycfc BBQ a hufcn la. ynghyd a pcrfformladau 
gan ddisgybhon yr ysgoLT ccdau £6 yr un ar we fan yr ysgol. 

www ybontfaon.com 


Llanfest Mercher 16 Mehefin 

Heol Liidard. E^wys Fair y Mynydd 2yp 

Mae “Uanfes*" nol flwyddyn yma am ddtwmod town hrwyf gyda cherddo* 
naeth. ad I on ant. fcxwyd. stondwiu cnefft stondinau efusenau. a chcnddona- 
eth byw yn para mewn iV nos! 
wwwJIanganvilfcagchal.cauk ncu 
wwwiaccbocfccomi'LbnganAndStMaryHlHVilageHaJI 


Duck Race 

Y Bout Ficn R iinary Scboul 

Starts at Fiko shop bridge fed owed by the Summer Fayre between 
With pJcncy of stalls, games, a Bouncy Castle and BfiQ - free civuy. 
Entrance through parkilront gate. 

wwwybordaen.com 


Saturday 16ih frrt 
12 no or 

3pm. 


Ras Hwya d Sul 16 Mehefin 

Y*pjfl Gynradd y Bom Fa«n I2yp 

Yn dechrau ar bwys port y siop Ffco.ac * ddilyn bydd yna Ffsir Haf rhwng 
l*3yp gyda lot o stondinau. gemau. castell bownsio a BBQ Mynedad am 
ddm Cewch fynedad trwy y pnrc'git #rynt. 

www yboncfaen.com 


n 


Edwar dan Centenary Garden Farcy 

Liar&r Primai y School Sc Marys Outer. 

All welcome 
Tel: 01446 772245 


Saturday 7 July 
2 - 7pm 


Parti Gardd Canmlwyddiant Edwardaidd 

Ysgoi Gynraoc J ar/ar 

Crocso i bawb 
Ffon: 01446 772245 


Sadwm 7 GcrHrrraf 


Uandow Village Summer Fete 

Saturday 14 |uf> 

Ffair F4af Pcntrcf Handow 

Sndwrn 14 Gorlmmf 

LWawV.IUp H»JI 

2pm 

Nv-add B«ntrW Ubndaw 

ifp 

Traditional vfl^ge fete activities 


Ffair pent ref tradckxtodbl gyd> xwe*rhgareddaii 


Teh 01656 B90737 


Ffon 01656 $90737 




creativeCO 

RURAL COMMUNITIES 
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CROWDS GREET THE OLYMPIC 
ON A HISTORIC DAY FOR THE 


_ THE GEM - 25 

FLAME 

TOWN 


f -% 

Photographs by 

GLYN EVANS 

Other pictures are 
available from this event. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail ffotoimage @tiscali. co. uk 
telephone 07791 228684. 

Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 

Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 

V J 

6 A once in a lifetime occasion’ - that 
is how the appearance of the 
Olympic Flame in the Vale has been 
described, and the crowds of onlook¬ 
ers proved the point. 

The flame’s Vale journey started at 
Eastbrook Station in Dinas Powys at 7am on 
Saturday, May 26. 

It made a 10-minute journey though the 
village, before restarting with fresh runners 
at Cardiff Road in Barry. 

There were large crowds along the route - 
Holton Road, Broad Street, Barry Island, 
Park Crescent, Jenner Road and Colcot 
Road. 

It finished its tour of the town on Port 
Road East and the Olympic Flame team then 
moved onto Bridgend in the afternoon. 

Among the Vale medal hopefuls in the 
Olympics are swimmer David Davies from 
Barry, cyclist Nicole Cooke from Wick and 
tri-athlete Helen Jenkins from Llantwit 
Major. 

You can view an eight minutes You Tube 
video at http://youtu.be/u-wpkIVX4Zc. 
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WELSH FOOTBALL COACH DROPS IN 
TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM PUPILS 



ABOVE: Chris Coleman holds a question 
and answer session with years 7 and 8. 


LAST month, Wales football manager 
Chris Coleman visited Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg. 

The school held a question and answer session 
with Chris before he was photographed with the 
school football teams. 

The pupils enjoyed Chris’ honesty, integrity and 
charisma in answering the questions asked. 

Gymnastics success 
Ysgol Gyfun Bro Morgannwg’s floor and 
vault mixed team are the current Welsh 
champions. 

The team went on to compete in the British 
Schools competition on Sunday May 13. 

This is the first time the school competed at this 
level in this field. 

Members of the team are: Ffion Byrne, Finlay 
Haswell, Iwan Mepham, Rhidian Mepham and 
Emyr Byrne. We wish them all the best of luck for 
the competition! 

South Wales Spelling Bee 
THE four winners of the year-7 French 
spelling bee competition went to Ysgol 
Bryn Gwyn who were in Llanelli to com¬ 
pete at the south Wales regional final. 

Brennig Davies, Elin Alexander, Manon Wiliam 
and Beth Humphreys all did superbly on the day. 

Brennig came first and Beth came fourth in the 
competition, and both will now go on to compete 
in the Welsh Final to be held later this term. We 



BASKETBALL FOR WALES 

RECENTLY, Meirin Evans of year-11 represented 
Wales by playing for the national under-16 bas¬ 
ketball team in Dublin against Ireland. 

(See picture above). 

Unfortunately, the Welsh team lost by 90 points 
to 46. Here are some other pictures of Meirin in 
competition. 


wish them both the very bext of luck! 

BRENNIG A BETH 



Chris Coleman with year-9 football team. 



Chris Coleman with year-7 football team. 




Carfan Floor and Vault - The floor and vault mixed team that were 
crowned Welsh Champions. 


ABOVE: 
Chris Coleman 
with year-10 foot¬ 
ball team. 


ABOVE: 
Chris Coleman 
with the year-8 
football team. 


LEFT: 

The Welsh and 
Irish basketball 
teams pose for a 
photo together. 
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Mayor’s role is 
a ‘dream come 
true’ for this 
Llangeinor girl 


RIGHT: 
The new Bridgend 
county borough 
mayor - Coun 
Marlene Thomas. 

FOLLOWING her 
recent inauguration 
as Mayor of 
Bridgend County 
Borough, Coun 
Marlene Thomas 
has a busy year 
ahead of her - and 
she thinks that the 
role is a ‘dream 
come true’. 

She said: “As a girl 
born and bred in 
Llangeinor, never in my 
wildest dreams did I 
think I would one day be 
Mayor of Bridgend 
county borough! 

“I am so proud to 
have been elected to rep¬ 
resent the area, and 
promise to do my very 
best to promote this 
wonderful place that we 
live in. 

“One of the first 
things I want to do as 
Mayor is to thank those 
who are involved in 
charity work, or who 
help to improve the 
quality of life for people 
with challenging prob¬ 
lems. I never cease to be 



amazed by their enthusi¬ 
asm, energy and com¬ 
mitment. 

“In my previous role 
as deputy Mayor, I was 
fortunate to meet many 
interesting people from 
all walks of life, many 
of whom were unsung 
heroes who volunteer 
their time to raise funds 
for those less fortunate 
than ourselves.” 

A particular highlight 


Financial advice 
adds up for 
local students 


BRIDGEND stu¬ 
dents have been 
learning how to 
handle their money 
in a sensible manner 
after taking advice 
from the local 
authority. 

Count y ' 


lenders, or ‘loan sharks’, 
as well as the problem of 
purchasing goods from 
websites which appear to 
be UK-based, but are 
actually located in other 
parts of the world such as 
Asia or north America. 

Helen Picton, service 


Standards, feels that this 
education 


Bridgend 

Borough Council’s . f 

(BCBQ Trading valuable for 

Standards team and the young p / ople . 

Citizens Advice Bureau S hl said: “We are liv- 
have organised more than j in tough economic 
40 financial capabilities times> and of our 

sessions at Bridgend youngsters have limited 
College and Porthcaw knowledge on fi nancial 
Comprehensive School maders 
to educate young people “ By ' learning about 
a f^ ' 18 about a range j ssues suc h as mortgages, 


of financial topics. 

Covering themes such 
as ‘Getting More for 
Your Money’, 

‘Understanding Credit 


interest rates and buying 
on credit, we hope that 
the students will be able 
to make better informed 
choices as they become 


and ‘Saving Money’, the adu i ts and fi nd then- 
project has already pro- responsibilities increas- 
vided more than 750 ■ 
young people with essen- 


mg. 


_ “Most of the students 

tial information about will have seen a finance 


dealing with finance. 


agreement for the first 


As well as discovering time during these ses- 
ways of budgeting effec- sions, and hopefully this 
tively in today’s world, will help create confident 
students have learned consumers within our 
about issues such as communities.” 
shopping safely online Local schools are 
and the various methods being invited to request 
of paying for goods or further lectures on man- 
services. aging finances for sixth 

The sessions have also form year groups by con- 
covered the dangers of tacting Trading 

borrowing money from Standards on 01656 
unlicensed money 643478. 


involved meeting Terry 
Waite, the Church of 
England envoy who 
spent 1,763 days as a 
hostage in Beirut. 

Mayor Thomas said: 
“It was a privilege to 
meet such an amazing 
man in the course of my 
duties. He spoke mov¬ 
ingly about his time in 
captivity, not once 
maligning his captors.” 

During her year in 
office, Mayor Thomas 
will focus on local 
schools and businesses. 

She said: “The range 
of talent that we have in 
Bridgend is amazing. It’s 
important that we ensure 
our local children have a 
flying start to their edu¬ 
cation and life skills, and 
the recent addition of 
some wonderful new 
schools in the area will 
play a huge role in help¬ 
ing us achieve this. 

“I also want to visit 
local businesses through¬ 
out the county borough, 
both large and small, as 
they all play an essential 
role in providing 
employment and bring¬ 
ing prosperity to the 
area.” 

Mayor Thomas has 
also thanked her prede¬ 
cessor, Coun Chris 
Michaelides, as well as 
her own deputy for the 
forthcoming year, Coun 
Clive James. 

Outgoing Mayor, 

Coun Michaelides, said: 
“I have enjoyed my year 
as Mayor and have had 
the pleasure and privi¬ 
lege of taking part in 
some memorable events. 

“These have included 
hosting the Justice of the 
Peace 650th anniversary, 
attending the Royal 
Garden Party, welcom¬ 
ing new British citizens 
to the area and many 
other events, which have 
revealed the wonderful 
work carried out by staff 
and volunteers in all cor¬ 
ners of the borough.” 

The charities that 
Mayor Thomas will sup¬ 
port during her year of 
office will be announced 
soon. 


DOG SHOW BOOSTS 
EISTEDDFOD FUNDS 



The best in show was a 
Newfoundland from Pencoed. 



— 

The best puppy was (fittingly) 
a corgi in the Jubilee year! 



The looks most like its owner category 
needed some audience participation. 


A COMPANION dog show was held 
recently by the Show Dog Society, to raise 
money for the National Eisteddfod at 
Llandow this August. 

A spokesperson said of the event at The Gathering 
Place, St Athan: “We had a lovely day. There were 
people and their dogs from the village and also peo¬ 
ple from a little further afield. 

“With some of our club members - Bridgend & 
District KA - providing the catering and others 
organising the show itself, we were kept busy. 

“Photographs show that there were dogs of all 
shapes and sizes. With this being an Eisteddfod 
fundraiser, and the Queen’s Jubilee coming up, it 
seemed quite fitting that the eventual Best Puppy In 
Show went to a Corgi! 

“Best in Show was the fabulous Newfoundland 
from Pencoed. In such wonderful condition, this was 
a popular choice. 

“Other photos show the fun classes: Waggy Tail, 
Handled by a Gent, Pretty Bitch - a very pretty 
Bernese Mountain Dog who was the Eventual Best 
Novelty In Show - and the most popular class - 
Looks Most Like its Owner. The Stewards called for 
a bit of audience participation in this class. 

“Our thanks to everyone for taking part.” 

The next fundraising show is on Sunday, June 17 
in Bryncae Community Centre, Llanharan. All pro¬ 
ceeds to The Sandville, Porthcawl. Contact: brid- 
genddka @ aol. com for fore information. 



The waggiest tail category produced some happy looking dogs! 




LEFT: 

The pretty bitch was 
a Bernese Mountain 
Dog that also won 
best novelty in show. 

Vickery play 

VALLEYS playwright 
Frank Vickery’s smash 
hit comedy Granny 
Annie is at the Grand 
Pavilion, Porthcawl 
from June 21-23 
(7.30pm). 

An amateur dramatic 
company is seen prepar¬ 
ing for the opening of 
their musical production 
of Annie, which promises 
to be the biggest theatri¬ 
cal disaster of all time! 


Did you know 
you can read 
your GEM 
online? 

bridgend- 

today.co.uk 

You can also 
find us on 
Facebook and 
follow us on 
Twitter - 
facebook.com 
/gemnews or 
@gem_news 
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Mayor looks back on 
a (very) mixed year! 



ABOVE: Barbara Stubbs and her husband Bill on their last official day as 
mayor and consort, handing over the chains to Coun Alana Davies and her 
husband, Brian. 


Porthcawl woman’s 
spiritual journey 

In the footsteps of 
the Spanish pilgrims 



Dawn Cole (on right with backpack), with wellwishers from 
The Bay restaurant, Porthcawl. 

(Photograph by Donald Williams at donsterchef@yahoo.com). 


A PORTHCAWL woman is 
taking on the challenge of a 
790km walk to raise money for 
Ty Hafan. 

Tomorrow (June 1) Dawn Cole 
will be setting out to follow in the 
footsteps of thousands of pilgrims 
and will walk from St Jean Pied de 
Port in southern France to 
Santiago de Compostela in north¬ 
west Spain. 


Dawn told The GEM that it was a 
“spiritual journey” and she hopes 
that people will support her efforts 
by donating to Ty Hafan, the Sully 
hospice for life-limited children. 

She said: “Anyone can follow my 
journey by asking to friend me on 
facebook, and the Justgiving web¬ 
site is attached to my profile.” 

Donations can also be made at the 
Porthcawl seafront restaurant, The 
Bay (telephone 01656 785575). 


Man’s compensation 
from council after 
an accident in work 


LAST year’s 
Mayor of 

Porthcawl, Barbara 
Stubbs, contributed 
a regular column in 
this newspaper for 
most of her year in 
office. 

There was, however, 
an enforced break when 
she was involved in a 
serious accident over the 
Christmas holidays. 

Now that her year is 
over, she talked to The 
GEM about what was a 
very mixed year. 

She said: “I think 
what surprised me the 
most - and in the end I 
was just amazed - was 
the sheer number of 
organisations in 
Porthcawl who do so 
much to enrich the 
town. When I sat down 


SCHOOLS in 
Bridgend are to 
receive £1,556,100 
funding for the 
least well-off pupils, 
First Minister 
Carwyn Jones has 
announced. 

The new £32.4 mil¬ 
lion a year ‘pupil depri¬ 
vation grant’ will pro¬ 
vide practical action to 
help reduce the impact 
of poverty on educa¬ 
tional attainment - 100 
per cent of the funding 
goes directly to school 
budgets. 

Schools in Bridgend 
will receive £1,556,100 
from the fund for this 
financial year as part of 
the Assembly’s drive 
against poverty. 

“Each school will 
receive an allocation 
according to the number 
of pupils aged between 
5 and 15 who are eligi¬ 
ble for free school 
meals which will equate 


and counted the groups I 
had met it was more 
than 60, and they are 
full of people who are 
not interested in publici¬ 
ty. They are simply 
involved because they 
want to good things.” 

Lists are always awk¬ 
ward, because of the 
risk of missing someone 


to an additional £450 
per eligible pupil,” the 
First Minister said. 

“This new money is a 
major boost for our 
schools and has one 
clear aim - to reduce 
the link between depri¬ 
vation and educational 
attainment. 

“The Welsh 

Government is taking 
practical action to deliv¬ 
er better educational 
opportunities for our 
most disadvantaged 
children. 

“We will work close¬ 
ly with schools to make 
sure this grant makes a 
real difference to the 
life chances of those 
who need extra support. 

“My government is 
deeply committed to 
making sure everyone, 
no matter what their 
background, can reach 
their full potential,” 
added Mr Jones, who is 
also the AM for 
Bridgend. 


out, but Barbara was 
very impressed with the 
work of the local Cancer 
Research volunteers, the 
Townswomen's Guild, 
Inner Wheel, the Lions 
Club, and Barnardo’s. 

Of those, she will 
always have a soft spot 
for Bamardo’s because 
her father was a founder 
member of the 
Porthcawl fundraising 
committee. 

One of her last offi¬ 
cial engagements was 
opening the annual 
Lions May Fayre, and 
she said: “My husband 
Bill and I were amazed 
at the hours that mem¬ 
bers put in. Yes, there is 
a social side, but people 
in Porthcawl should 
recognise how hard they 
work for the communi¬ 
ty-” 

Another local organi¬ 
sation that made a big 
impact on the mayoral 
couple was Crossroads, 
which helps carers in 
the town - in particular 
young carers. 

Barbara said: “Bill 
feels strongly about the 
position that young car¬ 
ers find themselves in. 
Porthcawl has a reputa¬ 
tion in the borough for 
being well off, but with 
a high number of elderly 
people, it means that 
there are a lot of people 
who need help.” 

Various engagements 
at the Sandville Self- 
Help Centre have had a 
big impact, too. Again, 
the fact that volunteers 
do so much is a big fac¬ 
tor, but her year in 
office brought home to 
the mayor just how 
much is done there. 

She said: “Every age 
group is helped at 
Sandville. Young dis¬ 
abled children can use 
the pool and the play 
area, while at the same 
time elderly people in a 
poor state of health can 
be looked after and 
given relaxation thera¬ 
pies - by therapists who 
give their time free.” 

She was also 
impressed by the work 
that Scout and Guide 
leaders do with young 
people in the town. 

Away from the volun¬ 
tary sector, the mayor 
was impressed with the 
staff at the Grand 
Pavilion, and believes 
that the venue is vital 
for the town. 

She said: “Huge 
progress has been made 
at the Grand Pavilion, 
and the staff all work so 
hard. I think things start¬ 


ed to improve under 
Ceri Davies, and Mark 
Phillips is carrying it on. 

“They are all so keen 
to make it work.” 

A key part of any 
town mayor’s job is to 
highlight the work of 
local organisations and 
charities, and this makes 
the year in office an 
enjoyable experience. 

However, Barbara’s 
year was interrupted by 
the aftermath of a car 
crash when she and Bill 
were being driven by a 
family member in 
Sheffield over the 
Christmas break. 

A head-on collision 
left her with broken 
bones and internal 
injuries, and she had the 
nightmare experience of 
remaining conscious in 
the car, in agony, while 
emergency services 
worked to cut her free. 

It is hard to find posi¬ 
tives in such an experi¬ 
ence, but Bill and 
Barbara were stunned 
by the number of get 
well cards that arrived 
as she recuperated in 
hospital in Mansfield. 

She said: “When I 
was well enough to 
return to Porthcawl, 
both the Rotary Club 
and Phil Rixon offered 
to come and chauffeur 
us home.” 

They had not been in 
their own car when the 
crash happened, and it 
transpired that Bill was 
able to drive home, but 
the offers from 
Porthcawl meant a lot. 

She still has vivid 
flashbacks to that 
ordeal. Bill’s injuries 
were not so serious in 
comparison, but the bro¬ 
ken sternum he sus¬ 
tained still causes him 
problems. 

However, Barbara’s 
troubles were not over 
when she returned 
home. She said: “All the 
time I was in hospital in 
Mansfield I was getting 
a lot of pain from my 
neck. 

“The staff said it was 
whiplash, but it didn’t 
get any better when I 
was home. In the end, 
we decided I should 
visit a consultant and his 
X-ray showed that I had 
three fractured verte¬ 
brae, and that they were 
in danger of collapsing. 

“His instructions 
were to be operated on 
as soon as possible and 
to stay very still, 
because the spinal cord 
was in danger of being 
trapped. 


“I was terrified.” 

In the end, her con¬ 
sultant took her to the 
Heath Hospital early 
one morning and said 
she was to stay there 
until a theatre was avail¬ 
able. She was eventually 
seen in the late after¬ 
noon. Barbara said: “He 
inserted plates to keep 
the vertebrae apart and 
now, my recuperation is 
going according to 
plan.” 

The accident meant 
that she missed a major 
part of her mayoral year, 
leading her deputy, 

Coun Alana Davies, to 
suggest an unusual 
course of action. 

Barbara said: “In 
Porthcawl, the standard 
practice is for the 
deputy mayor to become 
mayor the following 
year. Alana said that she 
was prepared to stand 
aside so that I could 
have a complete year in 
the post.” 

She emphasised that 
it would not have been 
her and Alana’s deci¬ 
sion. The matter would 
still have had to be 
voted on by the council. 

However, that deci¬ 
sion was taken out of 
their hands when 
Barbara lost her town 
council seat in the 
recent elections. 

Reflecting on the 
happier times of her 
year in office, Barbara 
said: “We have been to 
some wonderful events, 
and some of the shows 
at the Grand Pavilion 
were tremendous. 

“Porthcawl Amateur 
Operatic and Dramatic 
Society’s production of 
The Sound of Music was 
terrific, and I was really 
impressed with the 
Bridge Youth Theatre’s 
work. 

“Their show, Billy - 
The Musical, was pro¬ 
duced to an incredibly 
high standard, with great 
performances from 
young local actors.” 

Finally, another 
aspect of any mayor’s 
year is staging events 
that will benefit the 
mayor’s civic fund - a 
charity that distributes 
money to local good 
causes. 

In the coming weeks, 
the committee that 
administers it will arrive 
at a final figure, and the 
mayor’s final act will be 
to distribute the cash. 

Barbara concluded: 

“I really would like to 
thank all the members of 
the civic fund commit¬ 
tee, who have worked so 
hard to benefit local 
charities during my 
year. ” 


A COUNCIL worker 
who suffered perma¬ 
nent damage to his 
eye in a workplace 
accident has received 
£30,000 in compen¬ 
sation after help 
from his trade union, 
UNISON. 

His solicitors told The 
GEM that Jason 
Symmonds, 41, from 
Pencoed, Bridgend, 
needed surgery after an 
industrial pressure hose 
hit him in his right eye, 
splitting his eye ball and 
causing him to suffer a 
detached iris. 

A Unison spokes¬ 
woman said: “As part of 
his role as a mechanic for 
Rhondda Cynon Taff 
County Borough Council 
Jason was asked to look 
at the pressure hose. 

“Unknown to him the 
hose section of the 
machine was switched on 
so when he turned on the 
machine’s pump the hose 
flicked up and hit him. 
The hose was later found 
to be defective.” 

His injuries meant he 
had to take six months 
off work and then needed 
an additional week off 
work later to undergo 
surgery to remove a 
cataract which had 
formed over his eye. 

The spokeswoman 
continued: “Surgery has 
improved his sight, but 
he still has a dilated 
pupil, which means he 
cannot drive at night. 


“He also has problems 
seeing objects up close 
meaning that he has diffi¬ 
culties reading and judg¬ 
ing distances. Glasses do 
not resolve his sight 
problems but he has to 
wear sunglasses when he 
is outdoors, even if it is 
not sunny.” 

Following the accident 
Mr Symmonds contacted 
his trade union, UNI¬ 
SON, for advice. UNI¬ 
SON instructed its 
lawyers, Thompsons 
Solicitors, to investigate 
a claim for compensa¬ 
tion. 

The council admitted 
85 per cent liability and 
settled the claim out of 
court. 

Mr Symmonds, who 
still works at the council, 
but now in a supervisory 
role, said: “The weeks 
following the accident 
were extremely difficult. 

“I wasn’t allowed to 
lie down to sleep because 


EXCITEMENT is 
building towards 
Saturday’s start of 
Jubilee week with 
Porthcawl fes¬ 
tooned in more 
than 1,000 metres 
of bunting. 

Churches are prepar¬ 
ing celebration lunches, 
and stilt walkers and 
tight rope walkers are 
practising for Saturday’s 
opening at Porthcawl 
RFC, South Road. 

Porthcawl Choral 
Society, led by musical 
director Barrie Wilson, is 
performing the special 
Porthcawl Diamond 
Jubilee song. 

The words were writ¬ 
ten by Mr Wilson to 
music from Gilbert and 


of the risk of blood 
developing at the back of 
my eye ball. For two 
weeks, I couldn’t see 
anything through the 
damaged eye and I feared 
the worse. 

“My sight has 
improved since the oper¬ 
ation but it will never be 
the same again.” 

Margaret Thomas, 
head of UNISON in 
Wales added: “Mr 
Symmonds suffered a lot 
of pain as a result of this 
accident, as well as last¬ 
ing damage to his eye. 

“Clearly, a more 
robust system for check¬ 
ing equipment should 
have been in place. 
Employers have a duty to 
make sure their staff are 
safe at work. 

The GEM asked RCT 
Council for a comment 
but this had not been 
received as we went to 
press. 


Sullivan, starting: “Tis a 
glorious thing to cele¬ 
brate the reign of our 
Royal Queen,” and end¬ 
ing: “Let Porthcawl 
shout and cheer the reign 
of our gracious Queen”. 

The entertainment on 
the Promenade, ‘The 
Party on the Prom’, on 
June 5, is also taking 
shape. The ‘Ukelele 
Stompers’ band is 
expected to play on the 
special open top bus, 
whilst Punch and Judy 
returns to the Prom in 
Porthcawl for the first 
time in 60 years. 

Young and old can 
still enter the ‘Waterless 
Swimming Gala ’ by ring¬ 
ing Gary Victor (01656 
783491) to register. 


Did you know you 
can read your 
GEM online? 

bridgend-today.co. uk 


Thieves steal 
lead from 
church roof 

POLICE are appealing for information 
after lead was stolen from the roof of 
Llansantffraid church on Heol Persondy 
sometime between 9am on Friday May 18 
and 9am, Friday May 25. 

PC Mark Child, who is investigating the incident 
at Aberkenfig, said: “The area where the lead was 
stolen from cannot been seen from the ground, and 
the theft was only discovered when the roof was 
found to be leaking following a downpour of rain. 

“It is estimated that the cost of replacing the lead 
and the labour charges will be many thousands of 
pounds. This money will have to come out of funds 
that have been set aside for other functions that the 
church provides for the community. 

“I am appealing to anyone who saw any suspi¬ 
cious people or vehicles in and around the church at 
the relevant time to come forward,” he added. 

Contact Police on 101 or Crimestoppers free and 
anonymously on 0800 555 111. 

£1,556,100 for 
education of 
needy pupils 
in Bridgend 


Jubi-glee 

excitement! 
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Bridgend College 
triumph in English 
colleges football league 



BRIDGEND 
College Football 
Academy clinched 
the English 

Colleges League 
title in style, beat¬ 
ing a strong 
Merthyr side 4-0. 

Bridgend’s team 
entered the game know¬ 
ing that a draw or victo¬ 
ry away from home 
would bring the title to 
the borough. 

Wearing their blue 
and yellow striped kit, 
Bridgend passed the ball 
exceptionally well in the 
blazing heat, forcing the 
hard-working Merthyr 
team to defend in num¬ 
bers. 

George Daly and 
Liam McCarthy domi¬ 
nated the midfield area, 
feeding the outstanding 
Jack Delve and Luke 
Dawes on both flanks of 
the pitch. 

As Bridgend 

searched for the opening 
goal, Merthyr broke 


away against the run of 
play and forced an acro¬ 
batic save from goal¬ 
keeper Luke Jones. 

Bridgend reacted and 
continued to pass the 
ball around with a brand 
of football that has 
served them so well over 
the season. 

Passing the ball 
through midfield and 
stretching the Merthyr 
team, the visitors 
showed no sign of 
nerves. 

As the game opened 
up, striker Nathan Price 
took advantage of a 
Merthyr defensive mis¬ 
take to see the ball 
bounce into an empty 
net. 

Eventually, Bridgend 
persistence was reward¬ 
ed with a second goal as 
a fine move down the 
right allowed Jack Delve 
to deliver a cross that 
reached Luke Dawes at 
the far post, who side¬ 
footed the ball home. 

Nathan Price scored 
his second goal of the 


Under-12s on 
winning track 
at Maesteg 


BRIDGEND Town 
CC under-12s got 
back to winning 
ways against 

Maesteg Celtic 
under-12s at 

Newbridge Fields 
on a lovely evening 
for cricket. 

An accurate Bridgend 
bowling attack restricted 
the away side to 221 
with extras of only 26. 

Bridgend Town then 
reached 287, resulting in 
a convincing win by 66 
runs (pairs format). 

Bridgend’s wickets 
were taken by E 
Biebrach (two), S 
Willicombe (two), C 
Hart (one) and E Rees 


(one). 

The batting was once 
again led by E Biebrach 
(10) and E Rees (nine), 
with good contributions 
by G Davies (seven), C 
Hart (six), M Hobby 
(six) and J Hayes (four). 

Special mention for O 
Johns, who bowled two 
maiden overs, and E 
Biebrach for an all¬ 
round performance, the 
game was played in an 
excellent spirit. 

Team: E Biebrach, G 
Davies, H Evans, C 
Hart, J Hayes, M Hobby, 
O Johns, H Jones, E 
Rees, S Willicombe. 

JH 


game, and Bridgend’s 
third, and the celebra¬ 
tions began amongst the 
subs and coaching staff. 

Merthyr continued to 
work hard but with a 
clever passage of play, 
Luke Dawes calmly 
scored the fourth and 
final goal. 

As Jason Perry, head 
of the Football Academy 
at Bridgend College, 
explains: “The students 
deserve this success and 
the rewards that come 
with hard work. They 
have developed as peo¬ 
ple and players during 
their time at the College, 
and have a far more 
determined and mature 
attitude towards their 
studies and training. 

“A legacy has been 
left by the players 
involved this season and 
a challenge waits for all 
those that follow them to 
wear the Bridgend 
College football kit.” 

Individual players 
have also benefited from 
the full-time training 
and education pro¬ 
gramme, with Andre 
Griffiths, Kieran 

Harmon and Nathan 
Renfree selected to play 
for both Welsh Colleges 
and the Welsh Schools 


international sides. All 
three players provided 
consistent performances 
through a busy football 
schedule. 

The college are cur¬ 


rently recruiting for 
their Football Academy. 
Anybody interested in 
joining should contact 
Bridgend College i 
01656 302600. 


Ron lands 
hole in one 
for P&K 


PYLE and Kenfig 
and Southerndown 
are two of the top 
courses in south 
Wales. 

Both are difficult, par¬ 
ticularly in the wind that 
is a semi-permanent fea¬ 
ture at each venue. 

The courses are free 
draining and remain 
open when many others 
are water-logged. 

In addition to the nor¬ 
mal rivalry present in 
any such competition, 
there is an extra edge 
when teams from these 
two clubs clash. 

Throughout the year, 
many thousands of golf 
matches are played with 
no one having that rarest 


Bulls emerge 
with victory 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 40) 
And more misery 
was heaped on the visi¬ 
tors with Dowding and 
Gareth David both 
claiming their second 
scores, and Howells 
and David kicking a 
goal each. 

The final say went to 
man of the match 
Charles Stevenson, 
who crashed through a 
number of tackles to 
score and cap off a fine 
individual perform¬ 
ance. 

The Demons battled 
valiantly throughout 


and deserved more 
than two tries, and 
they had one of the 
best players on the 
pitch in Rogerson, but 
the Blue Bulls were the 
much stronger side on 
the day with many 
debutants shining, 
including Dave Upton 
and Dai Stone. 

The match also saw 
Bulls player-coach 
Craig Fox come off the 
bench and become the 
only player to repre¬ 
sent the team in every 
one of the Bulls ten 
seasons. 

IG 
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Ron Walters. 

of breeds - a hole-in-one 
on a par three - which is 
effectively an eagle. 

However, on the 
recent match between 
these Veterans’ Sections, 
there were two! 

Glyn Watts Jones, 
Southerndown, had one 
on the 12th hole, one of 
the the longest of the par 
threes. 

Ron Walters, P&K, 
enjoyed his on the fourth 
hole. Ron collects holes- 
in-one like a philatelist 
collects rare stamps, and 
is currently adding to his 
“collection” at the rate of 
approximately one per 
year. 

Who won the match? 
The official line is that it 
was an “honourable 
half’ - if I reported the 
true results, I would lose 
one set of good golfing 
friends! 

JM 


Phoenix celebrate 
end of the season 




Captain Marina Newth and coach Adam 
Raise. 


PENCOED 
PHOENIX recently 
held their third 
presentation night. 

A successful season 
ended with second 
place in Division 1 
league - a triumph for 
such a young, develop¬ 
ing team - may the 
success continue next 
season. 

With thanks to 
coaches, supporters, 
players and all 
involved in the 
Phoenix, next up for 
Phoenix is Shane 
Williams’ beach rugby 
in Swansea on July 21; 
all welcome to join us 
on beach! 

Contact us on 
01656860152 or email: 
pencoedphoenix@hot- 
mail.co.uk. 

Awards: club cap¬ 
tain: Marina Newth; 
most improved player: 


Kathryn Stonehouse; 
most promising play¬ 
er: Amie Stevens', top 
try scorer: Hannah 
Seward. 

Merit player: Katie 
Murphy', players’ play¬ 
er: Natalie O’Shea; 


supporter’s player of 
year: Lowri Reeves; 
player of year: Natalie 
O’ Shea; best support¬ 
er: Gwyn Morgan; club 
person: Emlyn Roberts. 

JH 


Pencoed rugby league 
boys continue with 
their winning ways 



LAST year, Pencoed 
Comprehensive 
School reported the 
success of the newly 
formed year-7 
Rugby League team 
as they became 
Welsh Rugby 
League champions. 

Now in year-8, the 
boys retained their 
‘champions’ status when 
they beat St Joseph’s 
School, Newport, 32-14 
at the Gnoll in Neath. 

The whole school is 
proud of the team’s 
achievement, and in par¬ 
ticular Mr Ian Poley, PE 
teacher, who coached the 
team again this year. 

He said: “The continu¬ 
ing support of the Wales 
Rugby League staff has 
been marvellous and 
instrumental in maintain¬ 
ing the boys’ interest in 
rugby league. The year-8 
team have made the 
school very proud.” 



Thomas Reffell (captain) with the Cup, and 
Liam Walters with the man of the match award. 
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New and existing customers ■ ring for the latest FREE Sky offers 
Half Price Sky for 6 months • Unlimited Broadband for 6 months 
Free Unlimited Calls for 6 months • Free Cashback with Sky HD or Multiroom 
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FREE ESTIMATES 


CALL 

PAUL WILLIAM3 
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01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


D IS www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE INSTALLATION £65 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07772206399 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J55V COVERING ALL AREAS f 
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% Digital Aerials 
% Repairs & Upgrades 
% Affordable Prices 
% Reliable Service 
% OAP Discounts 
% Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 



Barry Aerials 



Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

5 n ■ Poor Reception Fixed 
C • OAP Discounts 
« Additional TV Points 

• Digital Aerial Installations 
■ Free Home Visits 

• Freesat Installations 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 




R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing , 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 713737 
or 07920 195775 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 





I MASON WISE | 
BUILDERS 

^ 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


Glamorgan 

Property 
Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

“We do it all” 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


GRAB I 

PLANT HIRE LTD 

From creating a Pathway to 
Building a Home, we can provide 



01446 700535 


the complete service. 




www.grabifplanthirelfd.co.uk 


01446 774 484 


3for2 

Buy 3 blinds for 
the price of 2 


□ 


This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

Probably Wales’ Number I for: 

a Blinds 

• Shutters 
•Awnings solar 

• Canopies b&nd$ 


SOLAR 

North Road, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 


CB caayi§ > 


BLIND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEW SHOWROOMS' UNIT3&4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

wvsFw.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


VALE BLINDS(Wales,L.d, 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 







■■it 








m/u 


Unit ID, Hepworth 
Park, Coed Cae Lane 
Ind Est, CF72 9DX 

BRIDGEND 

01656 858 143 

CARDIFF 

02921 155009 

LLANTRISANT 

01443 237753 


in Prices 


Roman Blinds 


Vertical Blinds 


bargainblinds_@hotmail.co.uk 
www.bargain I blinds.co.uk 


DP. 
BUILDING 

SERVICES 

* Kitchens • Bathrooms 

* Extensions • Plastering 

* Carpentry • Joinery 

* Roofing • Brickwork 

* Conservatories 

NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 


$> 



Celtic Professional 
Builders & Plasterers 


• Loft Conversions 

• Extensions/Renovations I 

• Brickwork/Driveways I 

• New Build 

• Kitchens/Bathrooms 


Mobile: 07531 062775 
Tel: 01656 711443 






VALE CARPETS 

tfuit corner fo yoct 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time- 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 
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W If its wood 
Rff ■ we're 

CARPENTRY Ver Y 9 00 ^ 

Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 
Tiling • Maintenance • Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


CARPENTER 

All works undertaken 
Qualified 25 yrs experience 
No Job Too Small 
Call me first for 
a competitive quote 
Bryn’s Carpentry 
07950 720068 
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Leanne’s 
Carpet 
Cleaning 
Service 

Fully Insured 
Professional Service 
Reliable and Prompt 

01446 772702 
or 07794 028073 




Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

"cryStol-ft* 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 


GUTTER CLEANING 


MW 

cSSet/upholstery 

CLEANING 

Professional, Reliable, 
Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 
_ Plus... _ 


Stain & Odour Removal 

FREE 

with carpet clean 


07930 157952 or 
01446 737695/739603 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 



A be CrbiRa 

01446 

774484 


HD Computer 
Solutions 


■ All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 
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/ RE*FIT 

fEstablished Family Business) 


(Established Family Business) 

o mrmmm 
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Why renew when you can repair! 

Richard 07518 256743 or 01656 842414 
www.refitlocksmiths.co.uk 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


Window Tec UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


MPN Windows 


bq©@m©£i[i ©©c^a©©© 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


* Septic Tank * 
Cesspit Emptying * I 
* Treatment Plants * | 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

6 R.J.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
h| Electrical Installation Contracting 

07885347642 I Approved Contractor 



S.M.Vaughan 
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Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

• Rewires • Sockets • Lights, etc 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 


^ Domestic and 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering Commercial 
. , ’ ° ‘free ‘Estimates 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: jdrummondl37@gmail.com 


D.GULLIVER"t“ 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


f All Internal & External Work 
9 No Job too Small 
§ 25 Years Experience 
§ Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile: 07914 056255 


Brian flttley 

DECORATORS 
Interior & Exterior 
Including Coving & Tiling 
Free Estimates 
rhoose 

01446 711817 
07985 663798 
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INSTALL 

ELECTRICAL 

LIMITED OFFER 


2 


Fuse Board 
Replacement 

Only £349 inc VAT 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Installations * Repairs 

* Testing & Inspection 

* Fault Finding 

* Maintenance 

01446 733773 
07816 091425 


NAPIT 
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your local Network VEKA member 
is recommended by Steve Davis. 

0% finance available / Buy now, pay next year 


Special offer: Bevelled front doors 
£499 if ordered by July 31 st. 

6 Windows. fitted from £ 1495 

Doors. fitted from £450 

French Doors. from £795 

I Conservatories. from £3495 

Composite Doors. fitted from £795 


Ask about our trade 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 



SUMMER 
SPECIAL OFFER 

NOT TO BE MISSED 
This stunning Bevelled Front 
Door fully fitted only £499 

Choose one of these perfect doors 
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Garage conversions from 

We fit flat roofs with a 25 year 
guarantee 


Free 

Conservatory 
Design Service 
We supply & fit 
Fascias, Gutters 
& Downpipes 





• Windows & Doors 

• Full Repair Service 

• Free Vertical Blinds 

• Wide range of styles & finishes 

• 10 year guarantee 

Bridgend Showroom: 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF31 3HL 01656 648464 or 01446 439212 for the Vale 
Cardiff Showroom: Unit 2, Leckwith Road, Cardiff CFII 8AP 02920 508770 

Email: mpnwindows@aol.com www.mpnwindows.com 
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Stables Field Shelters Kennels 
Home Offices * Log Cabins 


Ashdown 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds 
Garages • Show Jumps • Hay Stores 

Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.com • e-mail: info@ashdown-group.com 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

+— 
Domestic 
I ■ I Installer 
I_I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffeU@hotmail.co.uk 


LAING 


Electrical 
Services 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms, Design, 
Installation, 
Maintenance 
N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 
Competitive prices 

Mobile 07980 712777 


ELECTRICAL -1 - 
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■ LECTRICAL SERVICES 

Andrew Lenthall - 07890 772079 
Aaron Rogers - 07825 778776 

• Reliable, Qualified Service 
• Emergency Call-outs 
• Free Quotations 
• Certification, Inspection & Testing 
• Installations including: Rewires, 
Showers, Cookers, Sockets & Lighting 
• Commercial & Domestic 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

email: aaelectricall @ hotmail.co.uk 


P J CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines., Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 
S Bridgend 659354 07974 120082 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 



N.THOMAS 


LANDSCAPES! 


•Tree Felling 

• Crown Reductions 

• Stump Grinding 

• Hedge Cutting 
•Turfing • Patios 

• Fencing & Decking 

Tel: 01446 790083 
07717 296697 


The 


r Ltd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 

• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 

WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 
Paddock Topping 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


JUVBUH 

Uorticuttur* 

(Rmum 

&AL£S - SERVICE - ftEPAM . SPARE* 
LAWK MOWERS - RtOt-OHS • CHAJH1AVTS 
SHtUNfEPS AKO QAAQEM ACCESSGW3 

WINTER SERVICE SPECIALS 
Most mafcM ftWVlGtd repaired 


Vafe Otmim** P«rfc Uii 
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Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


i ■ hlibl v f riTi nl^iM i 


K&A Services Ltd 


“A family ran business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, car¬ 
pet cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task to big or small, just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 






































































































































































32 - THE GEM 


www. facebook.com/gemnews • www.twitter.com/gem news 


Thursday, May 31st 2012 









■ikHi 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

if 01446 735 681 or 07815 0 97 994 24hrs 

Combination Boiler Specialist 

| ™ Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements^^LJ 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast , Friendly Service. 301616 


S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 2301^ 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured' 



B.R.H. 


Oil, Gas & LPG Heating Repairs 
Oil Tank Repairs, 24 hour Service 
/ Log Burners, Solid Fuel, 
hitas Chimney Lining Specialist 
0FTEC & Gas Safe Registered 

01446 461994 or 01656 657438 
Call Mobile 07768 367298 


| P EDWARDS 


PLUMBING A 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers ~ 


01444 790127 07719 005526 

>m Aii oiu • 
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ITAYWARM 


HEATING & 
PLUMBING 


All Plumbing, Heating & Gas Services 


Combi Boiler Installation 
and Repair Specialist 


Servicing & landlord certified boiler changes <£ upgrades 

302 v ' Gas Cookers and Fires Fitted 
Leaking/Burst Pipes 
Boilers fitted from £1,250 

Freephone 0800 6990013»Mob. 07794 335053 


DC 'Plumbing 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 
CjIQm m 
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|W Bathrooms 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 745952 
07852 673413 


CELTIC 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

All aspects of 
plumbing and heating 
work undertaken 

07973 785339 _ 
07956 887536 * 


r Lewis & Lewis 

Cowbridge 
Plumbing & Heating 
Services 


All oil & gas work undertaken 


All work guaranteed / 

Tel: 01446 771398 
Mob: 07966 265912 

\ 07966 035781 197228 1 




II fp Plastering 
MllServices 


A.N. Pestguard 

NPCA qualified 
All aspects of 
commercial and 
domestic pest control. 

Wasps Nests 
Rodents 
Nesting Birds 
Prevention 

Call 07532122280 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Tel. 07915 390029 
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Fairfax & Glover Roofing 

• Slating •Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 

EST. OVER 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 


J.M.C Ryan & Son 

ROOFING - REPAIRS - CARPENTRY 



DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 


01656 786336 • Mobile: 07801895425 

Email: jmc_ryan@yahoo.com www.jmcryan.co.uk 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 
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► FLAT ROOF REPAIRS & REPLACEMENTS 
» SLATE & TILED ROOF REPAIRS & REPLACEMENTS 
» FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERING 
» COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL ROOFING 



BEFORE AFTER 

Over 100 years of skilled tradesman experience in all aspects of roofing 

For a FREE survey 01446 776146 

Or quotation.... Visit us at www.cfrroofing.co.uk 




Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


01446 404838 


Silvey Roofing 


► New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www. Iveyroofinc .co.uk 
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Nice Man, Cheap Van 

(Luton Van with Tail Lift) - Best Prices 



Tel: 01446 796622 or 02920 450118 
Mobile: 07570 931487 
www.discountvanman.co.uk 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


Advertise 

your 

Company in 

The 


01446 

774484 
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Driving School Ltd 

—. • Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

1 • Automatic Vehicles now available 

m 0800 0280 406 

__ www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 
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INSTAI 

SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, Midi & Large 
Builders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 

Discount Available 
on Hardcore Skips 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire I 
Available 

a ee r 

Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 


Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 
Underfloor heating 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 




Professional, reliable 01446 796582 

and friendly service Q7854 168459 


Your local Skip Co. 
Possibly the cheapest 
Skips in South Wales 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm 



Saturday 
8am - 1pm 


REMOVE RECYCLE RE-USE 
- 


Abacus Skip Hire 


Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 


2 yard £79 
4 yard £105 
5.5 yard £115 
8 yard £155 
16 yard £200 
16 yard (wood only) 

Clean Wood 



gate fees 0 ton 


Commercial & Demolition Wood £18 per ton 
Deliveries to site must have waste carrier licence. 
Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 


Sofa ICOn Ltd. 

Sofas, Chairs, Footstools, Scatters, 
Upholstered Beds and Headboards. 

Repairs, Re-Upholstery undertaken. 

Top quality, Quick turnaround, 
Designer fabrics, Free estimates. 

Showroom: 

14c Western Avenue, Bridgend Industrial Estate. CF31 3R.T 

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY WITHIN THE GEM AREA 


01656 653004 or 07988 755698 

www.sofaicon.co.uk 


4 WELDING REPAIRS 

GATES-RAILINGS & 

ANY METAL WORK REPAIRED 

(Rusted or broken parts replaced at a 
fraction of the cost of a new gate). 

NO JOB TOO SMALL • Time Served Tradesman 

07530473862 


01446 774484 
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Taxi-Taxi Private Hire are looking to 
recruit 4 licensed taxi drivers. 

You must be over 25 years of age and hold a full UK 
driving licence. Drivers will work on a self employed 
commission basis for a newly established business in 
Llantwit Major and Cowbridge. 

We also require 3 part-time telephone 
dispatchers to work at our Llantwit front desk 
and office. Flexible work pattern with some weekend 
working required. £6.08 per hour. 

Please contact Martin Pilcher or forward CV to 
martinpilcher@hotmail.co.uk 07854 246828 



SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRAP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 



Avoid the cell - 

USE A&L! 


*L 
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We buy any: 

Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, Scrap Metal etc 


UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 


We will beat any price locally for: Copper, 
Lead. Brass, Aluminium, Stainless Steel, 
Household Wire, Armour Cable, etc. 

We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 


Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 



SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


WANTED 

Old Computer 

Inexpensive or free - 
to aid grandson with 
early learning. 

Tel: 07842 539034 


Time GEM 

01446 774 484 
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Alexander 

Margaret Elizabeth 

‘ Maggie’ 



Peacefully at Llandough Hospital on May 26, 
Maggie, well-known councillor, former Vale of 
Glamorgan Mayor and Council Leader. 


Devoted partner to Yvonne and loving sister-in-law 
of Brian, Maggie will be greatly missed by all who 
knew and loved her. 


Resting at Park Independent Funeral Directors, 7 
Tynewydd Road, Barry until her service at All 
Saints Church, Barry on Thursday June 7 at 
1.30pm, followed by cremation at Cardiff and 
Glamorgan Memorial Park, Port Road East, Barry. 

No flowers, please - donations in memory of 
Maggie may be made at the service to Atal Y Fro 
(formerly Womens’ Aid), of which Maggie was a 
great supporter. 

Funeral arrangements entmsted to Lyndsay J Ellis 
at Park Funerals - 01446 421212. 


COPLEY 

Richard 

Pat, Terrie, Jamie and Oliver would like to thank 
everyone for all the affection, support, cards and 
flowers we have received since the sudden and 
unexpected death of our beloved Richard. 

With a very special thank you to the residents of 
St Mary Church whose continuous support has 
helped tremendously. 

Another special thank you to the Rev David Boult 
for his help, kindness and compassion. 

We would also like to thank Michael and Jackie of the 
Blacksmiths Arms Llanmaes for the magnificent and 
much talked about buffet following Richard’s funeral. 
To quote the message in nearly every card received, 
‘Richard was a truly kind, generous and lovely man, 
a real gentleman.’ 

We will love and miss him always 


BAIN VENN 

Julia 

Peacefully on Wednesday May 23, 2012, 
Julie of Millfield Drive, Cowbridge. 

Much loved wife of Victor, devoted ‘Mom’ to Ashley, 
Jo and Nic, loved and respected mother-in-law of 
Nick and Lorraine and an adored ‘Dee Dee’ to her 
grandchildren Molly and Sam. 

Funeral Wednesday June 6, 2012. Friends please 
meet for service at Coychurch Crematorium at 
1.45pm. No flowers by request, but donations for 
Cancer Research Wales may be sent to Gareth Watts, 
Owen E Jones & Co Ltd, Zoar Chapel of Rest, 
Maesteg, CF34 9UT. Tel: 01656 733167. 







L/ark • independent 
.Funeral CArectors 

* Local 24 hr dedicated 
phone line. 

* • Service chapel to seat 
50 or 250 available. 

Call us on 01446 421212 

www.parkfunerals.co.uk 

7 Tynewydd Rd, Barry, CF62 8HB y 
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WOOD FOR SALE 

lust *4' 


01874 730329 
07779 730847 


Take advantage 
of our part 
seasoned logs 
on sale now 


www.justwoodfuel.co.uk 


CORKREY 

Thomas John (Jack) 

Peacefully on May 26 at Penrhos Stanley 
Hospital, Holyhead, Anglesey, Jack, aged 89 
years of Nicholl Court, Llantwit Major. 

Beloved husband of Mary, loving father of Mair, dear 
father-in-law of Ray, grandfather to Marianne, and 
the late Joanne and great grandfather to Kelly, Aaron 
and Jake. Dear brother to Billy, brother-in-law to 
David, Jean and Mair. Jack will be sadly missed by 
his family and many friends. 

Funeral service at Coychurch Crematorium, Bridgend 
on Friday June 8th at 3.15pm, where all please meet. 
Family flowers only, please. 

All enquiries to WA Brown & Son 01446 792489. 


Happy 18th Birthday 

Lewis Price 

31st May 

Love you loads, Mum, 
^ Dad, Abby, Connor 
and all your family 
XXX 


THOMAS 

David Arthur "P 

Peacefully on May 24, at his home in Gileston, 
David, dearest husband of Eira, devoted father 
of Linda, father-in-law of Nick and loving 
grandfather of Euan and Rhian, will be sadly 
missed by his family and friends. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James 
& Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Thursday May 31, 
service 2pm at Gileston Church followed by 
interment in Gileston Cemetery. 

No flowers by request, donations in lieu if desired 
to Safe Home for Unwanted Animals (SHUA), 
c/o J James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, CF62 3DZ. 


GOTCHA! 

Happy 40th 
Birthday 

LISA 
FARMAN 

31 May, 2012 - Love Julie, 
Steve, Elen and Nia. XXX 
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McALLEN ^ 

(nee James) 

Pauline 

Devoted sister of Billy, Anne, Rosemary, June, 
Gill and Jenn, sister-in-law of Sue, Graham, 
Smudger, George & Geoff, auntie, great-auntie 
and great-great auntie. 

Loved by all and will he sadly missed. 


McAllen 

Pauline 

Suddenly on May 
26th, Pauline 
loving mother of 
Helen and Stephen, 
will be sadly 
missed by all 
family and friends. 

Funeral 
arrangements 
will follow. 
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SELL YOUR 
HOUSE FAST 
FOR CASH! 

For a confidential chat 
about your options 
call Sandy now on 

01446 439196 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 inc. 
VAT - box for 2 weeks. To take 
advantage of this offer simply 
either send in your description 
along with a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon Tuesday. 
All major credit cards 
accepted. Tel 01446 774484. 
Advert must contain a 
residential land line telephone 
number. You may alter your 
advert as items are sold. 
Sorry no refunds are given. 


Stanley 

Mirrored Sliding 
Wardrobe Doors 

Complete with tracks, 2 
doors sized 30” w x 89” h. 
Very good condition £60. 

01446 711120 



PUBLIC NOTICE 

LICENSING ACT 2003 

To whom it may concern. 

I, ALI HUSSAINI, do hereby 
give notice that I have 
applied to the Licensing 
Authority (Vale of 
Glamorgan Council) for the 
grant of a Premises 
Licence at 13 Vere Street, 
Barry CF63 2HX known as 
Romeo Pizza. 

The application is for 
permission to supply alcohol 
from 4pm-12am on Monday 
to Saturday, and 4pm-11pm 
on Sunday. 

Any person wishing to make 
representations in respect of 
this application may do so in 
writing to the Licensing 
Department, Vale of 
Glamorgan Council Civic 
Offices, Holton Road, Barry 
CF63 4RU not later than 28 
days after the date of this 
notice. 

Representations received 
after this date will not be 
considered. 

A copy of the application can 
be viewed at the Civic 
Offices during normal office 
hours. 

It is an offence to knowingly 
or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with 
this application - the 
maximum fine on summary 
conviction being £5,000. 

Mr AM Hussaini 
21st May, 2012. 
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POOL TABLE 

Pub style with coin-operated 
slot mechanism. Just been re¬ 
clothed. Beautiful item and 2 
sets of pool balls and 4 cues, 
cue holder, proper dust cover 
and authentic lights to hang 
over table. Worth over £1,000. 
Quick sale £400, 
no offers. 

Tel: 01656 731545. 

22/23 


4 dralon covered 
floor cushions 

34” x 30”, 2 dusky pink, 
2 blue - £15 each 
Coffee Table 
Maple with slate inserts 
£35.26” x 26” x 20”. 

01446 793873 


John Lewis 
Cordoba medium 
sofa & armchair 

High quality leather. 
Excellent condition. 
£100 ono. Collection 
only - Ystradowen. 

07866 497418 



52 Plate 

Seat Punto 

Dynamic 1.2 

3 Door, petrol, black, 86k, 
MOT & taxed to April 2013, 
careful lady owner. 

£1,195 ono 

Tel: 01446 775353 


Planning 
to start your 
Summer 
Marketing? 

Call our 
team now 
for advice 
and help on 
how best to 
promote 
your 

business. 

The GEM 

01446 774 484 
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Wanderers Seconds 
enjoy day in the sun 


AS the summer sun sizzled 
on a scorching hot day at 
Hayes Point, the battle- 
hardened Second XI 
enjoyed the best day of 
their season so far. 

Skipper Ellis, standing in for 
Tom Ridgwell, strode to the wick¬ 
et and tossed the coin with oppos¬ 
ing skipper Rob King. On win¬ 
ning the toss, St Fagans surpris¬ 
ingly elected to field with the 
track looking a belter to bat on. 

Young opening bowlers Davies 
and Fahim bowled with pace and 
control to experienced Wanderers 
openers Sawyer and Coleman. 
Coleman, having looked comfort¬ 
able, was dismissed caught 
behind for 16 and this brought 
birthday boy Burgin to the crease. 

Burgin, reveling in his number 
three role, batted steadily before 
unleashing several splendid cover 
drives which brought the assem¬ 
bled crowd to their feet. Sawyer, 
meanwhile, was quietly compos¬ 
ing a masterful innings at the 
other end timing his shots to per¬ 
fection. 

Burgin attempted one shot too 
many and was bowled for 30, and 
as he trudged back to the pavilion 
he contemplated on what could 
have been. 

It was time for Ellis to enter the 
fray and after a second drinks 
break, Sawyer unleashed a bar¬ 
rage of heavy blows with four’s 


and sixes prominent. 

It looked like a maiden 
Wanderers 100 was on the cards, 
but this was not to be as he 
departed for a well crafted 89. 

Andy Gallagher saw the score 
past 200 with a belligerent 
innings of 4,4 made up of ten 
four’s, before being bowled. 

Nimesh Reddy continued the 
run fest with a quick-fire 46 not 
out, while Ellis played the 
Boycott role with 35 not out as 
the innings closed on 293 for 4 
after 45 overs. 

With a sumptuous tea enjoyed 
by the masses it was time for the 
Wanderers to defend their total as 
the sun’s rays beat down and the 
sea glistened in the background. 

The early season rain was a 
distant memory as the Wanderers’ 
quintessential ground looked like 
a picture postcard as a host of for¬ 
mer players watched on with 
interest at the current crop. 

St Fagans opened with Charlie 
Maynard, brother of Matthew, 
and C Franklin. They set out their 
intentions from the off with 
Maynard ruthless on anything 
short. Ashish Chatap bowled with 
verve and zip and deservedly took 
the first two wickets, a sharp 
caught and bowled and a plum 
FBW. 

Maynard was playing a shot a 
ball innings and was dropped 
three times before change bowler 
Nandan uprooted his off stick out 


of the ground, a sight to behold 
for any bowler. 

This key wicket left the 
Wanderers firmly in control. It 
was time now to bring the wily 
old fox Phil John onto bowl at the 
Hospital end, and his intelligent 
off spin accounted for the middle 
order. 

With Phil on the brink of a 
fiver the batsmen offered a sharp 
caught and bowled which the 
bowler dropped. 

However, of more concern was 
the shoulder injury that Phil 
picked up diving for the catch, 
and unable to carry on bowling he 
left the field for treatment. 

Ellis took over the remainder 
of the over and was soon dis¬ 
patched for six by young Fahim. 
However, revenge was sweet as 
Ellis caught a skier off Hughes’ 
bowling to secure the Wanderers 
victory by 139 runs. 

A great all-round performance 
with everyone contributing, the 
only slight disappointment on the 
day was the seven dropped catch¬ 
es. 

However, with the 2nd XI win¬ 
ning two in a row and strong 
availability, the season is now 
taking shape, and skipper 
Ridgwell will return from Vegas 
with several selection dilemmas. 

Many thanks go to Jane 
Richards, Gerry Richards and 
Mike Ashton for tea, groundsman 
and match duties. ME 


Ladies thank King Billy! 


WESTEND Ladies 
Netball Club would 
like to say a big 
thank you to Dave 
and Joanne, owners 
of the King William 
IV, for sponsoring 
us this year. 

Both teams received 
new netball dresses and 
hoodies ready for the 
summer league, current¬ 
ly being played at Colcot 
Sports Hall on 
Wednesday and 

Thursday evenings. 

The teams recently 
held a fundraiser charity 
night at the Billy for 
CEIC Sargent where a 
massive total of £400 
was raised. 

Alongside this was 
another charity night, 
also held and supported 



by The King William IV, 
where a local man, 
Micky, shaved his head 
and successfully raised 
£500 for the Marie Curie 
cancer charity. 

We will be holding 
many more fundraising 
events at the Billy over 


Dinas bowlers 
downed by 
seven shots 


DINAS POWYS 
first side were dis¬ 
appointed that their 
PG1 fixture against 
Ystradfechan was 
postponed last 
Saturday. 

Road and park clo¬ 
sures enabling the 
Olympic Torch to pro¬ 
ceed through Treorchy 
was the cause. Dinas 
second team, however, 
were at home to 
Y stradfechan seconds 
and contested a close 
game. 

The early ends saw 
Dinas losing narrowly 
on three rinks but only 
three shots adrift on 10 
ends. Two rinks up and 
two down on 15 ends 
saw Dinas seven shots 
down. Despite one rink 


falling behind by 22 
shots to nine, the Dinas 
deficit was only eight 
shots. 

This proved too much 
for the Dinas team to 
claw back and the match 
ended with Dinas going 
down by seven shots: 
70-77. 

With two rinks up and 
one drawn, Dinas picked 
up a useful five points 
against a strong 
Ystradfechan side. 

Dinas rink scores: G 
Leach, T Hurcom, N 
Giles, A Jones: 20-20; D 
James, J Cole, B 
Critcher, J Porter: 18- 
16; M Diment, M 
Seaford, D Ireland, M 
Edwards: 22-15; D 
Vowles, G Welch, P 
Marks, C Bates: 10-26. 

AMD 


the coming months, so 
keep your eyes peeled 
for what’s coming up! 

Westend Ladies net- 
ball team now have a 


Facebook page set up, 
and the team’s progress 
during the summer and 
winter league will be 
available. KR 


Rhoose under- 
13s end season 
with big win 

RHOOSE under- 
13s were looking to 
finish the season in 
style against 

Wenvoe and soon 
settled into their 
passing game. 

Jay Coles found him¬ 
self in space and thread¬ 
ed a ball through to Ryan 
Hughes, whose strike 
into the bottom corner 
gave Rhoose the lead. 

Daniel Cope used his 
speed to set up Cameron 
Leach whose calm finish 
increased the lead for 
Rhoose. 

Wenvoe played some 
good attacking football 
and were unlucky not to 
get on the score sheet, 
but keeper Matt 
Cottington was in top 
form and looked impen¬ 
etrable. 

Edward Thomas and 


Patrick O’Carroll 
remained focussed in 
defence and looked to 
push forward at every 
opportunity. 

Josh Brown was solid 
in midfield and after 
winning a challenge, 
released Mitch McCabe, 
who scored with a left 
foot strike. 

Joe Hopkins and 
Jordan Holt worked tire¬ 
lessly and Dylan White 
always looked composed 
on the ball. 

Both Cameron Leach 
and Mitch McCabe 
grabbed their second of 
the game and it was a fit¬ 
ting end when defender 
Harry Morgan-Grant 
was on the end of a 
whipped in cross by Lee 
Bartlett to score 
Rhoose’s final goal of 
the season for a 6-0 vic¬ 
tory. MB 


Young footballers run for team 



RECENTLY, 
Barry Athletic 
Football Club held 
a sponsored fun 
run at their ground 
to raise much-need¬ 
ed funds for the 
under-11s football 
team. 

On a beautiful Sunday 
morning, and with the 
emphasis definitely on 
effort as opposed to fun, 
the team and the three 
coaches attempted to 
complete at least three 
laps of the perimeter of 


the ground. 

Undeterred by the 
challenge that lay ahead, 
all of the boys set off in 
good spirits, buoyed by 
the fact that they were 
going to make mince¬ 
meat out of the coaches. 

The boys exceeded 
expectations by com¬ 
pleting at least four laps, 
with many going on to 
complete six and even 
seven laps, putting the 
coaches to shame (who 
only completed three 
each). 

The perimeter of the 
ground is approximately 


420 metres, and between 
them the team managed 
to cover a total distance 
of 20 miles! One player 
even completed his run 
whilst nursing a broken 
collar bone. 

In total, the players 
raised a magnificent 
£742 with a special men¬ 
tion going to three play¬ 
ers in particular who 
managed to raise over 
£100 each. 

The management 
team would like to 
praise the magnificent 
effort of the players and 
would also like to thank 


everyone; friends, fami¬ 
ly, work colleagues, who 
contributed towards 
sponsoring the boys. 

In particular, thanks 
to the ex-Barry Athletic 
FC senior players and 
management - your con¬ 
tribution was very much 
appreciated. 

The management 
team would also like to 
thank Tony Mulheme of 
(Tema) Penarth 

Industrial Services once 
again for his continual 
support. 

DW 


CARRUTHERS SUCCESS 
FOR CADOXTON BOWLERS 


CADOXTON finished 
their section of the 
Carruthers with a success 
at Sully where three rinks 
came out on top with one 
losing. 

The rink skipped by Howard 
Craven was the unfortunate one 
when they trailed by 10 shots, 
against a rink skipped by Ian 
Patterson, before getting on the 
scoreboard. The remainder of the 
game was more even, by scoring 
13 shots against 15, to lose by 12. 

Jim Davies had Chris Williams 
in opposition and in a close game, 
all the way throughout, the scores 
were tied at 12-12 after 12 ends. 

Sully scored the next single, 
which put them on 13, where they 
stayed for the next four ends 
whilst losing six shots. A recovery 
put them back in front by one 
shot, which was cancelled out 
with three singles to finish. 

Graham Brown had a seeming¬ 
ly difficult task against Brian 
Griffiths, but started with a 6-1 
lead after six ends. Four singles 
reduced the advantage to one. 

The following five ends 
increased this to three, before 
Graham trailed the jack for a ‘six’ 
and a ‘four’, which opened a large 

gap- 

However, Brian came back into 
the game with 10 shots over three 
ends, including a ‘five’. A ‘three’ 
and single finished the game with 
Cadoxton in the ascendancy. 

Don Kuhnell had a mixed start 
against opposing skip Carl Best. 
A four-shot advantage after three 
ends disappeared by the eighth, to 
a deficit of four. 

After four more ends the score 
was 6-12. However, with Don 
having an inspiring afternoon, a 
good run during the next four 
ends produced 11 shots. 

Three singles were dropped but 
two ‘three’s to finish, with the 
other rinks already finished, 
ensured the overall match result 
went in Cadoxton’s favour. 

Scores: L Adams, D Evans, W 
Vaughan, H Craven - 13-25 - A 
Kelly, G Pryer, HL Jones, I 
Patterson; P Ellis, G Solomon, L 


Cundliffe, D Kuhnell - 23-15 - K 
Lewis, D Hotchkiss, J Best, C 
Best; T Bishop, I Dunbar, D 
Brook, G Brown - 24-17 - P 
Neale, C Michael, M Hardy, B 
Griffiths; D Tuck, S Clarke, L 
Davies, J Davies - 21-19 - A 
Rees, G John, D Edwards, C 
Williams. 

Final score: 81-76. 
Cadoxton ‘A’ v Murch - 
SVL 

THE ‘A’ Side also came 
out on top when they host¬ 
ed the re-arranged game 
with Murch in the SVL. 

Gordon Davies’ rink had Ian 
Heppinstall, making his bowls 
debut, as lead, and they were suc¬ 
cessful against Terry Mayor’s 
rink. A 5-3 lead was gained by the 
home side before a ‘four’, ‘one’ 
and ‘three’ further enhanced it. 

They were held for a brief spell 
on 13, whilst the gap was closed 
slightly, before continuing to 
build a comprehensive win. 

In a stop-start match, Roy 
Harding trailed at 0-4, before a 
recovery gained the lead at 9-7. 
The opposition retaliated with 13 
shots, including a ‘six’, to regain 
the advantage. Four singles to fin¬ 
ish was not enough to catch up 
again. 

Graham Garland’s four took a 
9-3 lead after eight ends against 
Derek Davies. The advantage was 
taken away with a ‘four’ and 
‘three’. However, 14 shots were 
scored with just four against in 
the remainder of the game for a 
home success. 

Alex Turner’s rink drew first 
blood against Phil Jenkins’, but 
did not hold the advantage for 
long. Eight shots were conceded 
over the next four ends to build a 
lead that was continually 
increased throughout the game. 

Scores: K Tanner, R Doble, R 
Cole, A Turner - 15-22 - G 
Pearce, D Perkins, B Frampton, 
P Jenkins; I Heppinstall, D 
Fanning, J Stewart, G Davies — 
22-13 - R Hunter, I Roberts, B 
Marsh, T Mayor; G Powell, B 
Knight, M Curtis, R Harding 
13-21 - R Fudge, O May, L 


Morton, G Russell; S Clements, L 
Little, J Sugden, G Garland - 23- 
14 - D Patemen, A Perry, M 
Williams, D Davies. 

Final score: 73-70. 

Cadoxton v B Plastics - 
Munro Cup 

THE Munro Cup game played 
at Cadoxton was a close affair 
against B Plastics, with both 
sides winning on two rinks 
each. Even closer, the scores 
were tied after a recount. 

Graham Brown was on top 
form and had a superb game to 
overcome his opposition, skipped 
by Malcolm Phillips. At the end 
of the game he praised his team, 
including Phil Ellis, who was 
playing in the unaccustomed 
position of third. 

Gordon Davies was the other 
winning skip against Peter 
Oxenham, who included Alan 
Burdge, a past member of the 
Cadoxton Club. This win was 
despite losing a ‘five’ on two 
occasions, but a big ‘seven’ 
almost overcame this. A ‘three’ on 
the final end ensured the victory. 

Don Kuhnell made a bad start 
against Keith Romans when he 
dropped a ‘six’ and ‘five’ on con¬ 
secutive ends early in the game. 
This deficit was never recovered 
to lose by 12 shots. 

Howard Craven skipped the 
other losing rink against Glyn 
Trickett. After leading 6-0, only 
three more singles were added for 
the home side. 

Scores: B Knight, D Evans, P 
Ellis, G Brown - 27-10 - P 
Robbins, D Townsend, C 
Coomber, M Phillips; S Clements, 
D Fanning, R Cole, G Davies - 
23-19 - M Morgan, A Burdge, B 
Buckingham, P Oxenham; J 
Stacey, S Clarke, J Sugden, D 
Kuhnell - 12-24 - C Clay, G 
Prance, W Hogg, K Romans; G 
Powell, G Solomon, J Stewart, H 
Craven - 9-18 - K Agins, D 
Lotus, G Currie, G Trickett. 

Final score: 71-71. 

DK 
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Good day for the 
Llantwit Cavaliers 


ON a sunny but 
blustery day at 
Windmill Lane, 
Ystradgynlais won 
the toss and elected 
to bat, based on the 
weather. 

Ystradgynlais soon 
found themselves in 
trouble at 6 for 2 - no 
batsman seemed to settle 
at the crease and the 
Cavaliers seam attack 
created chances at regu¬ 
lar intervals and soon 
had their opponents at 
52 for 6. 


With Snelson, 

Griffiths, Pickford, 
Cheal and Cousens all 
getting amongst the 
wickets, the visiting 
team struggled to 111 all 
out with Bradley 
Williams top scoring 
with 21. 

Opening pair Julian 
Griffiths and Chris 
Cousens ignored the 
attempted sledging by 
the fielding side and 
took to the chase of runs 
rapidly. 

With the pair scoring 
53 and 56 respectively, 
Llantwit Cavaliers eased 


to a 10-wicket victory. 

KD 

SECONDS 
CRUISE TO 
WIN 

SECOND XI Skipper 
Phil Harris won the 
toss and elected to bat 
on a summer’s day 
made for cricket. 

Phil Harris (14) was 
caught at mid-off with 
the score on 30, thereby 
bringing Phil Vincent 
(68) to the crease; 
together with Ed 
Pickford (79), a partner- 


Cowbridge bowlers 
notch two good wins 


THE sun shone on Cowbridge 
Bowling Club, and the ladies 
had two good wins. 

First, at home, they faced Prince of 
Wales, Porthcawl, in the Rose Bowl, 
winning 43-20 with a good win by 24- 
9 on Joan Bradley’s rink; also Thelma 
Jones, Barbara Slade and captain Pat 
Holdsworth. 

The other rink of Margaret Cooper, 
Diane Lloyd, Sue Flower and skip 
Shirley Wilkinson won 19-11. 

In a friendly match away at 
Pentyrch, they had another good win 
(23-19) - this was only a triples match 
because Pentyrch only have 12 lady 
members. 

Rink scores: Lynda Wilson, 
Dorothy Pritchard and skip Pat Davey 
won 11-10 and Diane Purnell, Phylis 
Price and skip Pat Holdsworth won 


12-9. 

The men played a Munro Cup game 
away to Millwood (again) and did bet¬ 
ter than their match against the same 
opponents from last Saturday, drawing 
the game 63-63. 

The draw was because of a good 
win on skip Byron Richards’ rink by 
22-9; also with Byron were Ron 
Frayling, Rob Lewis and Len Taylor. 

Other rink scores; skip Steve 
Dickens’ rink lost 12-18; Dennis 
Snelling’s rink lost 14-18 and John 
Trott’s rink lost 15-18. 

There is no game this Saturday, so 
the club is having a fun day; with the 
sun shining and 30 members playing, 
it will be a fun day! 

The ladies will also supply a ham 
salad lunch. 

NJW 


ship of 93 was put on 
before Ed was bowled 
by a ball that stayed low. 

Phil was adjudged 
LBW in the last over of 
the innings as the Cavs 
closed on 220 for 6 off 
40 overs, with Pete 
Lansdown still reminisc¬ 
ing about his baseball 
shot earlier in the 
innings. 

Best bowling per¬ 
formance came from M 
Penhuw with 2 for 31. 

M Williams (33 not 
out) and L Owen (20) 
top scored for 
Ystradgynlais as they 
were bowled out for 116. 

Dave Cheal (2 for 
19), 15-year-old Lestyn 
Jones (three wickets), 
13-year-old Sam Palmer 
(1 for 18) and 15-year- 
old Joe Jenkins (1 for 
33), all took wickets in a 
good fielding perform¬ 
ance. 

Jonathan Ball was 
excellent in the field 
with his first game for 
the Cavs in seven years. 

This week, the Cavs 
play Cimla in another 
league double header 
with the 2nd XI playing 
home, any support 
would be greatly appre¬ 
ciated and new members 
are always welcome to 
the club. 

DC 


Lions are the champions! 


LIONS Clubs 
International 
organises the annu¬ 
al Five Nations 
event for boys 
under 14 years of 
age. 

Llantwit Major and 
Cowbridge Lions Club 
sponsored the team who 
were led by their superb 
coaches Phil Clay and 
Russell Baker, who 
organised earlier victo¬ 
ries over Fro me, 
Highworth, Newquay 
and Billingshurst to 
reach the Final at Sutton 
Coldfield FC on 
Saturday May 26 against 
Radcliffe Borough 
Juniors, from 

Manchester. 

For 30 minutes it was 
a close game with 
Radcliffe just edging 
possession; even so 
Llantwit went close to 
scoring on two occasions 
through Kristian Jones 
and Richard Stephens, 



who both hit the bar with 
cracking shots. 

Radcliffe continued to 
pose problems with qual¬ 
ity crosses being deliv¬ 
ered by their left winger. 

However, as the first 
half progressed, Llantwit 
got stronger and just 
before half-time they 
scored two wonderful 
goals, firstly from a back 
heel from Gabriel Oram 
from a seemingly impos¬ 
sible angle, and then 


TIN POT 
MAN WINS 


LLANCARFAN’S 
Evan Williams had 
plenty to smile 
about on the way 
home from 

Fakenham 
Racecourse on 
Sunday. 

His Tin Pot Man 
(Paul Moloney) came 
in at odds of 8-1 and 


40-odd minutes or so 
later, his Plunkett was 
successful at the same 
odds. 

Then, later in the 
afternoon, his Sublime 
Talent bolted home at 
odds of 3-1. Plunkett 
and Sublime Talent 
were both ridden by 
Adam Wedge. 

BRIAN LEE 


Kyle Henderson direct 
from a comer. At half¬ 
time, Llantwit held a 
commanding 2-0 lead 
against very strong oppo¬ 
sition. 

Within 10 minutes of 
the restart, Llantwit 
scored again when the 
dangerous Richard 
Stephens rifled home a 
blistering left footer into 
the corner to give the 
goalkeeper no chance. 

As Radcliffe now had 
no choice but to chase the 
game, Llantwit started to 
open up the opposition 
and created several good 
chances through the 
vibrant front three of 
Gabriel Oram, Will 
Perkins and Richard 
Stephens. 

With support from the 
lightening quick Kristian 
Jones, Kyle Henderson 
and Luke Allison, more 
goals were inevitable. 

Stephens notched 
another two to complete 
his hat trick to make the 
score 5-0, his third was 
something very special 


when he beat six players 
in and around the box 
and rounded the keeper. 

Opposition coaches 
and supporters could 
only applaud such fantas¬ 
tic skill. 

Radcliffe threatened at 
times and to their credit 
kept pressing, but the 
outstanding defensive 
quartet of dominant skip¬ 
per I wan Baker, Matt 
Cassidy, Richard 

Dangerfield and Harvey 
Stockford stood firm to 
keep their precious clean 
sheet. 

Keeper Scott 

McMillan handled well 
in goal, and in the engine 
room, Matthew Clay and 
Ashford Thomas domi¬ 
nated, using the ball 
effectively against a tir¬ 
ing Radcliffe side in the 
blistering heat. 

Kieran Gray and Ryan 
Clarke played important 
roles to provide fresh 
legs to help Llantwit 
Major secure a famous 
victory for the south 
Wales club. DE 


m 
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i A Better service *t a Better price 


MoT’s 

£20 


4 Wheel 
Laser 
Alignment 

from 

£15 


Servicing from. 

Diagnostic from. 

Radio Decodes. 

Service Valets frm. 

Full Valets from . 

Key Programming 

DPF Problems 

ECU Repairs 

Gear Box repairs 

Air Bag Faults 

Brakes and ABS 

All Repair work undertaken 


£69.00 

£39.95 

£14.99 

£ 20.00 

£40.00 



CAR 

REMAPPING 

£179.00 

Save £££s on 
Fuel Economy 
and Increase 
Performance 


Full Car 
Servicing 
from 

£100 
+ VAT 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW 

www.abservicecentre.co.uk 


Tel. 01446 735561 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30 - 5.30 
Saturday 8.30 - 13.00 


All major 
credit 
cards 
accepted 
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‘MONEY DOES NOT BUY STYLE OR TASTE../ 


MOTORING with TIM SAUNDERS 


/ N 



The Rolls-Royce extended wheel base. 


HAT is a 
well-worn 
statement in 
my household, but 
it has often rung 
true - particularly 
as I grew up, notic¬ 
ing nouveau-riche 
parents with their 
red braces (usually 
men) collecting 
peers from the 
school gates in 
their Mercedes. 

“Was it really neces¬ 
sary to flash their 
Filofaxes and mobile 
phones?” I pondered, a 
quarter of a century 
ago. 

Things haven’t 
changed much, although 
Filofaxes seem to have 
been replaced by dread¬ 
ed iPhones. 

Those who appreci¬ 
ate the finer things in 
life, and have sufficient 
funds, have always been 
drawn to Rolls-Royce. 
This historic British 
brand is a byword for 
quality and those who 
are fortunate enough to 
drive one do not need to 
shout about their suc¬ 


cess. 

In fact, more often 
than not they try to keep 
quiet for fear of 
reprisal. As the Ghost 
four-door saloon glides 
past a bus stop one rain- 
drenched bystander 
shakes his disapproval, 
which is unfortunate. 

If he had just consid¬ 
ered what this vehicle 
actually stands for, he 
might have reacted dif¬ 
ferently. The Rolls- 
Royce is a magnificent 
example of what Britain 
can still achieve in 
terms of engineering 
and car production. 

There is no finer car 
on the world’s roads. In 
this day and age where 
most vehicles roll off a 
production line, the 
Rolls-Royce is still 
hand built in Great 
Britain, at Goodwood, 
near Chichester to be 
precise. 

All this heritage and 
craftsmanship realises 
an asking price of just 
over £265,000 for the 
Ghost Extended Wheel 
Base, a drop in the 
ocean to highly success¬ 
ful British, American 
and Chinese business¬ 


men. 

In China, due to 
hugely-inflated taxes on 
luxury imported vehi¬ 
cles, a Ghost EWB is 
reported to cost 
£482,000. Footballer 
David Beckham has 
taken delivery of an all¬ 
black £250,000 standard 
wheelbase version in 
Los Angeles. 

My test takes place at 
a time when there are 
170 storm alerts across 
the UK. As the Ghost 
makes its way along 
Britain’s sodden roads, 
the engine is a mere 
whisper - just like a 
ghost. 

The journey to the 
National Trust’s 
Petworth House in West 
Sussex - to see paint¬ 
ings by Turner and Van 
Dyck - gives the Rolls 
ample opportunity to 
show its mettle. Not 
even continual down¬ 
pours and excess sur¬ 
face water present a 
problem to the larger- 
than-life Roller. 

Travelling - at no 
matter what speed - is 
thoroughly relaxing for 
any passenger. If 
urgency is necessary, 


then a push of the accel¬ 
erator into the deep pile 
blue carpet will effort¬ 
lessly power the 6.6- 
litre VI2 from 0 to 
60mph in 4.8 seconds 
and on to 155mph. 

Driving from A to B 
is a grand occasion in 
the Ghost. Finished in 
Midnight Sapphire with 
a striking contrasting 
silver bonnet it is both 
opulent and elegant. 
Interestingly, the first 
Rolls-Royces had two- 
tone paintwork. 

The extra 170mm 
(the EWB measures 
5,569mm long com¬ 


pared to the 5,399mm 
of the SWB model) pro¬ 
vides rear passengers 
with a massive quantity 
of leg room, making it 
particularly well-suited 
to those over six feet 
tall such as entrepreneur 
Peter Jones. If he hasn’t 
got one already, this 
comes highly recom¬ 
mended. 

The entire cabin is 
spacious, light and airy, 
helped by the cream 
leather upholstery and 
the electric ‘tilt and 
slide’ panorama sun¬ 
roof. 

This modern Rolls 


hasn’t forgotten its roots 
- the traditional design 
has received an injec¬ 
tion of modernity with 
its chunky and purpose¬ 
ful appearance. Both the 
interior and exterior 
hark back to Rolls- 
Royces of old. 

A striking character¬ 
istic is the old fashioned 
gear shift - a gear lever 
is located to the right of 
the steering wheel - 
push this downwards 
for selecting drive mode 
on the eight-speed box 
as well as reverse, neu¬ 
tral and park. 

This certainly helps 
to set the elegant Rolls- 
Royce apart from the 
crowd. Additionally, the 
steering wheel harks 
back to classic cars - 
reminding me of my 
late grandfather’s 50 
year-old Rover 75, 
which I drove a few 
times. 

Just like that fine car, 
there is an abundance of 
chrome, wood and 
leather but with the 
addition of satellite nav¬ 
igation and heated front 
and rear seats. The front 
centre armrest and the 
door inserts mirror the 


Midnight Sapphire of 
the exterior. 

On start-up, a wood¬ 
en cover on the dash 
retracts to reveal an 
information panel, 
which displays among 
other things the vehicle 
status highlighting any 
issues such as when a 
service is due. 

When the Rolls is 
unlocked the magnifi¬ 
cent Spirit of Ecstasy 
automatically rises. It 
retracts when the car is 
locked. This can be 
operated from inside the 
vehicle, too. Also 
referred to as Emily, 
Silver Lady or Flying 
Lady, this work of art 
was designed by 
Charles Sykes. 

The result of a secret 
passion between John 
Walter Edward 
Douglas-Scott- 
Montagu, (second Lord 
Montagu of Beaulieu 
after 1905, a pioneer of 
the automobile move¬ 
ment, and editor of The 
Car Illustrated magazine 
from 1902), John’s sec¬ 
retary Eleanor Thornton 
is the model for the 
emblem. 

The push of a button 


sees the heavy rear 
doors close under their 
own steam. Rear occu¬ 
pants are treated to 
highly polished wooden 
picnic tables and multi- 
media screens, controls 
for which are mounted 
on the rear armrest. The 
boot automatically 
opens and closes, also 
at the push of a button. 

Safety is paramount 
and its sophisticated 
cruise control intelli¬ 
gently keeps the Rolls 
at a safe distance behind 
the car in front. It also 
accelerates and brakes. 

All in all, the Rolls- 
Royce Ghost Extended 
Wheel Base is as you 
would expect from a 
vehicle costing in 
excess of quarter of a 
million pounds. It is a 
splendid achievement to 
both build and own. 

Rolls Royce Ghost 
extended wheel base: 

New price: £265,408 
OTR. 

Top speed: 155mph. 

0-60mph: 4.8secs. 

Economy: circa 
20 mpg. 

Road tax: £1,000. 

Cost to fill up: £120 
a tank. 



Back to back wins 
see the Cowbridge 
Seconds move top 


Mumbles crumble as Barry’s 
Buckland shines in the sun 


DUE to early season 
scheduling prob¬ 
lems Cowbridge 
2nd XI faced not 
only the usual 
league fixture on a 
Saturday, but also a 
further game on the 
Sunday. 

First off, Cowbridge 
entertained Briton Ferry 
Steel; a side who had 
been relegated from the 
first division the previous 
season. 

Captain Jonty Webb 
lost the toss and 
Cowbridge were invited 
to bat. Both Chris Ross 
and Jonty Webb got off to 
a good start, running well 
between the wickets and 
finding the boundary on 
occasions. 

Chris was unluckily 
bowled for 23, but the 
score continued to rise 
with Richard Finnucane 
giving good support to 
the captain. 

Unfortunately, both 
Jonty Webb (41) and 


Richard (29) went in 
quick succession, which 
left Cowbridge at risk of 
not being able to post a 
competitive total. 

However, the 

Rowland partnership of 
Sean and Nick batted 
sensibly and managed to 
push Cowbridge to a 
total of 160 off 50 overs. 

Briton Ferry got off to 
a good start with their 
innings and the score 
rose steadily. Despite one 
wicket for Umar Rafique, 
Briton Ferry reached 85 
off 25 overs and were 
seemingly on course to 
secure victory. 

A change was needed 
and with the introduction 
of Matthew Keating the 
tide of the match altered 
significantly. 

The Briton Ferry bats¬ 
men were simply unable 
to counter Matthew’s 
accuracy and spin. 
Wickets began to tumble 
and with Ian Evans (3 for 
7) providing support at 
the other end Briton 


Ferry started to teeter on 
the brink of defeat. 

Despite this, 

Cowbridge were unable 
to take the final wicket 
with Briton Ferry finish¬ 
ing on 140 for 9 off their 
50 overs. 

This was a terrific 
fight back by Cowbridge 
with Matthew Keating 
bowling superbly to fin¬ 
ish with figures of 5 for 
33. 

From this result 
Cowbridge knew that if 
they beat Gorseinon on 
Sunday then they would 
be top of the league. 

The Gorseinon match 
was not nearly as excit¬ 
ing as the Briton Ferry 
game, with Cowbridge 
totally dominating the 
visiting Swansea side. 

They were simply too 
strong as Gorseinon 
limped to only 118 off 
their 50 overs. 

This total was then 
reached by Cowbridge 
off 30 overs with only the 
loss of three wickets - 
Chris Ross making a 
well-made 41. 

This comprehensive 
victory for Cowbridge 
meant that they now sit 
eight points ahead of the 
second-place side with 
hopes of maintaining this 
position for the rest of the 
season. JW 


BARRY Athletic 
CC 1st XI celebrat¬ 
ed one of its most 
successful week¬ 
ends with victory 
over former 

Division One outfit 
Croesyceiliog CC in 
their first league 
match of the sea¬ 
son, following this 
up with a very 
impressive win 
against current 
Premier League 
leaders Mumbles 
CC in the Welsh 
Cup. 

On Saturday, the 1st 
XI took to the field 
against Croesyceiliog 
with captain Nathan 
Baker winning the toss 
on a hard looking wicket 
- choosing to bat first. 

Gavin White (26) and 
Nathan Baker (45) 
opened the innings for 
Barry and produced 
some excellent scoring 
shots to get them off to a 
superb start. 

Having looked good 
for the first 15 overs, 
Barry quickly found 
themselves at 64-2 hav¬ 
ing lost both White and 
Pro vis very cheaply to 


poor shot selection. 
Rhett Jones (22) and 
Baker settled the ship 
and put on a partnership 
of 52 before both fell 
victims to poor shot 
selection off Kear and 
Miles respectively, 
which left Barry on 116- 
4 after 29 overs. 

This brought Ian 
Gadd to the crease and 
with his guile and deter¬ 
mination he dug deep 
and produced a magnifi¬ 
cent innings to get Barry 
into a very strong posi¬ 
tion after 50 overs. 

With contributions off 
A Baker (13) and Paul 
Murphy (24), Gadd fin¬ 
ished on 63 not out and 
Barry closed the innings 
on 230-7. Selected fig¬ 
ures for Croesyceiliog 
were T Kear (10-2-27-2) 
and C Miles (10-0-34- 
1 ). 

Looking to take quick 
early wickets, Barry 
raced through the first 
20 overs in no time at all 
and Croesyceiliog found 
themselves on 43-2. 

John Gee was at his 
usual best returning fig¬ 
ures of 10-4-16-1, which 
put Barry in an incredi¬ 
bly strong position com¬ 
ing up to the half-way 
point of the innings. 

Peter Hellyar was still 
doing his bit for Barry 
Athletic and returned 
impressive figures of 
10-3-21-1 to leave the 
opposition on 81-4 after 
30 overs. 

Some resistance came 
from C Miles (46) and 
13-year-old W Davey 
(31), who put on a fifth 
wicket partnership of 63, 
to leave them on 142-6 
off 40 overs. 

A superb catch from 
Gavin White brought the 


end of Miles’ innings off 
the bowling of Paul 
Murphy. Steve Jones 
was entered back into 
the attack to go in search 
of the last few wickets as 
bonus points became 
essential at that stage. 

Jones took the wicket 
of Davey with a sharp 
catch off Baker behind 
the stumps, but full 
bonus points evaded 
Barry as Croesyceiliog 
ended up on 178-8 at the 
close, leaving Barry 
with a 52-run win and 19 
points. Steve Jones 
returned with figures of 
8-1-32-3. 

On Sunday, there 
were two changes made 
to the starting XI with 
Scott Malpas and 
Andrew Buckland being 
brought in. Again, 
Nathan Baker won the 
toss and elected to bat 
against the Premier 
League opposition. 

Barry got off to the 
worst possible start 
when they lost Gavin 
White in the second over 
to a sharp stumping 
down the leg side off the 
bowling of Griffiths. 
Nathan Baker (20) 
played some excellent 
cricket shots to kick start 
the innings but fell again 
to the bowling of 
Griffiths to leave Barry 
at 27-2 off six overs. 

Stephen Provis (45) 
and Rhett Jones (28) 
continued to play 
aggressively and quickly 
put on a 70-run partner¬ 
ship before both wickets 
fell cheaply to the bowl¬ 
ing of Brown in the 
space of three overs. 

Four quick wickets 
fell in the space of six 
overs and Barry found 
themselves struggling 


on 116-8 off 28 overs. 

Steve Jones joined 
Andrew Buckland at the 
crease and started to 
consolidate the Barry 
innings and went about 
ticking the run rate over. 
They put on 38 for the 
ninth wicket and took 
Barry into a comfortable 
position after 35 overs. 

Buckland scored a 
magnificent 91 not out 
and really staked a claim 
for a regular first team 
place. Gee and Buckland 
put on 80 runs in the last 
10 overs and put Barry 
into a formidable posi¬ 
tion at the close (234-9). 

Barry went in search 
of some quick early 
wickets and they got 
their reward in the sec¬ 
ond over when Steve 
Jones picked up the 
wicket of Seaton to 
leave the hosts 3-1. 

A Griffiths produced 
some powerful stroke 
play to hit a quick fire 56 
but fell victim to Gavin 


White as he returned 
superb figures of 9-1- 
29-3 to reduce the visi¬ 
tors to 98-5 off 24 overs. 

The game was falling 
more and more into 
Barry’s hands and when 
Paul Murphy took the 
wicket of Phillips, 
Mumbles’ innings start¬ 
ed to collapse and a cer¬ 
tain victory became 
closer. Stephen Provis 
returned with figures of 
9-0-27-3 to mop up the 
tail and a terrific victory 
was complete. 

On Sunday, the 3rd 
XI, under the captaincy 
of Andy Ellis, took to 
the field for the first time 
this season away against 
local rivals Llantwit 
Major with 10 players 
due to the unavailability 
of several players due to 
Welsh Cup call-ups and 
school/college exams. 

Despite the disadvan¬ 
tage, they saw a narrow 
victory home. 



COWBRIDGF CAR BUYER 

Will Bay Any Car, 

Has* fa* 

Sax?* I*N, of m IIihv pnvjrtt'ls 
Top prnr*. paid u^h 

MYLES BROWNING 
07769008517 


SP 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 



Fui Ml Of) our 

www.wlckvanhlre.co.uk 
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new broad street motors 

Now on Cardiff Road - Tel 01446 720044 




Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars. Great Service, Great People to deal with! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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PERM0VE0 08000337807 

EURO SPECIALISTS “- 1 


f « c c p h o « t 5 & 10 Woodham Road 

08000337807 Barry Docks CFB3 4JE 

Monday to Friday 830 to 1800 01M ° I t 

Saturday 930 to 1430 wvmpcrmwwiJtdjik 




Its not the way you’re used to. 
toj having yourcarservredl 

SIMi 


fflWI 




Tre LOTesc O RT^AM WVed Independent BMW/ 

Muffin - ^ 

Customers choose us because we provide a very different experience to what you might consider 
the garage norm. Our aim is to deliver a competitive dealer alternative, no half-truths just the 
simple honest facts. Imagine a garage that wants to know your name, a garage that delivers a 
professional experience, employs staff of the highest calibre, can take the time to discuss the 
problem you're having with your vehicle, talk to you in a manner you can wderstand and above 
all treat you with respect without being condescending. Then you're Imagining us! 

Main dealers and other garages use our services because we're able to offer in-depth diagnostic 
services beyond what they can do in-house. Our electronics testing and ecu lab sets us apart from 
nearly everyone else. Quite simply we're able to offer you the very best in diagnostics and deliver 
cutting edge services that most other garages cannotWith the skills and the technical abilities to 
service and maintain everything from 40 year old Jaguars, cutting edge Porsche's to the latest 
BMW models we really are the affortable dealer alternative. 

The truth is we specialise in vehicle diagnostics and maintenance. Our staff are not jacks of all 
trades: for example the panel beater only does panel beating; and the valeter does the car 
washing neither does diagnostics vrtiich they would have no knowledge of. 


Our customers include local and national 
IMiMlB including Ferrari, Ford, 
Citroen, Jaguar, Mercedes and South Wales’ 
largest Used Car Supermarkets! 


MJTOMOTIWI 

TECHNICIAN 

ACCREDITATION 


Fully OFT Approved Garage & Trained Technicians 
Complete Manufacturer Specification Service Chock 

Upto4uG (Jpcfcs prrtrTH) totia50xol PomoaQ itaiJiz, 
w*dcrfi trfw a<jkx tficttrap bj pm wnoce! Ou smites nutyjrttt* 
mth yosfll fill ft fan wart totter your ear than try «! 

Full AirCon Check & Gas Top-M 

AJrCon Antibacterial Sendee • Removes Odors 

High Quality 01 & Quality Parts 

Asrisr*#^lor Wool rVvdrr P<rtM«4r'MtMl i. CmM vMaft Wrifcat 

oJ comm by ttof' fins cr sW 

FuM Advanced Main Ooalor Diagnostic _ 

'At Uac Porcctr, B.M W Moaste L Jaguar rruutxlim tcousKs on sic. 
'Afctolrr^wi.jr jrtmTwi**: W* oUsourodctneUa toattynugf 
ttrml (kr DLattoyk.a/at»irn itirirs Wmi Drafcn,.wl tit UKv 

Ur^rl or arrrTTBhgS! NO 01MD PMKMKMT CJW MATCH THAT! 

Car or Drop Off & Collection 


dtoOtofew- 

Fu« Valet - Including Full Wu Treatment 

Laser Wheel Alignment A Tracking 

Free Fluid Checks including Topups for 12 months 

A to at sank* your prticr pauGM pop bmf.rr* tofitt itratlWkl 
Orck mt hf ftol top ufx Incton qih> tormiwdy toHreeee etc — 


r - 

Alloy Wheel Refurbishmerr 

Adi about our new aloy wheel service. 
OepmdngonfnBhand condition 


(Prices from £30 per wheel J 

■sV ♦ 



Wes employ ATA registered technicians 

toil know you’re OK with ATA 


>/ 

MOTOR INDUSTRY 
CODE OF PRACTICE 

OFT 

Service and Repair 

Apprnvwd code 


n/ Servicing 
V Dealer Diagnostics 
\/ ECU Repairs 
\/ MOT Testing 
\/ DPF Problems 
\/ Brakes &ABS 
s/ Transmission Servicing 
s/ Air-Con Repairs 
\/ Engine & Medianical 
\/ Keys & Key Repairs 
s/ Warranty Claims 
%/ Tyres &Tyre Repairs 
\/ Laser Wheel Alignment 
•*/ Performance Tuning 
s/ Body & Accident Repairs 
vy Alloy Wheel Refuits 
n/ H igh Qual ity Valeting 
s/ Injector Servicing 
%/ Former Dealer Staff 

/ Free Courtesy Car or 
Collection & Drop Off 
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10 AUDI A5 2.0 TDi S-Line 
Convertible 

n white with black leather. 4-seater diesel 

£24,995 


05 VAUXHALL Tigra 
1.3 CDTi Sport 

Ice Blue, 65,000 Mile Diesel Convertible 

£4,995 


56 BMW 330 DSE 3.0 Coupe 


Cream leather, Montego blue, 
1 owner 

£9,995 



05 TOYOTA Celica 
1.8 Premium 

In black, with black leather, 2 owners 

£4,995 



03 PORSCHE Cayenne 
4.5S Auto 

In silver/black leather, 43,000 miles 

£14,995 



55 RENAULT Clio 1.6 
Dynamique S 

In burnt orange, air con, 59,000 miles 

£3,995 



06 JAGUAR XK 
(New model) 

Black with cream leather, 50,000 miles 

£19,995 

All cars 

Just a small 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4x4 


10 AUDI A5 2.0 TDi S-Line Convertible in white with 
black leather, superb 4-seater diesel A5 . . .£24,995 
06 JAGUAR XK (new model) Black with cream leather, 

50,000 miles.£19,995 

09 AUDITT 2.0 TDi Quattro in white with black leather, 

25,000 mile diesel at.£18,995 

03 PORSCHE Cayenne 4.5S Auto. Silver/black 

leather, 43,000 miles, sat nav, 22” alloys . . .£14,995 
07 BMW 120D M-Sport. Met black with cream, 64,000 

mile diesel at.£12,495 

08 VW Golf 2.0 Diesel GTi Sport TDi Auto 5-dr. In 

black, 64,000 miles, superb diesel at.£9,995 

08 NISSAN Qashqui Tekna 2.0 Auto. In met blue with 
black leather, heated seats, panoramic roof, sat nav, 
sat nav, rear reversing camera, bluetooth . . .£7,995 
07 VW Golf 2.0TDi (170) 5-dr. In black, 50,000 mile 

diesel at .£8,995 

05 MITSUBISHI Warrior LWB Double Cab Pick-Up. 

Diesel, black, lockable galvanised load cover £5,995 
04 MERCEDES C200 Kompressor Avantgarde Auto. 

In black with leather, 67,000 miles, 1 owner .£5,995 
04 NISSAN X-Trail 2.2 DCi SR 6-Spd. In bright met 

blue, 75,000 miles, diesel 4x4.£5,995 

54 MERCEDES 220 CDi Avantgarde Estate Auto in 

black with black leather.£4,995 

02 AUDI TT (180). In red with black leather, 87,000 

miles, superb example .£5,495 

05 TOYOTA Celica 1.8 Premium In black with black 

leather, 78,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,995 

05 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.3 CDTi Sport. In ice blue, 

65,000 mile diesel convertible.£4,995 

03 MINI Cooper Automatic. In velvet red with black roof, 

chilli pack, 70,000 miles.£4,995 

51 MERCEDES SLK 200 Auto. In silver with black 

leather, 56,000 mile convertible at.£4,995 

01 MERCEDES ML 430 Auto. In silver with black 
leather, 68,000 miles, LPG gas conversion . .£4,495 
56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 SRi Coupe. In black, 63,000 

miles.£4,995 

04 LAND ROVER Freelander 1.8 XEi 5-dr. In silver, 

63,000 miles, 4x4 at .£4,695 

53 SMART Convertible Passion Auto. Met blue/silver, 
limited edition model.£3,295 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL & FAMILY CARS 


57 FORD Fiesta Zetec S 1.6TDCi 3-Dr. In black, FSH, 

44,000 miles, £30 road tax .£6,295 

58 SEAT Ibiza 1.2S 3-dr in red, 24,000 miles with a/c, 

alloys.£5,995 

55 TOYOTA Corolla CLR 2.0 Diesel 5-dr. In platinum 
metallic, 62,000 miles .£5,995 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Climate 5-dr. In met apple 
green, 32,000 miles.£5,695 


07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 
SXi 3-door 

Silver, full body kit, 80,000 miles 

£4,995 

58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Active Auto 3-dr in black, 

48,000 miles with a/c, etc .£5,495 

07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 3-dr. In black, 63,000 
miles, air con.£4,995 

59 CHEVROLET Aveo 12LS 5-dr. In silver, 21,000 mile 

hatch at.£4,995 

56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi In silver lightning, 55,000 

miles, stylish coupe at.£4,995 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 71,000 
miles, fantastic value at.£4,995 

57 SKODA Fabia 2 1.4 5-dr. In black, 60,000 miles 

with air con, cd, alloys.£4,795 

07 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-Dr. In met purple, 

37,000 mile local car at .£4,695 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Dynamique (new shape) 3-dr. 

In black, 75,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,495 

55 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDi Elite 120 5-Dr. In met 
blue with black leather, 62,000 miles, diesel .£4,495 
05 FORD C-Max 2.0 Diesel Zetec. In black, 66,000 

miles, air con, alloys, CD etc.£4,495 

06 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Privilege 5-dr. In red, 44,000 

miles, high specification.£4,495 

06 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate 5-dr. In met silver, 

alloys, air con etc.£4,495 

55 PEUGEOT 307 1.6 SE 5-dr in electric blue, 58,000 
mile family hatch.£3,995 

54 MAZDA 6 2.0 Diesel TS2 Estate. In silver, 80,000 

miles, 2 owners.£3,995 

55 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique 5-Dr Auto. In 

silver, 42,000 miles, excellent example .£3,695 

04 TOYOTA Avensis 1.8T3 S 5-Dr. In met grey, 71,000 

miles with air con, alloys, CD.£3,695 

55 FORD Focus1.6LX Auto 5-dr. In blue, fantastic 

value new shape Focus at.£3,495 

53 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 5-dr. In platinum, 34,000 

miles, very desirable at.£3,295 

07 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6SX 5-dr. In silver, 43,000 

miles, FSH .£3,295 

03 MERCEDES A140 Classic. In met blue, 64,000 

miles, fantastic value.£2,995 

03 SMART City Pulse Auto. In black, low running 
costs + £30 road tax.£2,995 

52 SMART City Pulse Auto. In red/black, 64,000 miles 

with pan-roof, air con.£2,995 

51 SMART Passion 600 Auto (Left Hand Drive). 

In red/silver, 52,000 miles .£2,495 

01 HONDA Stream Se Sport 7-seater in light met 
green, 85,000 mile estate at .£2,495 

53 VAUXHALL Astra 1.4 LS 5-Dr. In met blue, 73,984 

miles with air con .£2,195 

01 MAZDA Premacy 1.8 Atlantis. In met-blue, 43,000 
mile, local MPV .£1,995 


03 SMART City Pulse Auto 


in black, low running costs 
+ £30 road tax 


£2,995 



05 SKODA Fabia 1.2 5-dr 

In silver, 60,000 miles 

£3,495 





04 NISSAN X-Trail 2.2 
DCi SR 6-Spd 

In bright met blue, 75,000 miles 

£5,995 



58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 
Zetec Climate 5-Dr 

In Met Apple Green, 
32,066 Miles 

£5,695 



R3C 


supplied with new MoT and 6 months RAC warranty. 

I selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 
1.5 CZT 3-dr. 

Pearl black. 1 owner, 42,295 miles 

£4,995 


R3C 

WARRANTIES 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • All CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • All MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 



MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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A QUESTION THE WRU REVIEW NEEDS TO ASK... 


Are the four Welsh regions 
providing value for money? 


A S the curtain slowly descends on an 

eventful season of curiously mixed for¬ 
tunes for the enigma that is Welsh rugby, 
the slightly unreal focus shifts to the Millennium 
Stadium in Cardiff for Saturday’s visit by the 
Barbarians, the ‘Red Arrows’ display team of 
world rugby. 

Leaving aside the debatable question of whether the fix¬ 
ture should really rank as a capped international - against 
what is, after all, a disparate group of players cobbled 
together to form the world’s most famous invitation side - it 
does at least give an extra opportunity for players who are 
not quite on the frontline grid to impress the Wales manage¬ 
ment in a competititive environment. 

If only as an incentive, therefore, the rationale behind the 
WRU’s decision to award Welsh caps (unlike England who 
hammered the Barbarians 57-26 on Sunday) has some merit 
- and surely no-one will begrudge that peerless Welsh ser¬ 
vant, Martyn Williams, his last chance to join the exclusive 
rugby centenarians’ club? 

Either way, the match will play no real part in the think¬ 
ing of the Wales camp, which will soon have bigger fish to 
fry with a daunting three-test tour of Australia coming up 
next month. 

Under head coach Warren Gatland, the season has seen 
the squad continue its steady progression towards the stated 
goal of long-term consistency, having followed up last 
autumn’s widely-acclaimed World Cup exploits with a third 
Grand Slam in the space of seven years. 

Inexplicably, though, this progress has certainly not been 
mirrored in the inconsistent performances of the next tier 
down - the four Welsh regions. After almost a decade since 
controversially taking over the mantle of the old top class 
clubs with the over-hasty introduction of professionalism, 
they still blow hot and cold, and have singularly failed to 
make much of an impact in Europe. In fairness, the 
Ospreys on Sunday went some way to restoring a vestige of 


BACK PAGE COMMENT 

by Don John 

Welsh pride with their stupendous 31-30 victory over cham¬ 
pions Leinster in the RaboDirect Prol2 league final. 

However, this has to be viewed in the context of the four 
Welsh regions’ lacklustre record overall in Europe compared 
with their Irish counterparts, who regularly reach the final 
of the Heineken Cup, and this year totally monopolised it in 
Leinster‘s stirring showdown with Ulster at Twickenham. 

Leinster may have been deprived of a notable ‘double’, 
last weekend, but the fact remains that they have now won 
the coveted Heineken trophy three times in four years. 
Munster have also won twice, and Ulster once. (Ironically, 
this success has not been mirrored in the performance of 
their national team!) 

A clutch of French and English clubs, too, usually have lit¬ 
tle problem in stepping up a gear to meet the bigger interna¬ 
tional challenge. 

The well-ventilated problems on and off the field that 
afflict cash-strapped Welsh regions in competition with more 
affluent rivals in a professional era, are undoubtedly real 
and complex, hence the WRU’s decision to conduct a thor¬ 
ough review of the regions’ financial structure. 

However, the Irish have surely proved that funding issues 
alone cannot explain why our Welsh regions continually fail 
to make an impact, not only in Europe, but among their own 
regional fan base - as evidenced by the all too frequent sight 
of half empty stadiums, even on the big set-piece occasions. 

Sadly, this situation will undoubtedly continue until all 
four finally grasp the true meaning of regional rugby, dis¬ 
dain divisive cries like ‘ Cardiff! Cardiff V and ‘ Newport! 
Newport’ that still ring out from the terraces - and genuine¬ 
ly shoulder the responsibility that comes with WRU cash, to 
be truly inclusive of the wider region they claim to repre¬ 
sent. 

Only then can they start the task of wooing back the wide¬ 


spread legions of alienated fans who presently do not ‘con¬ 
nect’ with them - and despair of seeing the kind of exciting, 
winning rugby regularly served up by the Irish regions and 
others to packed stadiums of the faithful. 

If they cannot or will not do so, serious consideration 
should surely be given, even at this late stage, to redefining 
the geography of the Welsh regions - perhaps (dare I say it?) 
through amalgamation - if a fifth region is still deemed 
impractical. 

It could also be a timely opportunity to correct the critical 
error made when the regions were first divided up and that 
fervent rugby hotbed, the Valleys, was effectively disenfran¬ 
chised. 

Resentment still smoulders over the premature demise of 
potentially the strongest (and arguably the most passionately 
committed) region of them all, the Celtic Warriors. 

It should certainly be something for the WRU to ponder in 
any close-season talks over regional funding, as it seeks an 
answer to the starkly-yawning gulf between the on-field per¬ 
formance of the national squad and the regions, whose play¬ 
ers are pretty much one and the same! 

After all, he who pays the piper calls the tune and as keeper of 
the game’s purse, the WRU has a clear duty to ask the question 
that is on many people’s lips: are the Welsh regions providing 
full value for money? 

What do GEM readers think? Can the present four regions 
get their act together? 

WALES TEAM v BARBARIANS 
Liam Williams (Scarlets); Harry Robinson (Blues), Andrew 
Bishop (Ospreys), James Hook (Perpignan), Aled Brew 
(Dragons); Dan Biggar (Ospreys), Lloyd Williams (Blues); 

Rhys Gill (Saracens), Matthew Rees (Scarlets) captain, Rhodri 
Jones (Scarlets), Alun Wyn Jones (Ospreys), Ian Evans 
(Ospreys), Josh Turnbull (Scarlets), Justin Tipuric (Ospreys), 
Ryan Jones (Ospreys). Replacements: Richard Hibbard 
(Ospreys), Paul James (Ospreys), Aaron Shingler (Scarlets), 
Martyn Williams (Blues), Rhys Webb (Ospreys), Adam Warren 
(Scarlets), Will Harries (Dragons). 


BLUE BULLS EXORCISE 
THEIR DEMONS IN STYLE 


BRIDGEND Blue Bulls claimed their 
biggest-ever win over Cardiff Demons, 
scoring 13 tries in the Porthcawl sun for a 
72-10 victory. 

Bridgend had a good mix of youth and expe- 
rience in the side and despite never giving up 
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and fighting until the end, Cardiff could not 
match their power and pace. 

The Demons started the better and two long 
runs from loose forward Josh Rogerson 
almost lead to the opening try. 

Then, a great Idris Evans break was ended 
by a crunching Dan Shore tackle. 

But despite early pressure they couldn’t 
score and were punished when Lloyd Ryland 
broke free for a great solo try and Gareth 
Howells added the extra two for a 6-0 lead. 

Moments later the lead was doubled when a 
Gareth David break sent Jonathon Humphrey 
over before Jamie Lorimer claimed try num¬ 
ber three, Howells added both kicks for an 18- 
0 lead. 

The Demons hit back through player coach 
Idris Evans but in the final 10 minutes of the 
half the Bulls ran in three more scores through 
Gareth David, Lee Smith and Kieron Moore 
for a 30-4 half time lead. 

Within a minute of the second half, Ken 
Dowding handed off two tacklers to score 
under the posts before good play from Gethin 
Davies sent his fellow debutant, 17-year-old 
Lewis Donnelly over in the corner, Howells 
converting both. 

The Demons then claimed a second 
deserved try from Liam Carey with Idris 
Evans converting, but the Bulls continued to 
dominate. 

Dan Smith scored a great solo try before 
Dowding again went on the charge before 
offloading to Humphrey, who raced over for 
his second of the game. Howells again added 
the kicks. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 29) 




AT the recent 
Bridgend Athletic 
RFC presidents 
lunch, held in the 
newly-refurbished 
Athletic function 
room, BARFC presi¬ 
dent Wayne Griffiths 
presented the current 
Athletic jersey to Mr 
Graham Hill and Mr 
Steve Cottingham, 
directors of long term 
sponsors Kingfisher 
Development (Wales) 
Ltd. Also featured in 
the photograph 
(above) is club patron 


Mr Gareth Davies 
who originally set up 
the sponsorship. 

A superb four-course 
lunch was provided by 
new Athletic stewardess 
and caterer Jan Jenkins. 
Phil Steele hosted the 
event and ran a success¬ 
ful auction while former 
Athletic players and cur¬ 
rent Ospreys, Rhys 
Webb and Scott 
Baldwin, took part in a 
very interesting question 
and answer session. 

AB 


Phoenix awards 



ABOVE: Natalie O’Shea received the players’ 
player and player of season awards at 
Pencoed Phoenix’s presentation evening. 
SEE THE FULL REPORT ON PAGE 29. 





































GLAMORGAN GEM SPORTS EXTRA 


Vale Schools win the 
DC Thomas cup final! 


CENTURIONS M AKE 
SWALEC PROGRESS 


LAST Saturday at 
the Millennium 
Stadium saw the 
Vale District 
Schools take on 
Pontypool District 
Schools in what 
turned out to be an 
excellent display of 
rugby. 

Conditions were per¬ 
fect, sunshine filled the 
stadium and the Vale 
Schools, in their new 
commemorative strip, 
looked sharp as they 
kicked off at the start of 
the game. 

Captain Tomos Jac 
with Jack Little, Ellis 
Smith and Cai Lloyd did 
some great work in 
recovering the ball for 
Ruben Williams to burst 
through and with the 
help of Iestyn Fenn, 
Luke Connor and Ben 
Jones almost drove over 
in the corner in the first 
few seconds of the 
game. 

Great Pontypool 
defence secured the ball 
which resulted in a kick 
downfield only for Iwan 
Hadfield to gather and 
set up an attack with 
Aron Arthur and Barney 
Langton showing excel¬ 
lent pace to set up anoth¬ 


er try scoring opportuni¬ 
ty- 

These frenetic few 
minutes settled with the 
Vale on top but 
Pontypool, who were 
considered favourites by 
some before the game, 
kept the ball tight with 
some driving mauls and 
broke into the Vale’s 22. 
Against the run of play 
Pooler forwards showed 
their strength and drove 
over near the corner to 
open the scoring with an 
unconverted try. 

From the kick off 
Pontypool began to 
show some form and 
recovered well and 
drove into the heart of 
the Vale defensive line. 
Crunching tackles from 
Iwan Hadfield, Aron 
Arthur, Evan Thomas, 
Barney Langton and 
Jamie Howells showed 
there was no way 
through. 

With the Vale for¬ 
wards now gaining the 
ball at the breakdown 
and with loan Williams 
snipping around the 
fringes the Vale were on 
the attack again. 

Mikey Bosley 

switched play across the 
field and with great 
offloading the Vale 
broke into the defending 


sides 22. From a result¬ 
ing breakdown Tomas 
Jac and Ben Jones fed 
Ruben Williams who 
this time took several 
defenders over the try 
line with him for the 
Vales first score, con¬ 
verted by loan Williams. 

The Vale went into 
the half 7-5 ahead. 

Evan Thomas at fly 
half was now orchestrat¬ 
ing matters and one such 
move resulted in Barney 
Langton crashing 
through tackles and pop¬ 
ping the ball off to 
Mikey Bosley, who had 
drifted into midfield. He 
then cut inside the drift¬ 
ing defence and, tackled, 
off loaded to supporting 
player Evan Thomas 
who ran in to double the 
Vale’s try count. 

loan Williams, on top 
kicking form, slotted 
another difficult conver¬ 
sion to increase their 
lead to 14-5. 

The Gwent side 
kicked long from the 
restart. Desperate to turn 
the game in their favour 
they threw everything 
into attack. Courageous 
defence by Jamie 
Howells and Ben Jones 
held up an early try scor¬ 
ing opportunity. 

Pontypool began to 


put on the pressure but 
from a resulting scrum 
just outside the Vale’s 5 
meter line Evan Thomas 
kicked out of defence. 
Mikey Bosley raced up 
and put pressure on the 
opposing winger who 
fumbled the ball and 
with a great pick up he 
sprinted into the Pooler 
half and evaded the fast 
approaching cover 
defence, to finish a 70 
meter run to score under 
the posts. 

With victory in their 
sights and only minutes 
to go and in control, sub¬ 
stitutes Will Parsons, 
Jack Dixon and Lewis 
Hawk continued some 
fine ball handling to 
close off the game, or so 
we thought. 

Pontypool were play¬ 
ing to different scrip and 
began some powerful 
attacks. Lewis Bumford 
and Ben Batten scup¬ 
pered one sniping break 
for the Pooler scrum 
half. Substitutes James 
Rees and Dan Hicks put 
in some text book tack¬ 
les as soon as they ran 
on to the pitch. 

However Pontypool 
forwards were rampag¬ 
ing and went over. With 
a converted try they nar¬ 
rowed the score. 


Dramatically straight 
from the restart with sec¬ 
onds left of the game 
they again powered their 
way over under the 
posts, converted and 
brought the scores to 21- 
19. 

Unfortunately it was 
all too late for them as 
the referee indicated last 
play at the kick off and 
the ball went out of play 
from a Pontypool hand 
to the delight of the Vale 
team. What an incredi¬ 
ble finish to a remark¬ 
able game of quality 
rugby. Congratulations 
to all players showing 
commitment and skills 
beyond their years. 

This is a great reward 
for all the coaches and 
officials of the Vale dis¬ 
trict who have worked 
hard throughout the sea¬ 
son; big thanks from all 
the parents for a great 
day that will stay in the 
memories forever. 

Squad: Ellis Smith, 
Cai Lloyd, Jack Little, 
Luke Connor, Iestyn 
Fenn, Ben Jones, Tomos 
Jac (captain), Rueben 
Williams, loan Williams, 
Evan Thomas, Mike 
Bosley, Barney Langton, 
Aron Arthur, Jamie 
Howells, Iwan Hadfield, 
Will Parsons, Jack 
Dixon, Lewis Hawk, 
James Rees, Dan Hicks, 
Lewis Bumford, Ben 
Batten. 

Coaches: Mr Duncan 
Motram, Mr Ty Golding, 
Mr Paul Smith, Mr Mark 
Middlemiss, Mr Tim 
Edwards; secretary Mr 
Paul Tucker and chair¬ 
man Mr Richard Ware. 


SULLY Centurions 
travelled to Port 
Talbot on Sunday to 
play in the Swalec 
Premier League 
20/20 Festival. 

First up was Bridgend, 
who had lost to the hosts 
in their opening match. 
Sully's opening pair of 
Ryan Sylvester and 
Adam Shantry put on 60 
for the first wicket, aver¬ 
aging 10 an over, before 
Ryan was out for 37. 

Lloyd Smith contin¬ 
ued his great batting 
form as he and Shantry 
reached 131 before the 
former Glamorgan play¬ 
er was dismissed, 
stumped for 28. Lloyd 
was eventually bowled 
for a very good 64, 
which left time for a cou¬ 
ple of quickfire innings 
from Rowe and Ready, 
who hit 17 and 18 
respectively, as 

Centurions ended on an 
impressive 181 for 5. 

Former Sully man 
David Goodway, cap¬ 
taining for the day, 
opened the Bridgend bat¬ 
ting along with Baker 
and he top scored with 
36, eventually falling to 
a great catch on the 
boundary from Lloyd 
Smith, off the bowling of 
Tom Evison. Sully's 
bowlers always had the 
upper hand and the runs 
were hard to come by for 
the young Bridgend side. 

Contributions of 26 
from Davies, 23 from 
Pierce and 17 from 
Dalton helped get the 
score to 120 at the end, 
but the target was never 
in reach. Two wickets 
each for Lloyd Bruce and 
Tom Evison, along with 
tight bowling from the 
rest, ensure that 
Centurions won by a 
margin of 61 runs. 

Sully 181/5 Bridgend 
120/4. 


a different affair alto¬ 
gether, with Centurions 
having to dig deep to 
secure a victory that 
looked in doubt for some 
time. 

Once again batting 
first, Sully's opening pair 
were pegged back by 
some very good bowling 
from the Port Talbot 
bowlers. Ryan Sylvester 
went for 14 and Adam 
Shantry had only reached 
4 before being out with 
the score on 29 for 2. 

Skipper Lloyd Smith 
hit 24 and Richard Ready 
8 to leave the score on 77 
for 4 with just 6 overs 
remaining. However, a 
great knock of 68 not out 
by Daniel Rowe, with 
good support from 
Charlie Lowen (16) gave 
Sully hope, eventually 
reaching 148 with no fur¬ 
ther loss after the 20 
overs. 

After the early dis¬ 
missal of Griffiths by 
Jamie Sylvester, with the 
score on just 17, Port 
Talbot settled in to take 
the game to the 
Centurions attack and a 


LLANTWIT Major 
under-12s played 
their last game of 
the season against 
Whitchurch. 

The first was by 
Oliver Rowbottom, 
picking up from the back 
of the scrum and going 
down an open blind side 
to cross under the posts, 
which Lewis Brown 
converted. 

The second try came 
from some loose play 
when the ball was 
bouncing around the 


second wicket partner¬ 
ship of 51 between Dan 
Cherry and Ian Thomas 
put the hosts firmly in 
the driving seat. At the 
halfway stage the score 
stood at 85 for 2 and the 
Pirates fans were in good 
voice. 

But things changed 
dramatically as first 
Richard Ready removed 
the dangerous Ian 
Thomas for 38 and Ryan 
Sylvester got Cherry for 
18. This paved the way 
for a remarkable spell 
from Tom Evison, grab¬ 
bing 3 for 16, including a 
fantastic caught and 
bowled to dismiss Cox. 

Port Talbot fell more 
and more behind the 
required run rate and in 
the end could only reach 
126 before the close. 
This means that Sully 
will progress to the finals 
day at the Swalec 
Stadium in July. No 
doubt the Centurions' 
fans will be there in good 
numbers (and in good 
voice) on the day. 

Sully 148 for 4 Port 
Talbot 126 for 9. MF 


floor, and Morgan Long 
picked up before passing 
to Steffan Bugler to 
score; the conversion 
was missed. 

The third was scored 
by Joe Boxsall, which 
started with some strong 
play by the forwards, 
who controlled their 
Whitchurch counterparts 
all day, and the ball was 
let go to the backs to 
pass the ball all the way 
across the line for Joe to 
score in the corner. 

Number four was 
scored by Lewis Brown, 
who stepped inside the 
defence to score under 
the posts; Lewis convert¬ 
ed. The final try of the 
half was scored by Lloyd 
Richards; the conversion 
was missed. 

In the second half, 
Llantwit scored again 
through Stefan Bugler 
crossing for his second, 
which saw the conver¬ 
sion missed. 

Whitchurch scored 
but Llantwit got their 
final try when Ben 
Burrows crossed after 
the forwards got him 
within five metres of the 
line, and he picked up 
from the base and pow¬ 
ered his way over. 

Whitchuch scored 
their second try, but the 
conversion was missed. 

Final score: 39-12 to 
Llantwit. 

The coaching staff 
would like to thank all 
the boys and their par¬ 
ents for their support this 
season, and hopefully we 
can move on to better 
things next year. 

MP 


BARRY VETERANS TAKE ON 
THE MIGHT OF EUROPE! 


AFTER a two year 
absence, Barry Vets 
returned to their French 
friends at Beauvais for 
their annual invitational 
Tournoi. 

With quite a few new faces cou¬ 
pled with the experienced Vets of 
Chucas, Baker and Delaney this 
boded for a great spectacle of 
flowing rubgy. 

As always the hosts provided 
their normal welcoming Friday 
hospitality, resulting in three of 
the older Vets missing the first 
match and with the seven game 
format of 12 minute games being 
explained to the fresh faces, Barry 
had to strengthen their squad. To 
this end we were very grateful for 
the comaraderie of several local 
players donning the Barry shirt. 

We kicked off the Tournoi 
against a Breitgny team and 
played up the slope. Special men¬ 
tion goes to No 10 Phillips for 
having a great game and making a 
decisive break deep into their 22, 
only for a misplaced place to pre¬ 
vent Barry scoring. The game 
was drawn with neither side man¬ 
aging to break down the others 
defence in a fast flowing game. 

The next two games were 
played against Clermont and 
eventual winners Blayes with 
Barry competing well against 
both. 

The hosts then slipped in lunch 
to prevent Barry gaining a stran¬ 
glehold on the Tournoi. Pomme 
frites and some sauasage didn’t 
help preparations with water being 
replaced by some nutritional ‘bier- 
res’ by some. 

Barry dusted themselves off for 
the assault on their remaining four 
opponents. The first game was 
against the only other side suffer¬ 


ing more than Barry, Tillycoutry 
from Scotland. 

This game will be long remem¬ 
bered for the brilliant Barbarian 
try that we scored to win the 
match. 

After weathering the expectant 
Scottish attacks, Barry turned over 
ball. Special mention goes to No 8 
David, the youthful Lundy and 
Mepham for their counter rucking 
skills. 

The ball was quickly trans¬ 
ferred to McTavish who set off 
interlinking passes with Lee 
before the ball effortlessly came to 
the Robinson who duly put the 
ball down over the whitewash. 

The next game was played back 
to back against a visiting Triari 
side from Rome. With a quick 
change around with Phillips 
aggravating an old injury, Barry 
had a new look No 10, McTavish. 

His break out at speed from our 
22 up the pitch to an all most cer¬ 
tain scoring opportunity still 
brings a smile to the author. With 
Moffat on his shoulder, McTavish 
had a rush of blood and passed 
superbly off his left side to the 
only Triari player near him, a very 
relieved looking winger. 

After a mix up in the Barry 
backs we were penalised and for 
once Jones couldn’t steal ball and 
despite sound defence the Italians 
started dreaming of beating the 
Welsh side after being out of the 
game. 

As normally happens when a 
side is so much on top and doesn’t 
capitalise on their possession, the 
Italians utilised a break down in 
our Anglo/French backs and 
scored late on. 

How Barry failed to score 
against a Charleroi side from 
Belgium still beggars belief, but 
Barry played magnificently. 


Mention must go to the Charleroi 
defence which was superb. The 
ever youthful Chucas playing full 
back was a sight for all to see 
especially trying to run away from 
a centre half his age! 

The last game quite rightly was 
against the hosts Beauvais. 
With the author’s record of three 
wins and only one loss against 
them, the prospects were good. 

When ‘Yannick’ equalised an 
early Beauvais score, Barry went 
for the win. Jones appeared to 
have scored and after a doubtful 
refereeing decision the hosts were 
given a scrum. 

This was passive and the ball 
was fed out to the winger with 
Robinson unable to match his 
speed. Barry went down to a late 
brace of tries. 

Team: N Lundy, C Chucas, P 
Haley, S Mepham, A Moffat (cap¬ 
tain), L Jones, M Baker, L David, 
P Griffiths, M Phillips, J 
McTavish, N Boffy, D Robinson, B 
Mills. Manager P Delaney. 

Scrummies Pat Jones, Carrie 
Baker, Michelle David and 
Sharon Haley should be thanked 
for the refreshments, especially 
Pat on the return leg. 

The final tally of won five lost 
two will be remembered by the 
new Vets who will surely return 
many times more. Barry 
returned home with a trophy, not 
as winners but as competitors in a 
fantastic weekend of ‘Entente 
Cordial’. 

Special mention to out French 
amis Yannick, Benoit, Kristian, 
Thomas and Javier during the day 
who helped bolster the Welsh 
side. Saturday night’s entertain¬ 
ment was as usual superb, with 
many staying late; congratula¬ 
tions to all. 

ACM 


MB The second match was 


The Cadoxton bowlers 
suffer Munro Cup loss 


SULLY was the venue for this 
Munro Cup match against 
Cadoxton, which resulted in a 
home win. 

Howard Craven had Carl Best as his 
opposing skip and came back from 5-0 
down to lead 9-8 after eleven ends. 
The remaining 7 ends all went in 
favour of the visitors, to claim a con¬ 
vincing win. However, that was the 
only success for Cadoxton with the 
three rinks losing by a total of 22 shots. 

Scores: B Knight, G Solomon, J 
Sugden, G Brown 11 -17 A David, S 
Dibble, D Edwards, J Best; S 
Clements, M Mathews, G Davies, H 
Craven 21-8 A Rees, B Curtis, 
D Hotchkiss, C Best; J Stacey, H 
Hellyar, R Cole, D Kuhnell 10 - 22 G 
Pryer, C Michael, H Thomas, B 
Griffiths; G Powell, D Fanning, J 
Stewart, L Davies 14 - 18 K Lewis, 
A Thomas, HL Jones, I Patterson. 

Final score: 56 - 65. 
CADOXTON V SULLY - 
FRIENDLY 

The Saturday game was the third 
visit to Sully, in a week. This time it 
was a friendly fixture prior to the 
league starting next week. 

Howard Craven had another sub¬ 
stantial win on his rink. Kelvin 


Chedgzoy returned to the team, after 
illness, to produce another good result 
with his four. These successes were 
enough to win the game overall, 
despite defeats for the other two rinks. 

Scores: P Ellis, W Vaughan, J 
Crout, H Craven 19 - 9; T Bishop, I 

Dunbar, D Brook, G Brown 15 - 20; L 
Adams, L Cundliffe, D Kuhnell 11 - 
22; G Solomon, H Hellyar, L Davies, K 
Chedgzoy 24-13. 

Final score: 69 - 64 

CADOXTON ‘A’ V 
ROMILLY - FRIENDLY 
The ‘A’ side also had a friendly 
match, at home, against a strong side 
from Romilly who took command 
from the start and triumphed on all 
rinks. 

Scores: L Tanner, J Stewart, G 
Davies 14 - 22 T Bloomfield, C Geen, 
G Cogbill, B Foscolo; G Powell, K 
Tanner, M Curtis, R Harding 12 - 22 
M Gershenon, M Doyle, F Phillips, M 
Newman; L Tanner, R Doble, B Knight, 
S Clarke 9 - 22 J Coles, D Shackell, R 
Hewitson, A Bryan; D Collard, L 
Little, J Sugden, G Garland 9 - 25 P 
Gershenon, J Jones, G Eastment, D 
Wright. 

Final score: 44 - 91 

DK 


Under-12s close 
season with a 
fine display 










